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Welcome aboard

Martin Alexander Gauss
Chief Executive Officer airBaltic

Dear Customer,
November is the first full month of
winter travel. For this season we
have introduced four new routes and
improved our schedules to and from
Western European airports.
By moving our departures to earlier
morning hours, we have made more
time available for travellers to enjoy
such cities as Vienna, Paris, Prague
and Amsterdam. Likewise, passengers
starting their journey from these
airports will have improved
connections through Riga to the
Baltic region, the CIS and Scandinavia.
Our new Vilnius-Amsterdam
and Tallinn-Paris routes strengthen
the connectivity of the Baltic
region with Western Europe and
destinations worldwide, which are
served by our long-term code-share
partners through these hubs. The
new Riga–Moscow Vnukovo route
in cooperation with Transaero will
complement airBaltic’s existing
Sheremetyevo and Domodedovo
services, offering additional travel
options to the city or onwards with
our partner airlines.

Those who wish to escape the cold
and shorter days and who prefer a
never-ending summer will find it in
Larnaca (Cyprus), Tel Aviv (Israel) and
in one of the sunny resorts of Egypt
that we are offering in cooperation
with Tez Tour.
For winter-lovers, we have added to
our abundant choice and introduced
a new destination in Poprad in the
High Tatra Mountains. We have also
placed larger aircraft on high-demand
winter holiday routes and scheduled
more convenient departure times
on established winter routes linking
Riga with Zurich, Vienna, Munich and
other cities.
If you are a fan of somewhat
unconventional winter activities, did
you know that the Baltic States are a
top destination for ice fishing? With
over 6,000 lakes, hundreds of rivers
and several ice fishing festivals, Latvia,
Estonia and Lithuania offer a multitude
of scenic ice fishing spots throughout
the winter.
Thank you for flying airBaltic and
have a great trip!
Yours,
Martin Alexander Gauss
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DETAILS / EDMUNDS’ THOUGHT

November magic

N

ovember is the month when
autumn ends and winter usually
begins in Latvia. Subzero
Celsius temperatures entrench
themselves in Eastern Latvia and move
westward to the shores of the Baltic Sea.
November is the darkest month, even if
in December the days are shorter. During
November the cloud cover is low, with
days of rain and frequent fogs obscuring
the sun. Snow adds a new white shade
to the grey-brown-green tonality of the
landscape, melting away soon after, as most
November snows do not stay for the entire
winter season.
At first glance November might seem
like a difficult month to handle in Europe’s
northern latitudes. Lightheartedly, Latvian
poet Imants Ziedonis reinforces that feeling
by combining a folk belief about swans with
a prediction of snow:
“When the swans fly away, on the third
day it will snow. These days of three shall
be hard for us: no swans, no snow in the
heavens.”
While writing these lines, I see an adult
pair of snow-white swans and their five
gray-white offspring on the lake out front.
When November comes, I shall watch these
swans and test the folk belief. But that is
not all that I look forward to in November,
because it is actually a magical and
historic month.
Fog is a part of November’s appeal. On
foggy evenings, in the winding streets of

They festoon the brick
wall with a firmament of
candles that light up the
November darkness

Old Riga, rays of light from small streetlights
penetrate the swirls of fog from the sea,
reflecting off the wet surfaces of the
cobblestones. In the countryside, foggy
nights bring the magic of hoarfrost to bare
branches of birch groves. Should the sun
cast its light on such groves, they become
sacred silvery places, as folk songs tell. Low
November fogs rolling through meadows
recall the pagan belief that these are veļi –
the rolling ones – the souls of the dead.

Text by Edmunds Valdemars Bunkše,
professor emeritus and geographer
Photo by Gatis Gierts, F64

November magic is also found in
gatherings at historic sites. One is the
November 11th Shoreline (11. novembra
krastmala) by the Riga Castle wall facing
the Daugava River. On that date, thousands
of families arrive, with many small children
perched atop their fathers’ shoulders.
Together, they festoon the brick wall with
a firmament of candles that light up the
November darkness. Other families float
candles down the river. From here in 1919,
with British and French warships providing
the artillery, one of the last battles for
Latvian independence was fought and won.
I think of my father and godfather here,
both captains in the Kalpaks Battalion of our
first army.
The Freedom Monument is another
site for celebration. Here the Declaration
of Independence on November 18, 1918,
is commemorated with choral singing, as
throngs of Latvians arrive in steady streams
to lay flowers at the base of the monument.
Thousands of families with children then
wander down to the River Daugava to
watch a fireworks display accompanied
by modern Latvian classical music. On
the dark evenings of November in Riga,
light is also celebrated in its own right.
Creative artists use their imaginations to
express their fantasies in light shows on
the faces of various buildings and bridges.
Again, crowds of animated people fill the
streets, their radiant faces expressing joy
and exuberance. BO

NOW IT IS ASAP

RX 450h Sports Executive 2015 Special Edition
A special edition of RX, the world’s most beloved hybrid SUV is now available in limited
quantities and for a limited time. Besides the Executive package, a special package of extras
will be thrown in for free. This is one time when a snap decision works in your favour.
SP ORTS EXECUTIVE 20 15 SPECIA L EDITION PACK AGE:

19-inch alloy wheels, Special Edition design
Exterior design inspired by F SPORT
Mark Levinson® surround system
Head-Up Display
Panoramic roof or sunroof
WIN IN PRICE STARTING FROM

9 540 €
Lexus Latvija

LEXUS.LV

LEXUS RX 450h
The discount is based on the suggested retail price of the RX 450h featuring the Sports Executive 2015 package. As retailers are free to set their
own retail prices for this model, the actual savings can vary from the above. For more details on the conditions of this promotion, please contact a
Lexus retailer. The combined fuel consumption of the Lexus RX 450h is 6.3 l/100 km. The combined CO2 emissions are 145 g/km.

SIGN UP FOR A TEST DRIVE

LEXUS WESS MOTORS, K. ULMAŅA GATVE 125B, RIGA | PHONE +371 6 700 4000, LEXUS@WESS.LV
LEXUS AMSERV MOTORS, KRASTA IELA 3, RIGA | PHONE +371 6 720 4746, INFO@AMSERV.LV
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Fly to Europe
with airBaltic
from

€29
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WAY

RIGA - VILNIUS - KLAIPEDA - TALLINN

MORE THAN
JUST A MEETING
RETURN FLIGHT. 2 NIGHT ACCOMMODATION WITH BREAKFAST.
WELCOME DRINK. MEETING PACKAGE FOR UP TO 4 HOURS. LUNCH.

The many colours of Bergen
Step into the past at Bryggen, the Hanseatic wharf of Norway’s second city

To

locals, the 61 colourful
wooden buildings of
Bryggen are a reminder
of Bergen’s history as a
key trading post between Scandinavia and
Western Europe, but to most tourists this
part of the city is simply a beautiful area to
explore and people-watch.
Today Bryggen (which means ‘the wharf’
in English) is home to shops, restaurants,
cafés, a hotel and a nightclub, its origins
stretching back to the 14th century and the
days of the powerful Hanseatic League.
Back then, German traders filled storerooms
with stockfish and grain, taking up winter
residence inside the tight accommodations.
Bryggen was essentially a German colony
for almost 200 years, until the gradual
demise of the Hanseatic League during the
16th century. By 1754, all the surrounding
farmland had been sold to Norwegians.

16 / AIRBALTIC.COM

Despite being ravaged by fire several
times, the original medieval structures
of Bryggen remain, thanks to substantial
restoration works. Since Bryggen’s
placement on UNESCO’s list of world
heritage sites in 1979, the most recent
restorations have focused on maintaining
traditional construction methods and
materials. Careful consideration is given to
the choice of paint, nails and even to the
use of original tools wherever possible.
To truly experience everything that
Bryggen has to offer, don’t restrict yourself
to the attractive façades. Take the time to
explore the tight alleyways between the
shops and you’ll discover a courtyard, a
stone warehouse and beautifully restored
three-storey medieval buildings.
Those keen to learn more about
Bergen’s Hanseatic history can visit two
museums. Children will enjoy exploring

FLY & MEET PACKAGE STARTS

Text by David Nikel
Photo by Terje Rakke,
Nordic Life, Fjord Norway

the tight rooms and creaky floorboards
of the Hanseatic Museum, set in a former
trading house complete with authentic
living quarters, offices and a trading room.
Further along the wharf is the more modern
Bryggens Museum, built on the site of the
Bryggen fire of 1955. Here you can learn
more about the history of the area, based
on archaeological excavations after the
conflagration.
To see Bryggen in contrast with the
modern city and surrounding mountains,
take one of the many boat trips on offer
from Bergen’s harbour. Or, to save money,
take a walk along Strandkaien on the
opposite side of the narrow bay. On the way,
stop by Fisketorget – Bergen’s fish market –
for the freshest seafood you’ll ever taste,
accompanied by a glass of Hansa, the local
brew named after the Hanseatic traders
who once presided over Bryggen. BO

FROM 255 EUR *
(PER PERSON IN TWIN ROOM)

HOTELS DESIGNED TO SAY YES!

groupdesk.baltics@rezidor.com radissonblu.com
*Terms & conditions: Subject to availability. Flights from Oslo, Bergen, Stavangar, Alesund, Gothenburg, Helsinki, Turku, Stockholm, Billund, Copenhagen.
Offer must be combined with the Air Baltic ﬂight. Additional supplement may apply for other cities than Riga. Min group size - 10 persons, max - 30 persons.
Offer available for Thu – Sun, from October 01, 2014 until December 28, 2014. Offer can be terminated at anytime by Radisson Blu or Air Baltic.
To REQUEST please contact: groupdesk.baltics@rezidor.com
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Five things that you should do in
Latvia in November
• Enjoy a leisurely dinner at one of
Riga’s most popular restaurants,
such as MUUSU in the Old Town.

• Observe the planets and stars with
the telescope on the roof of the main
building of the University of Latvia. The
observatory is open to the public on
Thursday evenings when there are clear
skies from 19:00 to 21:30. It is located
on Raiņa bulvāris 19 in downtown Riga.
• Visit the largest and most impressive
memorial site to Latvia’s war dead,
the Brethren Cemetery in Riga
(Rīgas Brāļu kapi).

ON THIS MONTH’S MENU
THE TREND:

A

Design
talented young
design duo named Chudy
& Grase, alias Jasmina
Grase from Riga and Nils
Chudy from Berlin, recently
won the prestigious Danish
design award Time to
Design Prize 2014. Now
they have designed a series
of furniture that gives
traditional crafts a new
look and application. The
Meet the Wicker furniture
line is made entirely by
Latvian craftsmen.
www.meetthewicker.com

Light matters

18 / AIRBALTIC.COM

L

L

O

W

Y

O

U

R

O

W

N

READING LIST

• Grab a thermos filled with
warm tea and take a hike along the
seaside through some old
Livonian fishing villages.

• Get a taste of this year’s Beaujolais
nouveau wine during a wine festival
at Dikļi Palace (Dikļu pils) from
November 20-22 (www.diklupils.lv).

Celebrate life in all of its splendour with some tips
from Baltic Outlook

O

Text by Zane Nikodemusa and
Roger Norum | Publicity photos
and by Gints IvuškAns, F64

Forget

Beauty
boots and scarves;
lipsticks are what
should top your
fall shopping list. A
perfect red lipstick is
like a little black dress
to highlight one’s beauty. Try this
Chanel (Pirate #99) vibrant vintage
shade with a few hints of blue. It is a
sensual and grown-up kind of red.

British

Music
singer Jessie Ware possesses a
malleable voice that has the soothing power to captivate
and convey genuine emotion. Her second album, Tough
Love, is soft, romantic and suitable for unobtrusive
background play. Pop of the highest quality.

If you enjoy the beauty of

the night and city lights, then
the Staro Riga festival of light
(November 14-18) is where
you should be. With the help
of modern light-projecting and
video technologies, the festival
will present around 100 outdoor
light installations and multimedia
projections on buildings, bridges,
monuments and in city parks. The
play of light makes the autumn
drabness disappear and opens
up a completely different view of
the city. More information on the
festival can be found at the Staro
Riga website: www.staroriga.lv.

Joel Dicker. The Truth About the
Harry Quebert Affair

Penned

when he was just 28,
Swiss-born Dicker’s first blockbuster
novel is cunningly themed about
literary wunderkind Marcus Goldman,
who finds himself beset with writer’s
block. To combat this and finish
writing his second book, he seeks out
the services of a gruff and reclusive
mentor, Harry Quebert. However, this
benefactor soon becomes implicated
in the death of a teenage girl. Cue
end to Goldman’s writer’s block. An
ingenious whodunit-within-a-bookwithin-a-book.
EUR 20, www.maclehosepress.com

Tim Bryars and Tom Harper.
A History of the 20th Century in
100 Maps

Another beautiful production

by the British Library, this homage
to the golden age of mapmaking
tells a thousand stories through
some gorgeous maps. Much of the
cartography refers to the conflict
and propaganda that defined the last
century. A must for geographers,
historians and those with an eye for
visual design.

E L P R I M E R O S T R AT O S F LY B AC K S T R I K I N G 10 t h
T R I B U T E TO F E L I X B A U M G A R T N E R

The fi rst watch ever to cross the sound barrier in a near space environment,
it nurtures the legend of the El Primero movement. Equipped with Striking 10th and
ﬂ yback functions, the ﬁ rst high-frequency automatic column-wheel chronograph

EUR 31, www.bl.com

INSTAFASHION

W W W . Z E N I T H - WAT C H E S . C O M

SPOTLIGHT ON THE LATE AUTUMN

DETAILS / LIFESTYLE

movement accompanied the historical records set by Felix Baumgartner during the
Red Bull Stratos mission. A legendary watch that pays tribute to the enterprising
spirit, to human beings and to their accomplishments.

Amoralle

www.instagram.com/amoralle
KAĻĶU IELA 2-67 ( ENTRANCE FROM KUNGU IELA)
TEL:(+371 ) 67221122
EMAIL: MONTRELLE@LATNET.LV
WWW.LUXURYWATCHES.LV
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Text by Zane Nikodemusa
Publicity photos and by Vladislav Kochelaevskiy, Alamy

DETAILS / LOCAL AGENDA / RIGA

Romeo and Juliet
ballet performance
Latvian National Opera
November 6 and 19

This

ballet with music by Sergei Prokofiev
stems from William Shakespeare’s 16th-century
tragedy and was one of the most popular
examples of its genre in the 20th century.
Croatian choreographer Valentina Turku offers
a vision of a daredevil, sensual and brutal
era, when matters of life and death were
often solved irrationally and in an enflamed
atmosphere of passion. The elements of
Renaissance painting and architecture used
in the visual design of the production are
intended to heighten the audience’s timeless
yearnings for eternal love.

Photo: Vija Celmins

Vija Celmins. Constellation – Uccello. 1983.
Aquatint, etching on paper. Collection of the
Latvian National Museum of Art

Photo: Normunds BrasliNš

NOVEMBER 2014
Aija Zariņa. To See. 2006.
Oil on canvas. Collection
of the Latvian National
Museum of Art

Tanel Veenre’s solo
exhibition Simply too
naturesque*

Solar system
perspective exhibition

PUTTI art gallery
Until November 15

Arsenāls exhibition hall
November 14 - January 25

The

More information at www.lnmm.lv
Torņa iela 1
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Photo: Vija Celmins

The sky, the sun, the moon and the stars

have always aroused people’s imaginations and
curiosity. From ancient mythological beliefs
depicted in prehistoric drawings to contemporary
etchings of stars and galaxies, art has reflected
our continually changing understanding of the
universe. Now the Latvian National Museum
of Art has assembled an impressive collection
of works by more than 70 prominent Latvian
artists – including Vija Celmins, Gustavs Klutsis
and Gints Gabrāns – to reveal a bit about these
people’s relationship with the heavens.

More information at www.opera.lv
Tickets at www.bilesuparadize.lv
Price: EUR 4-33
Aspazijas bulvāris 3

Vija Celmins. Starfield. 2010. Mezzotint on
paper. Collection of the Latvian National
Museum of Art

jewellery by Estonian contemporary
artist Tanel Veenre will take you on a journey
that starts from the depths of the sea, continues
through coral reefs past dancing sea horses,
proceeds with the cultivation of silkworms
and ends in a cosmic cloud. This artist creates
jewellery out of unusual materials like fishing
floats or cosmic dust and says:
“I am not copying, denying or defeating nature.
It is more like echoing and filtering it through
my inner soils. So my work becomes couture,
but as Goethe once said: ‘the unnatural, that
too is natural.’”
More information at www.putti.lv
Mārstaļu iela 16

DETAILS / LOCAL AGENDA / RIGA

European cinema
parade
Spendid Palace movie theatre
Throughout the months of
November and December

Riga

will become a true
European capital of cinema during
the month of December, when it is
scheduled to host the prestigious
European Film Academy award
ceremony (December 13) as well as
the Riga International Film Festival
(December 2-12, www.rigaiff.lv).

Riga Concert Hall
November 16

Iyeoka concert

Nigerian-American

poet,
recording artist and singer Iyeoka is a powerful
songstress whose lyrical prowess and vocal talents
invoke the spirit of soul-shakers Nina Simone and
Amy Winehouse. Influenced by soul, jazz, blues,
gospel, hip-hop, and R&B, Iyeoka is a storyteller
at heart whose compositions address hot topics
such as love, women and relationships. Her most
popular video, Simply Falling, got over 16 million
views, while media reviews of her first summer
tour in 2013 were brilliant, as audiences witnessed
the rise of a great live performer.
Tickets at www.bilesuserviss.lv
Price: EUR 18-34
Akadēmijas laukums 1

During the 11-day festival, viewers
will be able to see more than
120 films, including a number of
recently made Latvian productions.
However, some of the best
European movies from various
epochs can already be viewed
throughout the month of
November at Riga’s oldest and
most ornate movie theatre, the
centrally located Splendid Palace.
More information at
www.splendidpalace.lv
Elizabetes iela 61

Text by Agra LieGe
Publicity photos

DETAILS / RIGA 2014

Fly to Europe
with airBaltic
from

€29

ONE
WAY

ORLAN showing in the Latvian capital
Don’t miss the unique solo exhibition in Riga by one of the world’s most provocative artists,
French contemporary art icon ORLAN.

As

one of the most longstanding and controversial
personalities in the
contemporary arts scene,
ORLAN has been expressing herself loudly
since the late 1960s. An icon of wildness and
political correctness blurred into one, ORLAN
thrives on provoking her viewers. Born in
Saint-Etienne, a provincial town in France,
the artist has stood up against what she
sees as social injustice since her early youth,
actively promoting women’s rights through
her creative work. The artist says that while
each person is free and independent, we are
all responsible for combating xenophobia,
racism, suppression and violence. According
to ORLAN, art allows us to change
perspective on things that undeservedly
appear as obvious truths.

24 / AIRBALTIC.COM

ORLAN’s own body has been the
cornerstone of her artistic expression. She
has used it in various ways in her provocative
performances, video installations,
multimedia projects, photography and
work with biotechnology. The artist’s first
street performances saw her measure space
with her body, then came Baroque-inspired
photographs and sculptures (with her as a
nun with an exposed naked breast), followed
by plastic surgeries as performances during
which she was fully conscious (though under
local anaesthesia), attempting to reconstruct
the typical conceptions on female beauty.
The upcoming exhibition at the Riga
Museum of Decorative Arts and Design
presents ORLAN’s take on ‘fiction about
fiction’ in the world of film. The film posters,
which are hand-drawn of her own design

and often feature her in various eccentric
roles, tell of non-existent films and are the
core of the exhibition Plan du Film and Other
Scenarios. ORLAN’s fiction experiences a
further metamorphosis in the form of literary
texts composed by local writers and graphic
designers, which accompany the posters.
Viewers will witness the artist’s
unconventional quests for transformation
in visual art and cinema, involving still and
moving images, reality and fiction, as well
as a jab at the double standards in the
advertising and marketing world. BO
ORLAN’s solo exhibition Icon of French
Contemporary Art. Plan du Film and Other Scenarios
Museum of Decorative Arts and Design, Riga
November 8-January 31
More information at www.lnmm.lv
Skārņu iela 10/20

In association with www.anothertravelguide.com
Publicity photos and by Corbis

DETAILS / EUROPEAN EVENTS

Blue Times

Vienna

Kunsthalle Wien
Until January 11

Fly to Europe
with airBaltic

€29

ONE
WAY

the first man to journey into outer space in
1961, he exclaimed in awe: “The Earth is blue.”
French painter and photographer Yves Klein,
who loved the colour blue, is alleged to have
said in jest that Gagarin simply saw the opening
of Klein’s personal exhibition in space. For
Klein, who patented his famous blue pigment as
International Klein Blue (IKB), blue was not just
a colour, but a spiritual and universal symbol of
cosmic power that transforms life itself into a
work of art. Blue is the colour of romanticism
and of melancholy. Over 80 percent of the
Western population chooses blue as their
favourite colour. The Blue Times exhibition in
Vienna showcases the work of Klein and more
than 30 other artists, providing a fascinating look
at the colour’s multi-layered connotations.
Karlsplatz, Treitlstraße 2
www.kunsthallewien.at

London
Women Fashion Power
Design Museum
October 29-April 26

Fashion

is a language that, when skilfully
used, can be much more powerful than words. Its
visual cues can convey the power of a hurricane,
especially if the wearer has the skills to use them.
Does anybody really remember Margaret Thatcher’s
Vivienne Westwood

26 / AIRBALTIC.COM

speeches? Or Coco Chanel’s
voice? What comes forth in
our memories is rather the
image that these women
conveyed: Thatcher’s blue
suits; Chanel’s pearls; Princess
Diana in a Versace dress on
the cover of Vanity Fair, in a
photo taken by Mario Testino
shortly before her death;
the anarchic rebelliousness
of ex-punk queen Vivienne
Westwood, which continues
to this day.
The current exhibition at
London’s Design Museum
focuses on legendary female
politicians, entrepreneurs,
journalists, artists, actresses,
and models whose style of
dressing influenced not only
fashion trends but also the
visual language of an entire
era. The showing covers the
past 150 years in fashion,
which have coincided
with significant changes in
women’s standing in Western
societies. Adding to the
mystique, this exhibition
was designed by architect
Zaha Hadid, a woman who
knows no borders and whose
dramatic forms of expression
leave nobody indifferent.
28 Shad Thames
www.designmuseum.org

Reopening of the Musée
Picasso

Installation view: Blue Times, Kunsthalle Wien 2014

© Musée national Picasso-Paris / Béatrice Hatala

from

photo Christian Shambenait

photo Stephan Wyckoff

When cosmonaut Yuri Gagarin became

Paris
In

the wake of numerous bureaucratic and other hurdles,
Paris’ legendary Picasso Museum finally reopened its doors on
October 25, following a five-year reconstruction punctuated
by a controversial change in the museum’s leadership. The
museum’s reopening coincided with the 133rd anniversary of
the birth of Pablo Picasso, to whose work the establishment is
dedicated. Housed in a historical 17th-century building in the
Marais district of the city, the museum contains the world’s
largest collection of works by the Spanish artist – more than
5,000 items in all, including paintings, ceramics, drawings,
sculptures and photographs as well as documents and other
items associated with Picasso’s life. The reconstruction of the
museum cost 52 million euros and the refurbished building
is expected to host one million visitors during the year
after its reopening.
5 rue de Thorigny
www.museepicassoparis.fr

DETAILS / EUROPEAN EVENTS

Henri

Pier Paolo
Pasolini on
the set of
Theorem,
1968

Pasolini Roma

Lungotevere in Augusta
www.arapacis.it

Rome

© Angelo Novi / Fondazione Cineteca di Bologna

Berlin

Cartier-Bresson (1908-2004) was one of the most
influential and outstanding photographers of the 20th century. His great
compositional skills, conveyance of powerful emotions and ability to
seize fleeting but important moments are hallmarks that have inspired
millions of subsequent picture-takers. Cartier-Bresson always had a
camera by his side, which permitted him to capture great and important
events on numerous occasions. The ability to catch the moment was
Cartier-Bresson’s main work instrument.
This large-scale retrospective has been set up in collaboration with the
Pompidou Centre in Paris and features more than 500 photographs,
drawings, films, paintings and manuscripts, including some of CartierBresson’s most famous photographs as well as lesser-known works.

Niederkirchnerstraße 7
www.berlinerfestspiele.de/gropiusbau

Museo dell’Ara Pacis
Until January 25

Those

who missed the spring exhibition in Rome devoted to
legendary Italian film director, poet, writer, thinker, artist, journalist and
communist Pier Paolo Pasolini (1922-1975) can now see it in Berlin for the
next two months. The exhibition focuses on Pasolini’s complex relationship
with the Italian capital, which was not merely the city where Pasolini made
his films, but the place where he lived out the full gamut of emotions, as if
in an extravagant love story.
The exhibition is divided into six parts, starting with the day that Pasolini
first arrived in Rome in 1950 and ending with his brutal murder in
November of 1975, when his body was discovered on the beach at Ostia
near the Italian capital (he had been run over several times with his own
car). The circumstances surrounding his death remain a mystery, with some
of his contemporaries going so far as to speculate that Pasolini might even
have orchestrated his own murder. His films, for their part, have continued
to inspire movie directors of subsequent generations.

Henri Cartier-Bresson

Martin-Gropius-Bau
Until January 5

Henri Cartier-Bresson during the 1968 Paris riots

Text by Florian Maaß
Publicity photos

DETAILS / CITY MUST-SEES
Eat: Laube Liebe
Hoffnung
This wooden house adds a
needed touch of cosiness to the
new European quarter around
the European Central Bank and
is an architectural masterpiece
of its own. The warm interior
is full of nice details such as
flea market lamps, nostalgic

Italian tiles and tables made
of recycled oak, evoking the
welcoming atmosphere of an
Italian family gathering. The food,
including vegan and vegetarian
options, is made of local and
seasonal ingredients, and it’s very
tasty as well.
Pariser Str. 11
www.laubeliebehoffnung.de

View: MMK2
One feature that Frankfurt has in common
with New York City is its dedication to
the arts. MMK is one of the world’s best
museums of modern art. The museum’s
second annex MMK 2 at the new Taunus
tower opens with a must-see exhibition
Boom She Boom, which is dedicated to
female artists. Among the many works on
display, you will see paintings by Latvian-born
painter Vija Celmins and Rosemarie Trockel as
well as photographs by Hilla Becher and Anja
Niedringhaus. The latter’s war pictures seem
all the more poignant following her murder in
Afghanistan earlier this year.
Taunustor 1
www.mmk-frankfurt.de

Little Black Book

Frankfurt

Fly to Europe
with airBaltic
from

€29

ONE
WAY

Marvel: 25hours Hotel Frankfurt
by Levi’s
This hotel’s 76 rooms are inspired by Levi’s jeans
and fashion. The establishment offers not only
cool accommodation but also a rooftop terrace
bar and one of the best restaurants in town.
There is even a music room that comes fully
equipped with guitars, a drum set and keyboards
where you can unleash your inner rock star.
The restaurant Chez IMA is about new ideas
based on old recipes, all created by mothers
from different cultures, while the rooftop
terrace boasts an open air-cinema, BBQ food
and parties, not to mention an amazing view of
“Mainhattan’s” skyline.

Katharina Fritsch, Tischgesellschaft, 1988

Shop: Coco Lores
Iris Becker, Claudia Frick and Olivia Dahlem,
who run their own fashion line and Coco Lores
store, are on a mission to dress German business
ladies in a more feminine and stylish manner.
Why not wear a tone-on-tone dark blue pencil
skirt and long woolen coat instead of a gray
trouser suit, asks Olivia Dahlem, who stresses
that all of her company’s clothes are sewed in
the region. Since life isn’t all about business – or
even fashion – the trio has added the wedding
line Marie Couture and the more casual Ada
Lovelace, named after a female mathematician.

Niddastraße 58
www.25hours-hotels.com

Cheer: Eintracht FrankfurtBayern München

Koselstraße 7
www.Coco-Lores.com

Frankfurt is both the financial and football capital
of Germany, as the home of the headquarters
of the Bundesliga. Both worlds will meet on
November 8, when Eintracht Frankfurt hosts the
550-million-euro Bayern Munich all-star squad
at the Commerzbank Arena, with several players
from Germany’s champion World Cup team
on the pitch. While female fans will scream for
Bayern’s Mario Götze (who scored Germany’s
winning goal against Argentina in the World Cup
final this summer), football purists will applaud
new arrival Xabi Alonso, who can turn a match
into a piece of art. Let’s hope that Frankfurt’s
enthusiastic 51,000+ supporters won’t see their
team crying as the Brazilians did after their
crushing World Cup semi-final loss against
Müller and co earlier this year.
www.eintracht.de
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201 Brivibas gatve, Riga, www.podium.lv

Text by KristIne BudZe, Pastaiga
Publicity photo

DETAILS / DESIGN

Pop Art pair of shoes by Woolings

Woolings – a new generation
of Latvian fashion

U

ntil fairly recently, most of the fashion
designers in Latvia were artists for
whom clothing was just one form
of artistic expression. Among the
country’s inhabitants, Latvian fashion was seen
as conceptual and avant-garde and not to be
associated with everyday clothing. Fashion
designers were artists who sewed tailor-made
outfits for private clients during the evening hours.
However, the global financial crisis and its
economic consequences have changed the
situation in Latvia for the better in this regard,
with local fashion brands popping up like
mushrooms after a rainstorm. For the designers
who run these young companies, fashion is no
longer a field for the rich elite, but a service for
the general public where the user comes first. This
means that a great deal of attention is devoted
to the creation of comfortable, functional and
accessible clothing.
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The latest generation of Latvian fashion
designers has chosen not to collaborate with
established fashion giants, whose considerable
technological capacities would allow them
to mass-produce individual clothing items by
the thousands. Instead, they work diligently in
their modest workshops, implementing their
know-how on a smaller scale and gradually
developing their enterprises. They see the world
as their oyster and skilfully use the Internet and
social media to market and sell their products
all across the planet.
Woolings is one of the most notable new
Latvian fashion brands, created and led by
young fashion designer Marija Vlasova. After
completing her studies in Riga, she continued to
further her education at the prestigious Central
Saint Martins in London. Vlasova then returned
to Latvia and worked as a stylist, taking her first
steps in fashion design by showcasing clothing

collections at local fashion week
events. The idea to create her
own shoe brand came to her
as a flash of inspiration during
a foreign trip, when she was
daydreaming in an airport café.
Vlasova has gained rapid
success with her colourful felt
shoes, which come with rubber
soles and a partial covering of
synthetic material to protect
them from water and dirt. The
felt is made from Australian
wool, while the rubber-like
synthetic covering is an original
Woolings invention. The shoes
are fashioned entirely by
hand at a small workshop in
Latvia, with each pair requiring
about 10 hours of precise
and methodological work.
The relatively small scale of
the company’s operations
and the fact that each pair
is made by hand means that
the production process is
flexible and that buyers can
individualise their purchases.
Woolings’ skilful
combinations of felt and rubber
have resulted in superior and
tastefully designed footwear.
The countless possible colour
variations with these materials
have provided the source of
inspiration for such poetic
model names as Blueberry,
Raspberry, Wolf and Clouds.
These exotic-sounding shoes
and half-boots are not fragile
and dainty beauties to be
shown off only on special
occasions; they can be
worn on a daily basis in the
rainy and windy climes of
Northern Europe.
Vlasova hasn’t shied
from sending pairs of her
Woolings shoes to prominent
personalities, such as legendary
British fashion designer
Vivienne Westwood. In return,
the punk fashion queen recently
sent Vlasova a thank you card
together with a photograph
of her proudly wearing the
Woolings shoes that Vlasova had
sent to her as a gift. BO

DETAILS / STYLE

Scent of warmth

Esteban Parfums
Ambre, 50 ml, Edp,
EUR 66, KristiAna
Burberry Body, 60
ml, EdP, EUR 71.90,
Douglas
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Chanel N° 5, EdT,
50 ml, EUR 76.90,
Douglas
Shiseido ZEN Moon
Essence, 50 ml, EdP,
EUR 76, Douglas

Herve Gambs Hotel
Particulier, EdP,
100 ml, EUR 149,
KristiAna
Giorgio Armani
Prive Oud Royal,

EdP, 100 ml,
EUR 209, exclusively
at Stockmann
Hermes Eau des
Merveilles, EdT,
50 ml, EUR 84,

Style by KatrIna Remesa-Vanaga
Photo by Andrejs Terentjevs, F64

KristiAna
Giorgio Armani
Prive Encens
Satin, EdP, 100 ml,
EUR 209, exclusively
at Stockmann

Store addresses in Riga: Douglas, Galerija
Centrs shopping centre, Audēju iela 16
and at other shopping centres. | KristiAna,
Galerija Rīga, Dzirnavu iela 67 and at
other shopping centres. | Stockmann
department store, 13. janvāra iela 8.

DETAILS / PEOPLE
Text by Agra Liege
Publicity photo

THE BIGGEST
DEPARTMENT STORE IN RIGA
t UnE-yArDs concert
Palladium concert hall
November 18
Tickets at www.bilesuserviss.lv
Price: EUR 15
Marijas iela 21, Riga

Happy and exposed
The musical duo tUnE-YArDs has begun a world tour in
which music meets performance art

M

errill Garbus, the powerful
presence behind the project
stylised as tUnE-yArDs, and
co-songwriter (as well as
boyfriend) Nate Brenner are in the midst
of a world tour to promote their latest and

third album, Nikki Nack. The tour has taken
the band’s eccentric patchwork music into
huge stadiums.
“To be honest, I am scared sh..less to play
this show,” said Garbus in reference to a
sold-out gig at The Chapel in San Fransisco.

In another sold-out performance at the
Denver Coliseum, tUnE-yArDs warmed up
for the band Arcade Fire.
Raised by semi-hippie parents (“I know
people with actual hippie parents, who gave
their kids names like Rainbow or Starcrest,”
Merrill once said in an interview), the singer
feels comfortable in a fuzzy necklace,
yellow Converse shoes and two-coloured
eye-shadow. Her parents’ artsiness – with
the footnote that “I don’t think either of
them smoked marijuana” – meant that she
could listen to lots of good music on vinyl
LPs and go to great concerts.
Nikki Nack follows three years after
the band’s second album, w h o k i l l, and
contains some of the catchiest music that
tUnE-yArDs has made to date. It has also
lived up to Garbus’ own hopes of making a
recording to which people could dance and
sing along.
Garbus appears fully down-to-earth
despite her newfound celebrity. In the
songwriting process, she not only went to
a library to check out a book called How to
Write a Hit Song (a joke to everyone else,
but she’s surprisingly serious about it),
she even travelled to Haiti to learn dance
and percussion. Considering herself an
ethnomusicologist, she has used various
instruments and techniques borrowed from
Haitian culture in the band’s latest album.
The song Sink-O – the first that she wrote
after returning from Haiti – features a boula,
which is a Haitian rhythm instrument (“it
frustrates the ear”). More than anything,
Garbus’ Haitian experience taught her that
“in folk music, you are one small piece of a
greater whole”.
tUnE-yArDs’ danceable and quirky
new album remains in line with Garbus’
hard-to-define genre – lo-fi, homespun,
incorporating weird instruments and
spoken words – but it is the element of joy
that links her music to folk. Garbus laughs at
the ‘cool factor’ of being serious.
“You know, it’s so uncool to be happy,
because when you’re happy you expose
yourself.” BO

apple

Riga, 201 Brivibas street • www.elkor.lv
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Mon. - Sun.: 10.00 - 22.00; e - mail: shop@elkor.lv; Ph.: +371 67070530.

Text by Florian Maaß
Photo by John Daniels, ardea.com

DETAILS / TREND

Travel with
a cause
Voluntourism is the latest
buzzword among travel enthusiasts

D

oes relaxing under a palm tree
doing nothing but sipping a
caipirinha not feel right for you in
troubled times? You’re not alone,
which is why voluntourism – volunteering
while on vacation for a good cause – is
becoming more and more popular. As
volunteers of any age or experience level are
welcome, you might as well take your whole
family along. While qualified individuals can
put their skills and knowledge to good use in
special ventures, most projects don’t require
any previous experience.
For example, why not spend an
exciting winter vacation in the Carpathian
Mountains of Slovakia? Walk through the
fresh white powder on snow shoes and
record the tracks of any lynx, wolf or bear
that you spot. You will monitor them and
help to find out about their interrelationship
with prey species. As a member of a small
international team led by scientists, you will
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contribute to a crucial piece of research. If
you are strong-nerved, then you may also
help to capture and radio-collar the animals.
Surely a week to remember.
Alternatively, you could help scientists
save endangered Mediterranean marine
creatures from extinction, for example,
by monitoring and relocating threatened
loggerhead turtle hatchlings in the
Peloponnese in Greece. You will protect
turtle nests against predation by mammals
and inundation by sea water, and work
throughout the community to raise public
awareness of this species.
Or you might monitor dolphins in
Italy and play an important role in data
collecting. At the beginning of the week you
will be trained to undertake specific tasks
that include dolphin-watching, underwater
camera monitoring, behavioural data
collection and photographic identification.
You should apply now for such tours, which
will take place in the early spring.
A more contemplative activity might be
bird-counting on a deserted island in the
German North Sea. But wait a minute, being
there during a winter storm – with most of
the island under boisterous waves – might
just get your adrenaline going. In any case,
for most of these four days you will be alone
with Nature.

You might decide to have a fantastic
time on a tall sailing ship from London
to Southampton, assisting children or
physically disabled co-passengers. Your
tasks will also include helping to navigate
and steer the ship or cooking dinner for the
hungry crew.

Scientists

have established that
volunteering may improve
your health, raise your
mood and even prolong
your life
Going on a vacation with a purpose
is sure to deepen your knowledge and
skills. You will gain some amazing life
experiences and, by helping others, you
will also do good unto yourself. Scientists
have established that volunteering may
improve your health, raise your mood and
even prolong your life. Last but not least,
the person who ends up getting helped the
most when you travel to help others might
be you. BO
www.frontier.ac.uk
www.globalvolunteers.org
www.mellumrat.de

DETAILS / THING OF THE MONTH
Text by Ance Šverna
Photo BY Aija DEliNa, University of Latvia,
Faculty of Geography and Earth Sciences

Marshland trail no. 1
 emeri National Park. Ķemeri is Jūrmala’s
Ķ
westernmost suburb and a 50-km drive
from Riga. It can also be easily reached by
train from the capital city’s central train
station. Ķemeri was formerly a popular
European resort town, with water from
local sulphur springs and healing mud
being applied in medical treatments as
far back as the 18th century. A number
of mineral and medicinal water springs
can still be found in the national park,
which is home to about 25% of Latvia’s
protected plant species. Visitors to the
park can walk along footpath-covered
trails at Lake Sloka (Slokas ezers), the
Great Ķemeri Moorland (Lielais Ķemeru
tīrelis) and the Kaņieris castle hill (Kaņiera
pilskalns), with bird-watching and
observation towers that can be climbed
for an even better view.
www.latvia.travel/en/sight/kemeri-national-park

Marshland trail no. 2
S eda Marsh (Sedas purvs). Located in
Vidzeme about 25 km from the city of
Valmiera, this marsh will treat your eyes
and ears to incredibly beautiful sights
and sounds. Talk a walk along one of
three marsh trails (12, 8 or 4 km) and
visit the small town of Seda. Its yellow
Stalin-era classicist buildings were built
in the 1950s to house the workers who
extracted peat from the marsh. A narrowgauge railway leading to the centre of
the marsh continues to operate and peat
is still obtained there. The observation
towers provide great vantage points for
observing various species of birds (of
which there are no shortage), while the
informative stands depict the daily life of
the Soviet-era marsh workers in blackand-white photographs. A unique blend
of history and nature.

Walking
through the
marshlands
At a time when November’s greyness
seems to have enveloped the
landscape, Latvia’s marshlands burst
forth in a cascade of colours

www.latvia.travel/en/sight/seda-marsh

D

uring the autumn months,
Latvians fill the social media
with incredibly beautiful photos
of marshlands in various parts of
the country. Some go out on extensive hikes
with their friends and families, while others
seek to take refuge from the crowds of the
city in silent solitude. Marshlands make up
about 5% of Latvia’s territory and lately they
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have become increasingly popular tourist
destinations. These unique habitats stand
out with their particular colours, smells
and ambience, with vegetation that grows
nowhere else, and with animals that have
been living there for thousands of years.
Visiting a wet marshland no longer
requires long rainboots that extend past
your knees and other waterproof clothing.

Nowadays, a number of marshes in Latvia
have had special footpaths built over
them, which means that you can continue
to wear your regular street shoes for your
marshland nature outing. Just bring along
some snacks in your backpack and throw in
a GPS device for extra security. Here are two
postcard-perfect marshland trails that can
be taken in Latvia. BO

DETAILS / FOOD

RECIPE, STYLE AND photo by
Zane Jansone, www.gatavoza.lv

Still life
When you feel a snack
attack coming on, reach
for some veggie chips with
homemade mayonnaise.
Ingredients
For the chips:
2 carrots
3 potatoes
1 sweet potato
2 small beets
Parsnips, celery roots or other root
vegetables of your choice
1 litre rapeseed oil
2 pinches sea salt
For the mayonnaise:
1 egg yolk
1 pinch sea salt
1 tsp. Dijon mustard
1 tsp. lemon juice
1 tsp. white wine vinegar
3/4 cup grapeseed or other light oil

Preparation
Begin by preparing the chips. Peel
the vegetables and slice them into
maximally thin strips, preferably
with a mandoline slicer.
Heat up the rapeseed oil,
initially on a high flame and then
at medium heat. Once the oil is
hot, divide the sliced vegetables
into portions and fry each portion
in the oil for about a minute.
Remove the fried vegetables from
the oil and blot with a paper towel.
Sprinkle with sea salt and let dry
some more.
To prepare the mayonnaise, beat
the egg yolk, sea salt, mustard,
lemon juice and vinegar together
with a whisk. Then add the oil by
the tablespoon, beating the mixture
after each addition of oil until all of
the oil has been blended in with the
yolk. Present the fresh mayonnaise
as an accompaniment to the
golden fried vegetable root chips.
Clay pot by Ciparnīca
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DETAiLS / FOOD

Text by Santa Kristiana Zamuele
Photo courtesy of Corner Club

RIGA

Bar XIII
A recent pride and joy of the Latvian capital. This elegant bar conforms to
all of the rules mentioned above. Aside from its super delicious cocktails,
another asset is hidden in the kitchen, where one of Riga’s most talented
young chefs makes outstanding gourmet snacks to match with the drinks
of your choice. Enchanting.
Strēlnieku iela 1a, www.bar13.lv

AMSTERDAM

Snappers Resto-Bar
Snappers is the latest hot spot on Reguliersdwarsstraat. Cosy and warm
with Mediterranean and Caribbean accents, this place offers both great
cocktails and good food so that you can easily pair your drink with a tasty
meal. Just imagine a soft shell crab in tempura and healthy plum cocktail
made with vodka, raspberries, green tea, homemade rice syrup, prosecco
and lemon! Mmmmmm!

Cocktailing
around
Following a lengthy wine bar trend,
the good old cocktail bar is back

Reguliersdwarsstraat 21, www.snappers-amsterdam.nl

HELSINKI

Liberty or Death
What is happening in Helsinki nowadays, one might wonder? Life is not
bad, not bad at all, especially when you have a bar like Liberty or Death. Its
entrance is not easy to notice, even though the place is right on the main
street, but keep your eyes open and you will find it. The impressive list of
rare spirits that make unbelievable cocktails is just one of the charms of
this place. The bartenders are another plus, especially if you come in the
company of girls only. A place to be!
Erottajankatu 5, www.libertyordeath.fi

F

amous chefs say that because we spend so much time
taking pictures of food and each other at restaurants to
place in social networks, the time that it takes to serve
(and clear) a table has increased. Since restaurants need to
make money, the trend of new and cool cocktail bars attached to
them as pre-dinner spots is on the rise.
But that’s just one point of view. The other view is that in the
wake of a lengthy wine bar trend, we simply long to go back to the
basics and enjoy a good drink without all of that smart wine talk.
However, since customers have become more educated in spirits as
well as wine, a simple cocktail is no longer enough for them. Drinks
need to have character. Hence, almost every good bar has its own
“specialty” in-house spirits as well as herbs, syrups, fresh fruit and
vegetables to flavour its creations.
Most of the ingredients need to be super fresh; a regular
pack of juice won’t do the trick anymore. The same goes with
the choice of bitters and non-alcoholic supplement drinks. Only
the best products must grace the bar shelves. When customers
see that, they know they are in good hands and there will be no
discussion over the bill.
However, this doesn’t mean that you will have to wait 20 minutes
for your drinks or that rocket science has been applied to prepare
them. Your super tasty cocktail will be served to you quicker than
you might think, using the right products to enhance the best notes
in each creation. To make you comfortable with this new trend, just
“dive into the pool”, the rest will be taken care of. BO
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PARIS

Pershing Hall Lounge Bar
Still a highly popular place to get a drink when in Paris, this restaurant/
bar keeps its image on top. The best time to visit is during Fashion Week
madness or any other busy Friday night. Pay attention to the “wow” effect
of the courtyard. The bartenders will make almost anything that you wish
for, due to the “spoiled” clients that they regularly serve. The DJ adds to
the atmosphere by masterfully mixing the best of French deep house
music. Fun!
49 Rue Pierre Charron, www.pershinghall.com

New quarter
in the very center
of the capital of Latvia

Centrus —
a high quality living space
in the heart of Riga

LONDON

Blue Bar
One of the most popular celebrity hangouts in London, the Blue Bar
keeps its cool with normal people, too. It has a huge range of spirits and
champagne accompanied with the finest cocktail ingredients to make the
most exquisite drinks, along with a choice of tapas in case your cocktail
triggers an appetite. The interior is worth seeing as well, ensuring that this
classy English locale will stay in your memory for years to come.
Wilton Place, Knightsbridge, www.the-berkley.co.uk

STOCKHOLM

Corner Club
As this place says about itself, the Corner Club is where you meet people
you didn’t expect to see, for you just never know what’s around the
corner. Still one of the trendiest bars of Stockholm and one of the few
to use Swedish gins in its cocktails. A popular after-dinner hangout often
frequented by a lively and fun crowd until closing. Just let yourself enjoy
life, with or without the company of others.
Lilla Nygatan 16, Gamla Stan, www.cornerclub.se

A high quality residential quarter Centrus is a perfect combination of the complete
seclusion and private comforts of a personal apartment, with the benefits of the
city just a few steps away. Eighty four apartments to choose the best for your lifestyle!

info@centrus.lv

www.centrus.lv

YOUR NEXT DESTINATION

YOUR NEXT DESTINATION

The Tatra
Mountains and
Slovakian gold
Text by Una Meistere,
www.anothertravelguide.com
Photos Courtesy of Destination
Management Organisation of the High
Tatras Region and by Ainars Erglis

Bad luck, somebody has already
taken the Anothertravelguide
brochure about Tatras,
but don’t worry, all the
information is also available at
ANOTHERTRAVELGUIDE.COM in
cooperation with airBaltic.

Fly to Europe
with airBaltic
from

€29

ONE
WAY
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A view of the High Tatra Mountains and Štrbské
Pleso, one of the most beautiful Slovak lakes,
from the Grand Hotel Kempinski High Tatras

H

ave you ever had the chance to hold a piece of rock
that contains small, shimmering pieces of gold dust in
your hands? Not some man-made synthetic fabrication,
but the real stuff? I experienced this for the first time
just a short while ago, and – believe it or not – it was not in some
exotic location out of a Jack London novel, but quite nearby, in the
Slovak Republic.
In the small town of Liptovsky Jan, at the foot of the Tatra
Mountains, a local lover of culture and tradition recently opened
a unique museum devoted to the history of gold mining. Here he
has created an authentic exhibition that follows the ancient “gold
route”, along with the process of mining and producing gold from
beginning to end. The museum contains a realistic replica of a gold
mine and visitors are given lanterns at the entrance because the
narrow passageway is pitch black. The tunnel, expertly made of
rock fragments, could easily be featured in a design magazine and
seems solid enough to last eternity.
A short while later, visitors emerge back on the “surface”, where
gold-containing rocks are crushed and then rinsed several times,
thereby sifting apart the gold from the sand. (By the way, those
hammers that women once used to crush smaller rocks into sand
for 12 hours a day? A 21st-century man would tire after lifting such
a tool only ten times.) These particles are then melted at very high
temperatures, further isolating the gold from other minerals and
refining the precious metal. And to think of all the lives lost over
the millennia in this process of obtaining a precious metal, just so
that the privileged few might live in foolish wealth....
Despite the Slovak Republic’s small size (49,036 square kilometres),
it has long been famous for its natural resources. Gold was mined
here back in the days of the Celts and Romans, and the first serious
gold refining company was established in the 13th century.
The oldest and best-known Slovakian gold mines, Kremnica
and Banská Štiavnica, are located in the central part of the country.
Between the years 1790 and 1863, Banská Štiavnica, which is
included in the UNESCO list of world heritage sites, produced 490
metric tons of silver and 11 tons of gold. Empress Maria Theresa
established the world’s first miners’ academy here in 1765. However,
the industry fell into decline in the 19th century and by the 1930s it
had almost vanished completely. Nevertheless, gold can supposedly
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still be found in about 170 places in Slovakia, and once in a while
there is talk about reopening the Kremnica mine again.
The gold museum in Liptovsky Jan also features a historical
“money machine”, or coin press, that still makes coins with
admirable precision. The original machine was made in the
18th century by Swedish engineer and engraver Daniel Warou for
the Kremnica Mint in Slovakia, which was the first place in Europe
where such a machine was used. Having seated us a safe distance
away, the owner of the museum lifts the heavy stone lever with
surprising ease, offhandedly commenting that the press itself,
which falls with a quiet thud into the metal ring to impress an
image on the newly minted coin, weighs 40 tons. He then lifts the
level once again, and the finished coin falls to the ground right in
front of our feet.
The Kremnica Mint, which was established in 1328, is one of the
world’s oldest mints in continuous operation. The first coins minted
here were made of 23-carat gold, and the high-quality ducats it
made were one of the hardest currencies in Central Europe. During
the late 15th century, less precious metals slowly began to replace
gold in the minting process. There were attempts to destroy the
Kremnica Mint in both world wars, and the Germans even tried to
blow it up, but the establishment was always rebuilt and reopened.
In fact, up until 1990 the Kreminca Mint was the only mint
making money for the Czech and Slovak republics. In 1993, this is
where the coins for the newly proclaimed Slovak Republic were
made, and today the mint produces Slovak euro coins as well as
coins for many other countries in the world.
As we emerge from the “gold mine”, we see the Tatra Mountains
in the distance, rising above the roofs along the town’s main street.
A few hundred metres in the opposite direction, in the middle of a
small meadow, we find a pool filled by water from natural thermal
springs. On the banks of the pool people enjoy picnics in the cool,
late autumn afternoon, while the pool itself is full of devotees of
healthy mineral baths. These thermal springs are one of the Tatra
region’s natural wonders and also a major draw for tourists.
The region is home to several water parks (AquaCity, Aquapark
Besenova, Tatralandia Spa) that offer recreational activities and rides
as well as thermal pools of various mineral content. Here we also find
medicinal spas, the best known of which is Kúpele Lúčky, which has

Open-air museum of Liptov
village in Pribylina

Poprad

grown to become almost a village in its own right, with restaurants,
various types of accommodations and even its own nature park.
The legendary AquaCity, which opened in 2004, is located in
Poprad and features the world’s only solar-powered swimming
pool complex. It is also a truly environmentally friendly resort that
fills 80% of its own electricity needs with wind, water and solar
energy. Even Queen Elizabeth II of England visited AquaCity in
2008, and her portrait can be seen in the resort’s reception area.
AquaCity has two hotels: the three-star Seasons and the four-star
Mountain View (from which the Tatra Mountain summits can be
seen on a clear day), both of which offer competitive rates, making

AquaCity a favourite destination for family vacations. Its thermal
pools are filled with water from a 1300-metre-deep mountain
spring that contains more than 20 different minerals. These pools,
along with the Olympic-sized swimming pool, provide ultimate
relaxation at any time of year, but particularly in winter after a
heavy day of skiing on the nearby mountains.

Europe’s smallest high mountains
Called “Europe’s smallest high mountains”, the Tatra Mountains
are also known as Europe’s most economically friendly mountains
both for skiers and trekkers. Even the most experienced mountain

On 1st May 2014 the 4 star, superior hotel
Mercure Riga Centre joined the Mercure brand
and became the ﬁrst hotel in Latvia to represent
this brand. The Mercure Riga Centre is located
right in the heart of Riga, close to the
numerous sights of the Old Town. The hotel is
located in a historic Art Nouveau building which
was built in 1901. The hotel is only a 15 minute
drive from Riga airport (RIX), and a 2 minute
walk from the Riga central railway station.
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climbers continue to be fascinated by the number and diversity of
routes in the relatively small (merely 25 kilometres long) mountain
range, whose tallest peak, Gerlach, measures 2655 metres.
As opposed to the Himalayas, where distances between climatic
zones are measured in hikes lasting several days, the diversity on
Slovakia’s mountains can be enjoyed in a matter of hours. Pine and
fir forests grow at lower elevations, while higher up the trees give
way to grass, and the tops of the peaks are covered with rocks and
snow. In other words, this is a compact and saturated environment
where blue-green mountain lakes and rivers alternate with snowy
white peaks. Hiking trails are well-marked, and trekkers need only
download a few maps from, for example, www.vysoketatry.org and
choose a route that fits their mood and ability.
The sharp, rocky peaks of the Tatra Mountains were formed
thousands of years ago by glaciers. Before the skiing season begins,
the trails in the foothills are full of hikers of all ages and abilities.
Almost everyone you meet along the trails is decked out in full
trekking gear, which leads to the impression that Slovakia is a land
of health nuts. But the country also provides plenty of opportunities
to kick back and be lazy. For example, the ski lifts operate yearround so you can hitch a ride up to the top of Lomnicky Peak, the
Tatras’ second highest mountain at 2634 metres.
This particular ski lift was the most modern lift in Europe when
it was installed in 1940, and today Lomnicky Peak boasts the
highest apartment in Central Europe. Spending the night up here
is an unforgettable experience, but it can also give visitors a good
shot of adrenaline because, as is typical in mountainous regions,
the weather can change very rapidly, and a one-night stay may
unexpectedly become a two-night stay....
To reach Lomnicky Peak, the first part of the journey is made
in an orange four-seater car that takes visitors from Tatranská
Lomnica (850 m) to Skalnaté pleso (1751 m). Sunday tourists might
stop there to enjoy the café and take a 10-minute walk around
the nearby mountain lake. During the winter, the steep slopes are
covered in snow and skiers. In total, the High Tatras region has
22 kilometres of ski runs, with the longest run at six kilometres.
Although the Tatras cannot be compared to the Himalayas, they
do have some similarities. The Slovak Republic, for example, is the
only country in Europe in which the mountain porter profession
still exists. Altogether, there are about 30 porters here. While
elsewhere in Europe helicopters and trucks transport groceries
and other daily necessities to the highest mountain settlements,
the Tatras still have mountain accommodations that can only be
reached by foot along mountain trails. The porters usually carry
between 50 and 60 kilograms each and are paid by the kilogram.
One advantage of a porter is that he can often travel in weather
conditions that are too poor for a helicopter to fly in. A favourite
attraction in the Tatras region is the annual porter race, which
usually takes place in October. Of course, it is not known how long
the porter profession will continue in these mountains; in any case,
being a porter is a lifestyle, as they themselves profess.
It is estimated that the first tourists began arriving in the Tatras
region during the 16th century, and these tourists often employed
local guides who were village teachers or priests. Later, medicinal
tourism became popular and many people came to the region to
breathe the healthy mountain air. The first medicinal spa was built

Banská Štiavnica, the oldest mining town
in Slovakia, is located 162 km southwest of
Poprad. It is also famous for its 16th-century
churches and Renaissance castles

in 1876, and the first grand hotel – Starý
Smokovec – was opened in 1904. The threestorey Art Nouveau style luxury hotel was
even included in the unofficial list of top
ten mountain hotels in the world.
But, like the majority of Europe’s
grand hotels, Starý Smokovec suffered
significant damage during the Second
World War, when it was used as an army
hospital. Much of the original furniture was
destroyed or carried off during the war and,
even though the hotel was later renovated,
some of the charm that it once exuded
has been irreversibly lost, as evidenced
by the old photographs from the hotel’s
heyday displayed on its walls. Nevertheless,
the prominent and stately Starý Smokovec
still has retained the aura of a grand
establishment. Located in the hotel is the
Castro Café, named after the legendary
Cuban leader who once came to this area
to hunt. Fidel Castro was, however, one of
the last people allowed to do so, as hunting
is now illegal in Tatra National Park.
A few kilometres further is another
famous place, the former Hviezdoslav
medical complex, which has since been
turned into the Grand Hotel Kempinski
High Tatras. This luxury hotel consists
of three interconnected buildings (the
oldest dating to 1893), and its location
is simply unbelievable. On one side are
the mountains and Štrbské Pleso, one of
the most beautiful Slovak lakes, while on
the other side of the hotel is the valley
that separates the High Tatras from
the Low Tatras.
There one can still see evidence of
the strong storms that ripped through
the valley with 140-180 km/h winds in

November 2004, destroying a swath of
forest on the southwestern slope of Tatra
National Park measuring 2-5 km by 40-50
km. Eyewitnesses tell that the wind on that
day was so strong that it was impossible
to stand up straight in the streets of the
nearby villages. In calmer weather, a mist
often covers the valley, which gives the
location a slightly surreal feel, as if set in
the middle of nowhere. The bench on
the edge of a cliff only heightens this
feeling, as you sit and look out across the
mystical nothingness.
The Grand Hotel Kempinski High Tatras
sits at 1351 metres above sea level and has
one of the region’s most beautiful spas.
There are few other places in the world
where one can see not only mountain
summits, but also a lake from the edge of
a spa pool – and both seem right within
arm’s reach. It takes about an hour to
walk around the lake, and the stroll is also
possible at night thanks to a lighted path.

A village in the middle of
nowhere
Even though the Low Tatras may at first
glance seem to be just foothills when
compared to the majestic High Tatras, they
are actually the preferred destination for
many dedicated skiers. This is because the
most popular place in the Low Tatras, Jasná
Ski Resort, offers many more opportunities
in terms of ski runs. There is a total of
45 kilometres of ski runs in the Low Tatras,
and skiing is also possible in milder winters,
when 25 kilometres of those runs can be
covered with artificial snow.
A modern funicular takes visitors up
to the top of Mount Chopok (2024 m),
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A view of the Low Tatras from Mount Chopok

The picturesque village of Vlkolínec,
a Slovakian cultural heritage site
under the protection of UNESCO

the highest point in the Low Tatras. For extra safety, the funicular
runs on two cables because weather conditions in the mountains
are often windy. Known for the nine kilometres of ski runs on its
slopes, Mount Chopok also serves as the starting point for several
hikes and bicycle routes. Standing at the top of the mountain are
a restaurant and a small hotel. Reservations to the hotel should be
made far in advance, because the privilege of stepping straight
from one’s bed into one’s skis is quite exclusive.
The grandeur of the view from Mount Chopok cannot even be
imagined further down. In the distance is Liptovská Mara or, as the
locals call it, the Liptova Sea. The 22-km2 lake, which has a depth
of up to 45 metres, is a man-made reservoir created in the 1970s
when the Váh River was dammed, thereby destroying 13 villages.
Today, the lake is a popular recreation area, where all sorts of sports
can be enjoyed. Parts of the flooded villages, however, were saved
from destruction when their historical buildings were moved to
the Pribylina Museum. Established in 1991, the museum is not
only the youngest but also one of the most extraordinary open-air
museums in the Slovak Republic. It was planned as a village, with
the obligatory market square and church at its centre.
The architecture of the “village” embodies a concentrated
version of real life, representing everything from the poorest to
the wealthiest strata of society. Here we see a small school with a
classroom and adjoining teacher’s room – an ascetic space where
the teacher also lived. Nearby is a veritable manor house built in
an eclectic union of Gothic and Renaissance architectural styles.
During the 19th century, the manor was a fancy hunting lodge with
trophies lining its walls.
A familiar barn aroma even wafts through the air from several of
the buildings, thereby giving the open-air museum a truly realistic
feel, as if the permanent residents had just stepped out to tend to
their daily tasks. In other words, you’ve just missed them and they’ll
be back home at any moment.
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Despite its authenticity, Liptov village in the Pribylina Museum
is only an imitation of real life. There is, however, another village in
the Low Tatras region where reality and the feeling of a museum
are still united in one location. Surrounded by mountains, Vlkolínec
cannot even be seen from the highway. Only one road leads to the
village, which then also becomes the main street – a steep vein
with a mountain stream running down the middle of the village.
This is where everything happens in Vlkolínec – where villagers
take their water and wash everything from laundry to vegetables
for today’s lunch. Vlkolínec is on the UNESCO World Heritage
List and is like a journey back in time. Only the automobiles bear
witness to the 21st century as they sit indecorously next to the
gates of brightly painted log houses.
Vlkolínec was first mentioned in historical records in 1376, but
the most active period for the village was from the 18th century
to the second half of the 20th century. Since then, the population
has sharply declined, with only a few loyal residents remaining.
A part of the northern section of the village was destroyed by
fire during the Second World War and has not been rebuilt. A
couple of socialist-style masonry buildings from the 1960s stand
in another part of the village. The rest of the village consists of
about 45 authentic wooden constructions dating mostly from
the 19th century.
The main building of each household is usually located by the
street, with the barn and sheds hidden behind the house. Today
many of the barns still house pigs, and cats lazily wander the
streets, while their owners mow hay in the nearby meadow or split
firewood in the farmyard.
Vlkolínec has its own museum and gallery where the locals
sell handmade crafts such as paintings, textiles and ceramics. The
village also has a school, but it is no longer active, and the two
remaining school-aged children living in Vlkolínec must board a
bus at six o’clock every morning to attend school in a neighbouring
village. One wonders what those children think about leaving their
slightly museum-like childhoods for the “big life” beyond Vlkolínec.
Hidden in the Janska Valley, which divides the Low Tatras from
the High Tatras, are more than 200 caves. One of the most unusual
(because it is so non-touristy) of these caves is Stanisovska. Thanks
to the efforts of a group of cave enthusiasts, Stanisovska Cave was
opened to the public in 2010, and the hour-long, 400-metre tour
through its meandering passageways lets visitors feel like real
spelunkers. There is no electricity in the cave, nor are there any
benches on which to relax and enjoy a view of the stalactites and
stalagmites. The only source of light underground is the caver’s
“cyclops”, or headlamp.
Turn the headlamp off, and it’s pitch black. The tour of
Stanisovska Cave leads through countless natural underground
“rooms” and past small underground lakes, and visitors are also sure
to see some “flying mice”, small black creatures that have by now
curled up in preparation for hibernation, paying no attention to the
casual passersby.
Having spent a few days in Slovakia’s Tatra Mountains, one
cannot shake the feeling that there is a high concentration of
emotions and experiences available in this relatively compact area.
In addition, these experiences are not only found at ground level,
but also above and below it.
A special thank you to the Slovak Tourist
Board (www.slovakia.travel) for its
support in the creation of this article.
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In Andy
Warhol’s
footsteps

If

you have a week
to spend in Poprad
and the Tatra
Mountains for
enjoying the ski runs, relaxing
in the curative thermal baths,

exploring the caves and
visiting the region’s legendary
castles, then you will also find
an extraordinary Slovakian
destination about 180 km
from Poprad, namely, the first

and only museum in Europe
dedicated to Andy Warhol, the
father of pop art.
The Andy Warhol Museum
of Modern Art is located in
Medzilaborce, a small town in
northeastern Slovakia near the
Polish border. With a population
of 7,000, Medzilaborce is very
close to Miková, the village
from where Andrej Varhola,
Andy Warhol’s father, emigrated
to America in 1913 together
with his wife in search of
a better life in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania.
Warhol, who loved declaring
“I am from nowhere”, never set
foot in Slovakia, but his brother
John visited several times, and
the Warhol family, along with
the Slovak Ministry of Culture,
established the museum after
Andy’s death.
The museum can be found
in a former Socialist-era cultural
centre that has been painted
with brightly-coloured stripes
and can be seen from quite
a distance. Across from the
museum is a fountain with
a sculpture of Warhol at its
centre, depicting the artist
in his ubiquitous sunglasses
standing under an umbrella.
The bus stop next to the
museum, for its part, is shaped

like Warhol’s famous Campbell’s
soup can.
However, the most surreal
aspect of this museum is the
fact that, despite being located
seemingly in the middle of
nowhere, it holds the world’s
second largest collection of
Warhol’s works after the Warhol
Museum in Pittsburgh. The
museum houses 160 original
oeuvres by the artist, including
several of his famous portraits
of Marilyn Monroe, Jackie
Onassis, Mick Jagger and
others. In a nod to the Slovak
Republic’s socialist past, there is
also a portrait of Lenin.
One of the most interesting
parts of the exhibition is the
section devoted to Warhol as
an individual. On display are
his baptismal gown, his first
camera, his sunglasses, items
of his clothing and even a can
of Campbell’s soup signed by
the father of pop art himself,
as well as a jacket with a
small piece of paper in its
pocket containing a note from
Warhol’s mother. Warhol is said
to have used elements of his
mother’s handwriting in some
of his works.
Prešovský kraj, okres Medzilaborce,
Medzilaborce
www.andywarhol.sk
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EXCLUSIVE

How does it feel to shoulder the responsibility and heritage of
a great champagne family?
For me it’s cool! I grew up with this name, but my family never told
me it was a special name. Maybe it will be different for the next
generation, because now we have access to everything in terms of
technology. They can find all the information and feel the impact of
the name. I never felt pressured in any way.

Is there such a thing as a “normal” day for the managing
director of a champagne house?

Olivier Krug,

managing director of
Krug Champagne
The House of Krug was founded
in 1843 by Joseph Krug, who
wanted to offer a consistently
good champagne every year,
regardless of annual changes in
climate. He founded the first and
only house with champagnes that
are all of undisputed quality.

A man with a dream
Having a private conversation with one of the most busy and most influential men in Champagne is
not easy, but I succeeded. Representing the sixth generation of the Krug Family, which creates some
of the best champagne in the world, Olivier Krug tells us the story of his great passion.
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I enjoy almost every minute of every day, as each day is different.
Let’s take a day when I travel. When I wake up, I usually don’t know
where I am; it takes about five minutes for me to get my bearings.
I travel a lot. Last week I was in California. On a specific day I might
have breakfast or brunch with journalists. It’s always good to start
the day with a few glasses of Krug, it works very well early in the
morning. [Smiles.]
Then I might meet with distributors to do education on
champagne, which is the favourite part of my work. I love talking
to people who say that they don’t know about Krug. It’s not about
knowledge, but about passion. I always remind sommeliers: ‘When
people ask you about Krug, they are not specialists.’ Many have read
books about wine, grapes, the harvest and so on, but when they ask
for a glass of champagne, they have one motivation – pleasure!
If you speak too technically about champagne, you lose people’s
interest. If you say, ‘Krug is the dream of a man come true’ and tell the
story of how it started, then that makes all the difference. If you want
great champagne and pleasure, then you don’t need to read a book.
We have already done the job for you! Every single bottle that leaves
this house with my name on it is the best possible champagne.
Going back to my typical work day, I love spending time with
my team as well. Then I might have lunch with a key customer, an
ambassador of Krug or a journalist. I like taking a little break in the
afternoon to relax with a cup of tea. That’s my British blood coming
out. [The wife of company founder Joseph Krug was British – ed.] Often
when I travel I have a big official dinner in the evening. It might be in
the best, most famous and luxurious restaurant in the city, but it can
also be in a tapas or burger place.
That might be unexpected, but what do you do with a bottle of
Krug at home? You need to feel easy. Not everyone has caviar and
three-star Michelin food at home. You might have your favourite
30-month-old Parmigiano cheese or your local fish. Yesterday I was
fishing in Brittany. I caught a sea bass and a lobster and cooked them
myself. You just put your fish in the oven and have a Krug rosé with it.
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Riedel now claims that it wants to get rid of the
classic flute glass for champagne. Which kind
of glass do you think is the most appropriate
for enjoying a champagne with the complexity
of Krug?
If I may, I would describe Krug as generous, not
complex. Champagne is about generosity. If you
want to express generosity of taste, you cannot lock
it in a narrow glass. Although our chef de caves has
created a glass together with Riedel, the idea is not to
put champagne in a specific glass, it’s about letting
the champagne express itself. The idea is to give out
more pleasure.

Some tasters claim that Grande Cuvée with age is
as complex as vintage or even more complex than
vintage. What’s your opinion?

House of Krug

To finish the day, I often visit one place or another
after dinner. One facet of Krug might not be so wellknown, but you can also have it in a good nightclub. If
there is a party, then I want to drink champagne, good
champagne. A temperature of 9, 10, 12 degrees is the
best and a wine glass is a must. No flutes! These types
of work days always end very late for me.
Another day might be in the vineyards. I like to
walk through the wine cellar and I like to smell the
aromas. At this time of the year, when we bring in the
harvest, every day has a different aroma in the air. I like
to shake hands with the people here; some of them
have been working longer than me. We have a very
special relationship. We know each other, there is a
lot of respect.
Some days are really crazy. I like to pop into the
tasting room unannounced. My little luxury when I
don’t travel is to go home for lunch. Thirty minutes
from here [the Krug champagne house – ed.] and I am
home to have a quick lunch with my eight-year-old
daughter. I might go to the vineyard with Eric Lebel,
the chef de caves.

How is a family life compatible with this schedule?
It’s a matter of balance. I try to find the time for my
family as well.

Summarise Krug in a few sentences to a consumer.
Krug is the dream of a man. An explosion of flavours.
Generosity that lasts very long, because you have
the backbone of finesse. I was in San Francisco last
Thursday and my very good sommelier friend said:
‘I have tasted thousands of wines in my life, but not
a single wine gives me so much from one sip as
Grande Cuvée does.’ It always surprises people and
when they taste it for the first time, they ask, ‘What are
you serving?’ Then they say, ‘Wow!’
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I fully agree. I will quote Serena Sutcliffe (Master of
Wine) from Sotheby’s: “I thought the best champagne
on earth in terms of aging was Krug vintages until I had
some Grande Cuvée”.

When my dad opened a bottle

of champagne, we were given small
glasses to smell and taste it
Where did you grow up?
Here in Reims, just next door to the
champagne house.

Was there always a bottle of champagne
at the dinner table at home when you
were a kid?
No, not really. A bottle of wine maybe, nothing
special. My home was next door to the House of
Krug, but I did not know what it was.

What are your first childhood memories
connected to champagne?
When my dad opened a bottle of champagne,
we were given small glasses to smell and taste it. I
also remember the scent of the air when I played
football in the cellars while my parents had no
idea that I was there.

You were born into a legendary winemaker’s
family. Is this the main reason for your love of
champagne?
I have no clue how things would be if my family
was not from Champagne. I would probably be
an entrepreneur in a place with a lot of ideas
and creativity. In any case, I feel I am in the right
place here.
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What do you have in your wine cellar?
Very often when I travel I fly back with one, two or three bottles from
the place I have visited. It’s very eclectic. I like Bordeaux very much. I
like Burgundy because it’s all about the terroir. I don’t like wines where
you feel the winemaker. That’s boring for me. I want to talk about the
terroir. It’s important to listen to the terroir, not to replace it.

What’s the most underestimated wine in the world today?
Krug Grande Cuvée! Everyone wants the best champagne. No one
says: ‘I want champagne, but don’t give me the best.’ A bottle of
Grande Cuvée is always consistently superior.

What food and wine you would serve for a very special and
private dinner?
My lobster in the oven with just a little butter, preferably with
chopsticks. I also love 30-month aged Parmigiano. Because of its
generosity, Krug is the most versatile champagne with food. If you
have a bottle on hand then you will never make a mistake. It’s
that easy!

Great champagne is about

generosity. It takes over 20 years to craft
each bottle of Krug Grande Cuvée

Is there anything that you’ve always wanted to say about
champagne but haven’t?
Great champagne is about generosity. It takes over 20 years to craft
each bottle of Krug Grande Cuvée.

What project or accomplishment do you consider to be the
most significant in your career with Krug?
I am one of the least conservative people here. Maybe I should be
a gatekeeper, but I am just the opposite. This is something that I
have been doing since I joined Krug. My main role is to transmit the
message to people, and I love doing it.

What is the single most powerful challenge when it comes to
making good champagne?
A vision. What do I want to achieve? Where do I want to go? To find
the individuality that contributes to the richness of a quality end
product.

Can you name three cities where you like to drink Krug
and what dishes would you match it with? Your top three
Krug moments?
San Francisco, the first time I went to the USA without having a
burger. Tokyo, Grande Cuvée with beautiful tempura, because of
its crispiness. France, in a country house with an older bottle of
Grande Cuvée forgotten somewhere in the cellar.

How did the relationship between Krug and L’Assiette
Champenoise (one of the best restaurants in Champagne,
with three Michelin stars) begin?
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Arnould Lallement, the chef, called me 14 years ago
when he was working with his dad and said, ‘I want my
house champagne to be Krug.’ I said, ‘Are you crazy?’,
but he replied, ‘No, I am not!’ He was sure that it would
work, that if he served Krug to his customers, then they
would know exactly how much he cares for them.
In the beginning he was selling very little of it and
we had our doubts. Then he said, ‘We will serve it by the
glass!’ I immediately understood that this would make a
difference and that it would work. L’Assiette Champenoise
quickly became a big Krug customer. When people go
to a restaurant, they go to have a great time. They don’t
want to listen to technical issues, they want to enjoy.

How do you choose your Krug ambassadors
around the world?
Krug ambassadors are chosen by our team. They are
people who love Krug. They already work in restaurants
or in retail. They work with our customers at places that
usually serve Krug by the glass.

What about social networks? The era of Instagram
is an era of instant gratification. Where do you see
classic values in a medium like that?
For me social networks are more like a connection to the
audience with my personal touch. Since my life is closely
connected to champagne, of course I post a lot about

Vineyards

it. I had a present given to me, a little bottle named Krug
en voyage and I promised that I would do like Amélie
Poulin [the main character in a French film – ed.], which
is to bring it with me and take a picture everywhere I
go. Now it’s turned into a fun thing in my Instagram. It’s
not so much about the product itself, but more about
connecting with the people. It’s about letting people
into the world of this beautiful champagne. People see
that there is no set menu or format on how you should
enjoy champagne. You can always open a bottle and
share it with someone you like.

OUTLOOK / INTERVIEW
final blend or releasing a wine?

Champagne cellars

I

am sure that women are the most
important people for champagne,
because they always decide which
bottle will be ordered
Tell us more about the new ID codes.
Each bottle has a unique code to be used with Krug
App. You get the whole story of the bottle – the
vintages in the blend, food pairings and even music
pairing! It lets people compare the bottles they have
and see what’s behind them. This also serves as
evidence that it is possible to make great champagne
every year. When you drink Grande Cuvée – and I love
to explain the life of 2003, the richness of 2000, the
exuberance of 1996, the spices of 1990 and so on – in
a glass of champagne, you have everything.

Regarding the Krug tasting committee, who is
the boss when it comes to deciding about the

The boss is Eric Lebel, the chef de caves, and luckily
we mostly agree with each other. [At that very
moment Eric enters the room like he knows what
we are talking about and leaves with a pleased look
on his face. – ed.] This morning at 7 AM we had a
meeting with the committee. Almost everyone
was coming out of an 18-hour flight. ‘Where are
we?’ was the main question. [Laughs.]
Every year is a challenge and everyone on my
committee is a wine expert. I started 25 years
ago when my grandfather was still here. My
best feature is the ability to connect with the
audience. We love to welcome people in this
house and visitors feel at home here. A very
strong characteristic of Krug is to connect with
the audience.
In the tasting committee my main role is to
tell the others that ‘this will work’. That is the main
reason we made the 2003 vintage, because it was a
very challenging year. With the bad weather in the
spring we already knew that we would lose 50% of
the crop. Then an extremely hot summer followed.
When you go global, your drink is the average
quality of the whole crop, but if you go plot by
plot like we do here, it’s different, it can be very
good. We decided to do a very small quantity and
we love the finesse of this vintage. We produced a
champagne that expressed this life of 2003.

What do men and women expect from
champagne?
I am sure that women are the most important
people for champagne, because they always
decide which bottle will be ordered. Men are more
driven by hedonism and it’s very important to
them that the champagne always delivers.
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• Wooden floors
• Wooden terraces
• Glues and varnishes
• Oils and lacquers
• Natural paints
• Technical service

Krug Vintage
The expression of a year
revealed by Krug. Unique
to the House of Krug, every
Krug Vintage is crafted to
be different, to reveal the
expression of a particular year.
A year with character, a year
with a special story to tell in a
way that Krug alone can relate.
To narrate this story, Krug has
blended very expressive wines
from a single year, enhanced
by a stay of over ten years in
the cellars. Recent vintages
available on the market are
1998, 2000 and 2003.

For 20 years, we have been a leading
partner of architects, building
companies and private homeowners.
We offer you all kinds of wooden floor
coverings, as well as products for their
installation and maintenance.

Krug Clos Du Mesnil

Krug champagnes
Whether you are planning to build a
house, a restaurant or a shopping
center, you will find everything that you
need in our showrooms.
Our technicians will help you to realize
your wishes and assist you in all steps
of your project.

Trust the experts!
BERLIN
Ohlauer Straße 40, D-10999 Berlin
Tel. (+49) 306100990 • info@abschliff.de
HAMBURG
Steilshooper Alee 49, D-22309 Hamburg
Tel. (+49) 4063664632 • hamburg@abschliff.de
RIGA
A. Čaka iela 107, LV-1011 Riga
Tel. (+371) 67843844 • info@abschliff.lv

Krug is the only house to offer five prestige
cuvées that are all different, while all being of
equal, undisputed quality and distinction.
Krug Grande Cuvée

Krug Rosé

The ultimate pleasure
experience in champagne.
The most generous
champagne in the world
with exceptional finesse.
Krug Grande Cuvée is
the archetype of Krug’s
philosophy of craftsmanship
and savoir faire: a blend of
around 120 wines from ten
or more different vintages,
some of which may reach
15 years of age. Blending
so many vintages gives
Krug Grande Cuvée its
unique fullness of flavours
and aromas, its incredible
generosity and its absolute
elegance – something
impossible to express with
the wines of just a single
year. Its exceptional finesse
is the result of a stay of at
least another six years in the
cellars. Over twenty years are
needed to craft each bottle
of Krug Grande Cuvée:
the first prestige cuvée recreated each year, beyond
the very notion of vintage.

The ultimate pleasure
experience in rosé
champagne. Unexpected,
both sensual and daring.
Krug Rosé is the only
prestige cuvee rosé to
be blended from a rich
palette of wines from
three different grape
varieties and from such
a wide range of vintages.
These are blended with a
wonderfully expressive skinfermented Pinot Noir wine
to deliver its unparalleled
and characteristic colour
and spice. A resting time
of at least five years in
Krug’s cellars gives Krug
Rosé its subtle bubbles
and long-lasting elegance.
Krug Rosé is everywhere
we don’t expect it to be,
in terms of texture, colour
and taste. Krug Rosé is a
remarkable champagne
that encapsulates the same
creative spirit of Krug Grande
Cuvée, again surpassing the
very notion of vintage.

A very rare champagne, Krug
Clos du Mesnil showcases
the unique character of a
single plot of Chardonnay,
harvested in a single year.
The 1.84-hectare vineyard
overlooked by the village
church has been protected by
walls since 1698. It is located
in the heart of Mesnil-surOger, one of the most iconic
villages for Chardonnay in the
Champagne region. Krug Clos
du Mesnil has an expansive
generous personality enhanced
by a finish that powers through
with extreme precision.
Vintages available: 2000
and 2003.

Krug
Clos D’ Ambonnay
Krug Clos d’Ambonnay
celebrates with the rarest
of champagnes the unique
character of a particular Pinot
Noir grape – that of a small,
walled, 0.68-hectare plot
from the heart of Ambonnay,
one of the most distinguished
villages for this grape variety in
Champagne and one that has
played a very special role in
the life of the House of Krug.
Krug Clos d’Ambonnay reveals
a personality with significant
presence, great substance and
an amazing length and finesse.
Vintages available: 1996
and 1998. BO
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Publicity photos and
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Five of Europe’s
most sought-out
meditation houses
Oases for making an inner journey

R

etreat centres that offer various
types of meditation practices
are rapidly gaining popularity
among the mainstream public,
which has largely overlooked them until
lately. Many people feel that their lives
have become increasingly fast-paced and
stressful, and meditation is no longer a
luxury that only the enlightened seek to
practice. More and more individuals are
making their way to yearly retreats and
meditation houses, which have become
increasingly accommodating for their part,
adjusting their schedules to the busy lives
of their clients. Beautiful hidden places,
peace and quiet, seclusion and slowing
down is what many seek. Patrons may seek
solace in a religion that they have grown
up with or in one that seems appealing
by way of being more exotic. One can also
choose a place that is open to individuals
from all religions as well as to those who
follow none. Sometimes we are too busy to
think about what we truly want and how to
pursue fulfilling lives. Meditation might not
be for everyone, but retreating – at least
for a while – is a present that each of us
deserves to give to ourselves.

Gaia House Meditation
Retreat Centre,
England
Christina Feldman and Christopher Titmuss
returned to England from India in 1976 and
started a community in Gillets, Kent, where
they began to teach meditation. They were
later joined by Maurice Ash and Stephen
and Martine Batchelor. Together, the five
practitioners became the Gaia House
teaching team.
The Gaia House is located in the quiet
woodlands of South Devon and is a silent
meditation retreat centre operating in the
Buddhist tradition. It is open to anyone
who is interested in inner exploration and
self-development. The centre offers an
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Work retreats

offer the opportunity
to integrate meditation
practice with one’s
daily life
extensive group retreat programme with
meditation instructions and teachings
drawn from a variety of Buddhist
traditions, focusing mostly on vipassanā or
insight meditation.
The group retreats are led by
experienced dharma teachers from around
the world, but no previous experience is
required from the participants. Personal and
work retreats are designed for visitors with
previous experience in silent retreats and
with an established meditation practice. All
of the retreats are held in silence.
Currently the November solitary
retreat (lasting the whole month) is a rare
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opportunity to engage in extended
uninterrupted individual meditation.
Regular dharma talks are held and
guidance is offered in insight meditation,
tranquillity meditation and more.
Participants have their own rooms and
may choose solitude, or they may sit with
a small community of other participants.
Various types of group retreats are
available in December, including the
New Year’s retreat. Personal retreats
are available to people with previous
experience in silent meditation, as these
retreats entail extended periods of
solitude. The retreats are supported by
weekly meetings with a teacher and are
considered an excellent way to develop
one’s own practice and attain greater
self-reliance.
Work retreats, on the other hand, offer
the opportunity to integrate meditation
practice with one’s daily life. Suitable
for physically healthy participants with
established meditation experience, the
retreat consists of five hours of physical
work and four sessions of meditation per
day as a minimum. Those who choose
the work retreat can also take part in
group retreat sessions and will meet
individually with their teachers. They
commit to staying at the Gaia House for a
minimum of two weeks to a maximum of
three months.
The Gaia House maintains a library of
over 2,000 recorded dharma talks given
during retreats and events at the retreat
centre, in which experienced meditation
teachers explore the meanings of
Buddha’s teachings and their applications
to our everyday lives. The extensive Gaia
House website offers a multitude of
information, including an After a Retreat
advice page for making the most of one’s
retreat experience, maintaining a regular
meditation practice and much more.
Where can you find it? In the
countryside of South Devon, England.
gaiahouse.co.uk
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Holy Isle Centre
for World Peace,
Scotland
Holy Isle is located off the west coast
of Scotland and is owned by Rokpa, an
international family of charities that
helps those in need throughout Tibet,
Nepal and other countries. The charity
was established by Akong Rinpoche, a
Tibetan lama who fled Tibet in 1958 and
who founded a Tibetan monastery and

Buddhist centre named Samye Ling in
the south of Scotland. Today the spiritual
director of the Holy Isle Centre is Lama
Yeshe Rinpoche, an abbot who previously
worked at Samye Ling. However, the Holy
Isle Centre is not exclusively Buddhist,
nor is it reserved only for those who have
chosen a religious path in their lives.
The centre welcomes “people of all
faiths and none” to its 60-bed guest house
for retreats, courses and contemplative
holiday breaks between April and October
of each year. The centre is closed to guests

during the winter, with the exception of a
Christmas retreat, New Year’s retreat and a
10-week winter retreat.
Guests are welcome for stays at the
centre during the summer term and for day
trips. The island is divided into several areas,
some of which are exclusively for birds and
animals, while others are used for a treeplanting programme.
The Holy Isle Centre propounds five
golden rules: to protect life and refrain from
killing; to respect other people’s property
and refrain from stealing; to speak the truth
and refrain from lying; to encourage health
and refrain from intoxicants; and to respect
others and their integrity.
When staying at the centre, one is free to
spend one’s days according to one’s wishes,
although most courses have an individual
daily programme. Meals are served three
times a day and joining the resident
volunteers in their work is an opportunity
that one can use daily. Volunteer workshops
are held at the beginning and the end
of the most active season, providing an
informal way for guests to become part
of the island life. Anyone can volunteer
in the kitchen, with housekeeping and
maintenance, with gardening and with
landscape conservation.
Courses for December of this year
include a Christmas retreat with Elizabeth
West, in which participants are invited
to avoid the over-indulgence that is so
characteristic of that time of year and to
rekindle feelings of peace and compassion.
The course includes basic instructions
in meditation and a simple schedule.
Visitors are free to partake in as much or
as little of the schedule as they choose.
The course also gives them enough time
to relax and enjoy the island as well as the
company of others.
The New Year’s retreat with Edie Irwin
includes four sitting practice sessions
every day, required from all participants,
as well as optional activities to help clients
maintain their focus and avoid getting
distracted. Special exercises will be geared
to listening, talking, walking and eating
without losing attentiveness to these tasks.
For information about prices, consult the
retreat’s website.
Where can you find it? Off the west
coast of central Scotland.
www.holyisland.org

70 / AIRBALTIC.COM

OUTLOOK / SPECIAL

House of Elijah
(Elijas nams), Latvia
The House of Elijah is located in a beautiful
secluded area near an old Livonian village,
about 1.7 km from the Baltic Sea. It was
founded and is run by Juris Rubenis, a
renowned Latvian theologist with over
30 years of pastoral experience in the
Lutheran church. Rubenis holds a degree
for teaching contemplative meditation
from the Lassalle-Kontemplationsschule
Via Integralis in Switzerland and is a
member of the World Community for
Christian Meditation.
The Christian meditation specialists from
the House of Elijah propound the tradition
of contemplative (silent or subject-less)
meditation and strive to encourage
ecumenical collaboration between differing
religious traditions. They organise seminars,
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gatherings and meditation retreats, which
are led by both locally based and visiting
contemplation teachers.
The House of Elijah was founded to
help people renew their spiritual strength,
continue on their path of self-improvement
and resolve more serious issues related
to emotional trauma or burnout. The
meditation house offers three, five and
seven-day programmes. The first of two
three-day programmes is an introduction
to Christian meditation for people with
little or no previous knowledge about
practical meditation. The second threeday course in contemplative meditation
is for people with previous meditation
experience and who have attended the
introductory course.
The five-day course in contemplative
meditation is suitable for people with more
extensive experience in meditation, and
permission to take part from the instructor

is required. This program includes at
least 18 hours of meditation. The sevenday course in contemplative meditation
is for those with substantial experience
in meditation and includes at least 32
hours of meditation.
A personal approach and
discreetness are guaranteed to all
those participating in the meditation
programmes, which are designed for
a maximum of 12-14 people at a time.
Peace and quiet can be found in this
haven in the true sense of these words.
Participants are treated to healthy
and organic vegetarian meals in the
beautiful surroundings of a living, green
forest. For information about prices,
consult the retreat’s website.
Where can you find it? In the village
of Lūžņa near the city of Ventspils
in Latvia.
www.elijasnams.lv
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Assisi Simple Peace
Retreat Hermitage,
Italy
Assisi was the home of St. Francis, the
creator of the Franciscan monastic
movement, and St. Clare, who followed in
his footsteps and started the first women’s
religious order back in the beginning of
the 13th century. In 1999, Ruth and Bruce
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Davis restored the original Courthouse of
Assisi, which already existed in the time
of St. Francis and St. Clare, and turned it
into a Peace Centre for the Religions of the
World. They later sold the centre once they
had completed the reconstruction of their
current retreat home in the countryside. In
2002, the couple opened the Simple Peace
Retreat Hermitage, which exists to this day.
It was named one of the top ten retreat
centres in the world by Travel & Leisure

Magazine in 2008 and by CNN in 2011.
Bruce, who holds a PhD in psychology
and has authored various books on
meditation and history, runs the daily
sitting meditations. His teachings focus
on silence and simplicity. Ruth has been a
devoted dancer since childhood and has
been teaching movement as a spiritual
practice for several decades. She says that
by moving in pace with nature we also
learn the pace of inner peace.
Assisi Simple Peace Retreat Hermitage
is set on 25 acres of land, with hundreds
more acres of farmland surrounding it,
only 4 km away from the centre of the
town of Assisi. The retreat leaders live
on the property and shuttle service is
provided for visits to the historical town.
Assisi welcomes people from all
religious and non-religious traditions,
and no previous experience in
meditation is required. Each day a
morning meditation is provided, along
with meditative movement by Ruth,
followed by a daily evening meditation.
One-on-one meditative guidance is
also available, while the afternoons are
free for rest, walks, visits to Assisi and
enjoying the contemplative, quiet life of
the surroundings.
The sitting meditation is contemplative
and designed to lessen mental activity –
particularly the noise in our heads from
which we can get away from so rarely –
whereas the moving meditation offers
a Tai Chi-style Sacred Movement Ritual,
which is geared to help us reveal deeper
truths about ourselves. The retreat
provides not only a temporary getaway
but is designed to help participants decide
how to continue their daily lives. Visitors
are welcome to use their own meditation
or prayer practices, but to those who are
new to meditation, guidance is given.
From December to February only
self-guided retreats are available, while
from March several guided retreats are run
every month. Each retreat lasts six days
and five nights at the country villa, with
all amenities included. The total cost per
person, including the retreat programme
and accommodation fee, is EUR 600.
Where can you find it? Near Assisi
in the province of Perugia in the Umbria
region of Italy.
www.assisiretreats.org
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Stupkalnis Buddist
Retreat Centre,
Lithuania
The Stupkalnis Buddhist Retreat Centre
is the headquarters of the Diamond
Way Buddhism Karma Kagyu Lineage in
Lithuania and the largest retreat centre in
the Baltics. The complex covers 60 hectares
of land and incorporates one of the
highest spots in the area, from which the
view of a stunning landscape unfolds. The
land was purchased by the Diamond Way
School in 2000 so that it could organise
longer and more focused courses and
retreats for practitioners of the school’s
teachings.
In 2009, the main building of the
Stupkalnis Retreat Centre was completed
along with three retreat huts designed
for solitary meditation. The building was
designed by a Czech architect, with its
walls erected by Lithuanians and with
the roof completed by Germans. The

76 / AIRBALTIC.COM

builders were professionals and practicing
Buddhists who worked on the project
voluntarily.
Aware of the requirements of a Western
lifestyle – where year-long (or even longer!)
retreats, so common in Asia, are hardly ever
an option – Stupkalnis organises sessions

The builders were

professionals and
practicing Buddhists who
worked on the project
voluntarily
for short or extended weekends, with
occasional longer-lasting programs as well.
The Diamond Way meditation weekends
take place almost every week and the
price is a mere EUR 23 per person, with
food and accommodation included. The
cost for a solitary retreat hut is EUR 8 (no
food included). Each year, a large summer
retreat course is organised with 500 to

1,200 participants and with the main lamas
from the Karma Kagyu School (which is
one of the four major schools of Tibetan
Buddhism) taking part.
Only after the school had purchased the
land did its leaders find out that the name
of the highest hill on their newly acquired
territory is Stupkalnis (meaning Stupa Hill
in Lithuanian). In Buddhism the term ‘stupa’
refers to a commemorative monument that
typically houses sacred relics associated
with either Buddha or other saints. The
school plans to erect a Buddhist stupa on
Stupkalnis and the selected place has been
marked by a pile of rocks.
The founders of the school see this
coincidence of names as confirmation
that Stupkalnis is the right place for the
Buddhist retreat. It should appeal not only
to devoted practitioners of Buddhism but
also to those who have an open mind
towards the softly-treading Tibetan culture.
Where can you find it? Near the town
of Kražiai in the Kelmė district of Lithuania.

There’s no problem
that music
can't solve.
/ Hellen, a nurse /

www.stupkalnis.lt

www.latvia.travel
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European Regional Development Fund
INVESTING IN YOUR FUTURE

Enjoy the flavours
of Latvia at Berlin’s
80th “Green Week”,
an international
fair for food,
agriculture and
horticulture
SIA “Lāči” publicity photos

As organizers and participants of the Fair,
we are proud of our nation and our status as
partner. We invite everyone to visit the Latvian
national stand at Berlin’s “Green Week” fair
from 16 to 25 January 2015, in hall 8.2, and to
experience the flavour of Latvia for yourself

“Green Week” is
the largest and
most significant
exhibition in
the field of
agriculture, food
and horticulture
in the world

In 2015, Latvia
will be the
partner country
of “Green Week”,
the international
fair for food,
agriculture and
horticulture

Latvia, as the Fair’s partner
country, will make its national
stand eye-catching, informative
and representative of the
country as a whole, so that every
visitor can find their favourite
products as well as discover
something new and astonishing

OUTLOOK / TRAVEL

OUTLOOK / TRAVEL

Living in Berlin: an insider’s
guide to the cosmopolitan
capital

Fly to Europe
with airBaltic
from

€29

ONE
WAY

House of World Cultures

T

he first time that I woke up in Berlin was at the Hotel
Weinmeister. It was a chilly October morning and I had
just arrived on a plane from Toronto. I had a backpack and
one friend in the city. Like hundreds of other expats who
arrived that day, I had summoned the courage to restart my life in
the German capital. I picked up the phone and started searching
for an apartment. My hotel window overlooked the busy central
district of Mitte, which has still retained a sense of ruggedness from
its former years. Looking out, I noticed that everyone was dressed
stylishly. I wasn’t used to this, but I found myself drawn to the sight.
Berlin attracts foreigners, specifically creative types. Models,
actors, artists and journalists come here to step up their game.
Looking to break through the “glass ceiling” of their hometowns,
they arrive in a city that offers bigger opportunities and a wider
network as well as inexpensive art studios and housing. The trick
is to continue one’s international business while based in Berlin.
World-renowned artists like Ólafur Elíasson, Daniel Richter and
Katharina Grosse work from studios in the city and have successfully
used Berlin as a springboard for their sparkling creative careers.
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As the largest city in Germany and with a population of
3.5 million, Berlin is much more than the Wall that divided
it for nearly 30 years. Since Germany’s reunification in 1990,
the German capital has come to be known as the “New York
of Europe,” full of cosy bars and warehouse clubs for all-night
clubbers. If you happen to be an early bird (a rarity in this city),
then many other curiosities line the lively streets, ranging from
cute cafés to public park karaoke.
This cosmopolitan culture capital hosts many regular
events, including the bi-annual fashion week and the famous
Berlinale Film Festival. The city is home to over 2000 galleries
and 200 museums, with pockets of culture from the west end
of Charlottenburg to the east side of Friedrichshain. There
are countless ways to spend your days in this sprawling,
architecturally-diverse metropolis, which is filled with
neoclassical masterpieces, many of them reconstructed after
the Second World War. One third of Berlin is covered by leafy
parks, gardens and waterways, including the noodle-shaped
River Spree.

© visitBerlin, Wolfgang Scholvien

Text by Nadja Sayej
Publicity photos and courtesy of
visitBerlin, KINDL Centre for Contemporary
Art, Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Berlin,
Helmut Newton Foundation

TV Tower

Das Stue bar

Absinth Depot
Berlin bar

3 Minutes sur Mer restaurant

Vibrant Mitte
Back in the 1990s after the fall of the Berlin Wall,
Mitte was a hub for squatting anarchists. This part of
the city centre was run down at the time, but soon
after, the techno scene gave birth to a remarkable
alternative culture. A must-visit in Mitte is the TV
Tower (Panoramastraße 1A), an icon in the heart of
Alexanderplatz. Completed in 1969, it remains the
tallest structure in Germany. For a stunning view of
landmarks like Tiergarten, the Victory Column and the
Red Town Hall, catch a 40-second elevator trip to the
top, where a bar and restaurant also operate.
On the main strip of Torstraβe you will come across
the trendy Odessa Bar, concept shops and eateries.
Check out 3 Minutes sur Mer (Torstraße 167), a French
restaurant that serves a plat du jour with soup and
dessert.
Catch up on your e-mail at the St. Oberholz Café,
which provides free Wi-Fi. The Absinth Depot Berlin
(Weinmeisterstraße 4) offers over 100 types of absinth
along with absinth chocolate, literature and gift sets.
Its owner recommends the Hausmarke bitter, a local
fruity flavour.
If you prefer cosy sofas, then head for Das Stue, an
upscale bar set in a luxury boutique hotel of the same
name in what was previously the Danish embassy. The
bar’s drinks card features 1920s-inspired cocktails and
over 400 German and Spanish wines.
For the ultimate selfie, the Brandenburg Gate offers
a picturesque view. Restored in 2002, it is only steps
away from boutiques on Friedrichstraβe, where the

Quartier 207 department store was opened in 1997
by Anne Maria Jagdfeld. She well and truly brought
cosmopolitan shopping to Berlin. Among other things,
the store sells colourful nail polish by Uslu Airlines and
hosts boutiques by Louis Vuitton, Gina Tricot and many
other brands.
Checkpoint Charlie, the former crossing point
between East and West, is now the site of the
Checkpoint Charlie Museum, which showcases nonviolent protest exhibitions including objects belonging
to assassinated Indian leader Mohandas Ghandi, letters,
video footage and more.
Be sure to visit the Museum for Communication
Berlin. Built in 1872 as the world’s first postal museum,
it houses exemplars of the famed blue and red
Mauritius stamps dating from 1847, which are among
the most expensive postage stamps in the world. Learn
about the sphere of telecommunications and don’t
miss the incredible TV collection.
If you’re heading north of Mitte, then seek out the
trendy district of Prenzlauer Berg. The fashion-friendly
Kastanienallee is home to Die Schule, a classic German
restaurant which offers traditional Schnitzel alongside
tasty vegetarian options like Spätzle.
During the weekends, Berlin’s historical Mauerpark,
which was once part of the Wall, is home to a
popular Sunday flea market, with sellers hawking an
assortment of vinyl records, antiques, bikes and East
German memorabilia from the crack of dawn. Join
in the applause for the Bearpit Karaoke Show in a
stone amphitheatre.
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Helmut Newton
Foundation

Café Einstein

© Stephan Müller

Café Einstein

Helmut Newton.
Sigourney Weaver,
Los Angeles, 1983

The legendary Berlin-born

photographer Helmut Newton shot stylish
and erotic black-and-white photos for
Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar

Café Einstein

Trendy neighbourhoods
Continue west to the
upscale neighbourhood of
Charlottenburg, which is
getting its groove back. Once
a hangout for David Bowie
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and Iggy Pop in the 1970s, it
hosts an array of patisseries
and boutiques. Right beside
the historical Zoo Palast cinema
is the Bikini Berlin concept
mall. Instead of the usual

mall brands, this is where one
can get Comme des Garçons
cologne or the latest from
Berlin designer Anna Kraft.
Some shops in the mall are
temporary pop-up ventures
that do business for a few
months at a time. They can
be found in the 19 Bikini Berlin
“boxes” or wooden stalls
designed by the Munich
architecture firm Hild und
K. Among the independent
businesses currently featured
is the Glamoury Pharmacy hair
and beauty salon, while the
Edsor Berlin collection sells
handmade ties, pocket squares
and scarves.
Want to see the baboons
of the Berlin Zoo? The rooftop
terrace at Bikini Berlin offers an
overhead view. At the garden
level, the Gestalten café and

bookshop sells art magazines,
home accessories and its own
line of books, including the
Monocle Guide to Good Business,
whose editors were on hand
to sign book copies here last
month. Pegged next to the
mall, you can’t miss the 25hours
Hotel, which is a neighbouring
skyscraper. Its rooftop
Polynesian-style Monkey Bar
(Budapester Strasse 40) offers a
magical city view.
Just down the street is the
Helmut Newton Foundation
(Jebensstraβe 2), which pays
homage to the legendary
Berlin-born photographer.
Newton shot stylish and erotic
black-and-white photos for
Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar. His
portraits of Madonna, David
Bowie and Marilyn Monroe
are regarded as classics. From

November 26 until May of
next year, a new exhibition will
feature 200 photos of fashion
icons, nudes and portraits
(including Sigourney Weaver)
taken by Newton, half of these
never before displayed in Berlin.
Those who are fond of exotic
tea should visit Paper & Tea
(Bleibtreustrasse 4), a museumlike specialty tea shop that
offers high-end teas from
China, Korea and Taiwan in an
open-concept store. Don’t miss
the tasting stations where you
can sip before you buy.
If you prefer coffee, then the
Café Einstein (Kürfürstenstraße
58) serves stellar cappuccino.
This spacious hideaway is
located in a former secret
gambling club from the Weimar
Republic. Try the Einstein
breakfast with salmon. For a
view of opulent extravagance,
the Charlottenburg Palace is the
only surviving royal residence
dating back to the time of the
Hohenzollern family, which
once ruled the German Empire.

While Berlin’s high culture
is world-renowned, so is
its underground. The best
of this semi-secret Berlin
includes hidden bars,
restaurants and other venues
like the Tausend cocktail bar
(Schiffbauerdamm 11), which
stands behind a nondescript
steel door on the Spree. At the
Clärchens Ballhaus, a 1920s-style
restaurant, climb further
upstairs to find a secret venue
called the Spiegelsaal (Mirror
Hall). Untouched from the
Wilhelminian era, this historic
venue hosts a Pasta Opera and
candlelit concertos.
Speaking of exclusive
venues, the Boros Collection
of artworks belonging to
advertising executive Christian
Boros is housed in an old
wartime bunker that can be
visited by appointment only.
Here you will find pieces by
former members of the Young
British Artists movement,
including Damien Hirst and
Sarah Lucas.
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Roman Signer. Kitfox Experimental, 2014

© KINDL Centre for Contemporary Art

KINDL Centre for Contemporary Art

© Jens Ziehe

Liquorice assortment at Kadó
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Industrial, which salvages
historic furniture and light
fixtures. Old subway clocks and
traditional Bauhaus-style lamps
are sold alongside pre- and
postwar lamps. In the backyard,
pieces of the Berlin Wall are
lined up and showcased as an
open-air museum.
In the nearby district of
Kreuzberg, the lively bar and
nightlife scene is rich with Turkish
culture. Deep in the heart of the
Gorlitzer Park area you will find
Vögelchen, an established bar and
café decorated with vintage keys,
old photographs and a classic
typewriter. Try the chocolate cake
paired with hazelnut schnapps
while soaking in an acoustic show
in the evening.
For a lively night, start off at the
Michelberger Hotel, which has a
stylish lobby bar. Its houseblend
drink is based on old German
Diverse arts scene
recipes. DJs spin everything from
The arts scene in Berlin is vast
old disco to new techno under
and diverse. In the southeastern
lamps that are crafted from
neighbourhood of Neukölln, the
shredded magazine pages. Once
multi-purpose KINDL Centre for
Contemporary Art occupies the old you get warmed up, the Kreuzberg
Berliner Kindl beer brewery, where it clubs are a short walk away on
hosts pop-up theatre performances, Revaler Straβe.
The Club der Visionaere is
exhibitions and even the odd
located on the edge of Berlin’s
rave party. Artists there have truly
settled into a newfound bohemian 400 kilometre-long river, the
Spree. Dance on the multicolour
art scene.
dance floor and meet locals on
Over in the former border zone
of Mitte, the Neu West Berlin venue the riverside patio. If you make
it until sunrise, then the view
at Köpenicker Straβe is a prime
is spectacular.
example of how artist-converted
Kreuzberg is also a hub for
spaces breathe new life into the city.
Co-founder Matthias Crause helped young entrepreneurs and the
take over this former office building, much-hyped Berlin startup
scene. The weekly Betabreakfast
which had been used by the Free
brings together the local
German Youth movement of the
startup community at Betahaus
GDR. Now, it’s a one-year pop-up
(Prinzessinnenstraße 19-20), a
that opened in April. The eighth
popular co-working space. With
floor is home to a reservation-only
free Wi-Fi, superb Americanos
restaurant called Flo Inc., which
and fresh croissants, this is a good
specialises in contemporary Swiss
place to meet new faces.
fare. On a recent evening, chef
For sweets, the Kadó
Chris Eckert served Kürbis Rösti
(Graefestraße 20) liquorice shop
with salmon and a soup with
flaunts hundreds of different kinds
Alpine herbs.
of liquorice in charming glass jars,
The main floor of the building
from Norway to Germany.
is home to a shop called Urban
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Fashion metropolis

Tailors Martin Purwin
and Boris Radczun

Mercedes-Benz Berlin Fashion Week

Clothes by French-Austrian designer Marina Hoermanseder

While

the Milan, Paris and New York fashion
weeks showcase big names, it’s refreshing to see
something eclectic on runways in Berlin
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For fashion, Purwin & Radczun is a studio
devoted to bringing back the traditional
craftsmanship of bespoke tailoring.
At Tempelhofer Ufer, tailors create
custom-made coats and suits with over
5,000 fabrics from the UK and Italy.
For haute couture, see the MercedesBenz Berlin Fashion Week next January.
Star-studded runways showcase designers
from Berlin and beyond displaying the
latest designer trends. French-Austrian
designer Marina Hoermanseder stole the
show at the event this summer. A former
intern of Alexander McQueen, her main
inspiration is 18th-century orthopaedic
medical gear. She has already drawn the
attention of Lady Gaga, Eve and Peaches.
While the Milan, Paris and New York
fashion weeks showcase big names, it’s
refreshing to see something eclectic
on runways in this city. That’s what sets
experimental Berlin’s apart. Here, the
runway is a place for playful creations.
For architecture buffs, the Tchoban
Foundation Museum for Architectural
Drawing shows how buildings evolve
from drawings that have sometimes
even been made on the back of a napkin.
The founder of the museum, Russian
architect Sergei Tchoban, has previously
displayed the architectural drawings of
Zaha Hadid, Daniel Libeskind and David
Chipperfield. Tchoban says architecture
drawing is still alive, even in the digital era.
The current exhibition (on until February)
looks into elegant, 18th-century ground
plans of Parisian hotels.
If you are interested in what Berlin’s
inhabitants have to say, then a growing
trend among the city’s blogerazzi is local
travel books. Slow Travel Berlin released a
book this year called 100 Favourite Places,
citing the most exciting places in the city,
even to locals. This fall, the great minds
behind the Cee Cee Berlin lifestyle blog
are releasing a best-of edition of their
newsletter, which has been coming out
for three years.
Speaking of favourites, be sure not
to miss The Shit Shop (Rückerstraße 10),
which was co-founded by Berlin-based
model and former blogger Bonnie
Strange, who is known for her flaming
orange hair and eclectic sense of style.
This up-and-coming boutique is more
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Tchoban Foundation Museum
for Architectural Drawing

Gorki Apartments

than just “another regular fashion store.” You
will walk in to the sound of trashy music
and come across items by Jeffrey Campbell
as well as cheeky sweaters designed by
Strange herself for The Shit Collection.
Choose from slogans like “My Body,
My Rules” (on women’s clothing items) or
“Boy Toy” (on men’s sweatshirts).
Even though there has been controversy
around home rental services like airBnB
in Germany, you can have a cosy stay at
the Gorki Apartments in Mitte. This winter,
they’re celebrating their first anniversary.
The complex has 34 individually
designed hotel-like apartments (and two
penthouses) that will please design buffs.

Gorki Apartments

Ease into a chair by British designer Tom
Dixon and write a postcard on a desk
by German design icon Egon Eiermann,
then spin around the city on a Finnish
bike by Pelago. These classic pieces are
all put together with a Berlin touch and
complemented with vintage finds from
local flea markets.
You can stay at the apartments from
one night to six months, in case you fall in
love with the city and decide not to leave.
Of course, I can only speak for myself. Four
years later, I’m still in Berlin. Naturally, there
have been ups and downs, but one thing
remains – my curiosity of the city. Berlin has
a distinct beauty that never fades. BO
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The taste of legends
Baltic Outlook journalists Natali
Lekka and Chris Yeomans visit
Nottinghamshire in search of history,
legend and culinary delights.
Text by Natali Lekka and Chris Yeomans
Photos courtesy of Experience
Nottinghamshire and VisitEngland

Fly to Europe
with airBaltic
from

€29

ONE
WAY

Newark Market

T

he English county of Nottinghamshire is
steeped in history and legend. From the
famous Robin Hood to numerous kings and
lords, many have traversed and left their mark.
Today’s visitors can get there much faster than the
horses and carriages of medieval times, and our easterly
starting point of Newark-on-Trent is only one hour and
15 minutes by train from London’s King’s Cross station.
The bustling market town of Newark brims with tales
from yesteryear, and it has played a notable part in two
of the most significant wars in English history. During
the Wars of the Roses (1455-1487), King Edward IV of
England passed through the town en route to battle
the wearers of the Red (Lancastrian) Rose gathered at
Doncaster. Some two centuries later, Newark became a
Royalist stronghold during the English Civil War (16421651) and it was here that King Charles I surrendered
to the Scots in 1646. He was later put on trial by the
English parliament and executed. The town castle still
bears the scars of that conflict and is a must-see, its
three dungeons providing a dark and claustrophobic
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reminder of the country’s sometimes violent past.
In 2015, Newark plans to open a National Civil War
Museum devoted to this key event in English history.
One of the most striking things about Newark-onTrent is the large number of independent retailers and
restaurants, giving the high street a more bespoke
nature than in other market towns of a similar size.
Known as a foodie’s paradise, Newark has restaurants
that cater to all appetites and budgets. Our first
culinary stop was at Gannet’s Day Café, a family-owned
bistro housed in an elegant Georgian building near the
castle. It serves organic, locally sourced produce and a
seasonal menu. The choice was plentiful, the service
friendly and the ingredients super fresh.
Locally sourced food is a feature of many of the
restaurants that we visited, reflecting a pride in the
specialties and delicacies of the region. Our next
destination was G.H. Porter Provisions, a smokehouse
and delicatessen dating from 1890. There we were
greeted by a fine selection of regional produce,
including cured, unsmoked and smoked meat. We

feasted our eyes on the traditional stuffed
chine dish (cured pork with parsley),
haslet, Poacher cheeses smoked on site
in a traditional basement smokehouse,
locally sourced black pudding, sausages,
ham, bacon, pork pies and preserves,
not to mention an encyclopaedic range
of specialist coffees, teas and tobacco
products from around the world, ground to
the customer’s specifications on the spot.
The emphasis on the bespoke and
traditional runs at the heart of the business,
which uses a traditional meat cutter and
a 1950s coffee roaster. We toured the
basement smokehouse and gained a
unique insight into the production process.
In the building above the smokehouse, the
famous poet Lord Byron printed some of
his first works.
Just a short walk away is Stray’s Coffee
House and Bookshop, another family-run
business with an emphasis on top-quality
food and drink at fair prices. Its renowned
head chef Warren Jones has cooked for
royalty and celebrities. As we perused the
menu over afternoon coffee and cake to
the strains of jazz music (the place also
hosts jazz events), we felt that this was the
perfect place to relax after a packed day.
Following a leisurely walk along the canal –
a key part of the region’s industrial past –
we headed at dusk for our final culinary
experience of the day.
The Danube Café & Restaurant is a curio
of the Newark restaurant scene. Mixing
central and southeastern European food
with locally sourced ingredients has proven
to be a successful concept. The service was
excellent, the food beautifully presented
and delicious (the rare Transylvanian
steak was cooked to perfection), and the
selection of Central European wines and
beers was extensive.
As night fell, we took a short taxi
ride to the award-winning four-star
Kellam House Hotel, an early 20th-century
Edwardian manor house set in 3.5 ha of
grounds and just a short taxi ride from the
centre of town.

Newark market goods
Robin Hood
statue at
Nottingham
Castle

Newark Castle
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Southwell Minster

Bramley apples

Apple country

Lord Byron

Autumn walk
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Southwell Minster

We left Newark the next morning with the best
of impressions and drove west for 20 minutes
to Southwell, a bustling marketplace and foodie
destination bursting with character. Often referred to
as the jewel of Nottinghamshire’s crown, this quaint
little town on the edge of Sherwood Forest lives and
breathes food with its multitude of shops selling
organic bread, quality cheeses, homemade cakes and
jams, free-range eggs and local honey.
Our first stop was the impressive 12th-century
Norman Southwell Minster with its unusual pepperpot
spires, magnificent stained glass windows and worldfamous Leaves of Southwell stone carvings. Southwell
Minster is said to be the best-kept secret among the
country’s 42 English cathedrals. Considerably damaged
during the Civil War, it was restored extensively in
the mid-19th century to become the Cathedral of
Nottinghamshire.
Next to the minster, the Archbishop’s Palace with
its Sensory Gardens recently opened to the public
following a 1.26-million-pound refurbishment from the
Heritage Lottery Fund. This was the place where King
Charles I spent his last night as a free man before being
captured by the Scots.
Aside from its colourful history, Southwell is also
known as the home of the much-loved English Bramley
cooking apple, first cultivated there over 200 years
ago. According to legend, a local girl named Mary Ann
Brailsford planted a few apple pips in her garden in
1809, one of which grew to become the first Bramley
apple tree. The apple took its name after Matthew
Bramley, a local butcher who bought the cottage and
garden in 1846.
Today, the original tree still bears fruit in a private
garden on Church Street. Dubbed “king of the cooking
apples’’, the Bramley is loved throughout the world
and boasts a particularly strong fan base in Japan.
Britons consume more than 100 million Bramley apples
per year in traditional apple pies and other dishes, in
what is calculated to be an annual 50-million-pound
industry. Every October, locals celebrate their love for
their favourite apple with a Bramley Apple Festival.
The best way to get to know the hidden history of
this picturesque town is by going on a heritage walk.
We went on a Bramley Apple Trail Walk that took us to
Burgage Manor, the house where the aforementioned
Lord Byron spent three years of his life lodging with his
mother. Sadly, the old train station that once played a
significant role in transporting the local apples to other

Delilah Fine Foods, an award-winning traditional
delicatessen and tapas-style food bar
Don’t miss the opportunity to taste and
buy over 1000 different food products
from around the world

Britons consume more

than 100 million Bramley apples
per year in traditional apple pies
and other dishes

parts of the region is no longer in existence. We also
visited the Southwell Workhouse, a place where poor
people laboured in often harsh conditions in exchange
for shelter. It is the only institution of its kind to survive
fully intact from that period.
After a long walk, it was time to rest and try some
local delicacies at the Clock House café and tea house
in Upton, which is within walking distance of the
workhouse or just a short taxi ride away. Acclaimed

head chef Edward Halls boasts many years of
experience working in Michelin-star restaurants and
as a private chef at Kensington Palace. Now he serves
delicious afternoon teas and wonderful homemade
lunches, all made from locally sourced food.
Halls’ specialty is baked dishes. Sitting outside in
the café’s garden surrounded by Bramley apple trees,
we chose the caramelised Bramley apple (picked
from these same trees!) and frangipane tart with
clotted cream. Next to the café, the British Horological
Institute, housed in a building that dates back to the
10th century, offers a wealth of information about
clocks. Sadly, the institute is open to the public only a
few times per year, including the two Sundays at the
beginning and end of British Summertime, when the
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Nottingham Castle
Legendary Stilton
cheese

Cropwell Bishop
Stilton cheese

country’s clocks are accordingly set one hour forward
and back again.

Modern meets traditional

Another
traditional
raw milk blue
cheese named
Stichelton is
made on the
Welbeck Estate
in Worksop

Here, you can also find the
School of Artisan Food, which
offers a wide range of cooking
lessons to visitors
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Nottinghamshire brims with history and culinary
traditions. Eager to experience both, we headed west
to Nottingham, the county capital, which has been
built on top of more than 400 man-made underground
sandstone caves. Visitors can go on subterranean tours
to discover how the caves were once used as tanneries,
bomb shelters, dungeons, breweries and even homes.
Here you will also find the Galleries of Justice Museum,
the only one in Europe to boast an underground gaol
dating back to the 18th century and considered to be
one of the most haunted buildings in the UK. Other
secret underground passageways allegedly lead to the
legendary Norman Nottingham Castle.
However, our interests lay more above ground in the
pubs and restaurants of this bustling city. We started
at Delilah Fine Foods, an award-winning traditional
delicatessen and tapas-style food bar in the heart of
Nottingham. Sangita Tryner and her dedicated team
of foodies give visitors the opportunity to taste and
buy over 1000 different food products from around
the world. Passion for food runs through the veins
of this independent deli, which has been voted
Best Deli-Café in Nottingham for four years running
and Best Independent Deli in the UK by BBC Good
Food Magazine.
It is here that Sarah, Delilah’s cheesemonger
extraordinaire, talked to us about Stilton, one of
150 cheeses on sale at the deli. This quintessential
English blue cheese, whose history goes back
to the 18th century, bears its own EU-protected
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The Castle Rock
Brewery tour gives a
fantastic insight into
the process of alebrewing

Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem claims to
be England’s oldest inn

Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem has been serving ale to weary
travellers for over 800 years
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certification trademark, meaning that Stilton can be
produced in dairies from only three English counties:
Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire and Leicestershire.
Stilton’s creamy, piquant flavour has rightfully earned
it the title of King of English Cheeses. In 2014, it was
crowned champion at the International Cheese
Awards in Nantwich.
In Nottinghamshire, cheeses such as the traditional
Stilton and the Shropshire Blue are made by one
of three major artisanal producers: Colston Bassett,
Stichelton Dairy and Cropwell Bishop. Stichelton, a
traditional raw milk blue cheese, is made on the
Welbeck Estate in Worksop, which is known among
foodies to be the heartland of English blue cheese.
The estate houses one of the UK’s top ten farm shops,
according to BBC Good Food. Here, you can also find
the School of Artisan Food, which, as Sarah explained,
offers a wide range of cooking lessons to visitors and
professionals alike, celebrating traditional cooking
methods from cheese-making and cider-brewing to
bread-baking.
As with its cuisine and architecture,
Nottinghamshire’s pubs and beer-brewing
establishments offer a mix between the old and the
new, where international novelties complement local
traditions. The Castle Rock Brewery tour in Nottingham
gives a fantastic insight into the process of ale-brewing.
The brewery’s link with the past is further accentuated
by a modern-day reincarnation of the local medieval
hero Robin Hood, who conducts tours of the facilities,
showing visitors the hops in the mash tun (the vat used
for brewing) and the various types of barley used for
the brewery’s award-winning ales, among other things.
The centre of Nottingham is compact, walkable and
home to notable bars. The Canal House -- which offers a
wide selection of ales, international lagers and ciders -actually features a canal with a boat inside its premises.
Meanwhile, Ye Olde Trip to Jerusalem claims to be
England’s oldest inn, dating from 1189, its name harking
back to the age of the Crusades. With its glass-encased
galleon and ‘fertility chair’ this establishment is a curio
right under the shadow of the castle.
After the brewery tour, we stopped at Ned Ludd’s, a
gastropub and restaurant that pairs stunning, locally
sourced artisanal food with finely crafted beers, ales
and ciders. Keen on trying something local, we went for
the Nottingham pie, a beef brisket with creamy mash
and Stilton cheese; and the Homity pie made from
potato, leak and local Colwick cheese in cider cream.
We paired our food with Ned Ludd’s signature drink,
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Woodland path in Sherwood Forest

Starkey’s Bramley Apple Martini (rum and vodka with
Starkey’s Bramley Apple puree and apple juice topped
with vanilla cream and crumble garnish.) The cocktail,
which you can only find here, has been featured at
VisitEngland’s Tourism Week and has represented
Nottingham all the way to Frankfurt.
Our last culinary adventure of the day was at
MemSaab, voted Best Indian Restaurant in Nottingham
for several years in a row and ranked amongst the top
three Indian restaurants in the country according to
the Sunday Times. We were in for a real treat. Friendly
and welcoming, with dishes cooked to perfection,
MemSaab was a truly sensory dining experience. We
chose the signature tandoori ostrich as a starter – a
delicious dish made from locally farmed free-range
ostrich fillet infused with garlic and red chilli.
We ended the day by staying at the independent
boutique St. James Hotel, recently refurbished to
resemble the luxurious grand palazzos of Venice
and only a stone’s throw away from the castle.
Nottinghamshire, like a good lesser-known book, is
an understated gem waiting to be discovered. BO

RŪMENE MANOR presents
the highlight of the carnival season
THE MASQUERADE BALL
February 21st, 2015
Additional information and
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transmission may take some time to adjust and equate the rising
revs with the need for speed. Luckily, once you have reached the
desired speed, the NX does a good job at maintaining it.
You’re unlikely to get any fuel economy benefit from the hybrid
system while cruising at high speed. The city traffic is where hybrids
show their advantage over diesel and petrol-powered cars. The
NX300h is a very good example – it is quieter and can travel in traffic
jams using only electrical power.
The NX does a reasonable job of staying flat in corners, too,
provided that you’re travelling at a sensible speed. While F Sport
versions get firmer dampers, the ride didn’t seem any harsher on
smooth Austrian roads. The steering is accurate enough to make the
NX an easy drive. It will get you comfortably from A to B, but those
seeking a sporty SUV should probably look elsewhere.

What’s it like inside?

Driven: the new Lexus NX

D

esign. That is the main selling point of the new NX
crossover, according to its maker, the Japanese company
Lexus, which has just launched the NX300h to build on
the success of its larger SUV mate, the RX.
We had the chance to be among the first to test drive the NX300h
in and around the Austrian capital Vienna. It is a hybrid, mixing an
electric motor with a 2.5-litre petrol engine and a CVT automatic
transmission. The entry-level edition is front-wheel drive only, but
the rest of the line-up is four-wheel drive. A turbo petrol edition will
also appear in 2015.

What’s it like to drive?

The NX300h’s hybrid powertrain is Lexus’ best effort yet. Driven in a
relaxed manner around town, the NX has enough electric power for
smooth silent progress and a sufficiently punchy response to nip
out at roundabouts.
It’s a bit compromised on the open road, however, because any
attempt to whip the NX up to higher speed in a hurry just isn’t what
one could expect. The primary culprit is the e-CVT transmission;
it’s absolutely fine in relaxed use, but when you try to rush it along
it has no option but to send the revs skyrocketing. Therefore, the

YOUR CAR BUYING

JOURNEY STARTS HERE

While the cabin is big enough for four adults, three grown-ups will
need to know each other well if they’re to spend any amount of
time in the rear seats, as the middle seat is tiny.
Up front, the fascia feels beautifully screwed together and built
to last forever. Lexus clearly doesn’t believe in the recent trend for
simplification, with buttons scattered right across the dashboard.
This can make the dashboard confusing to use at first, but it
certainly looks expensive and hi-tech.
Lexus is famous for lavish equipment and the NX is no exception.
Besides dual-zone climate control, adaptive cruise control and a
pre-crash safety system that is standard on most versions, other
extras are available. Take the wireless charger for mobile phones,
for instance, and the bird’s-eye view option that helps monitor
the surroundings when parking in tight spaces. In general, the
equipment list is quite impressive and there are enough options to
make some competitors look shy, especially if you look at the pricing.
The boot is respectable, at 475 litres with the rear seats in place
and 1520 with them folded down. Those figures are only slightly shy
of an X3’s capacity, with more than enough room for a small family’s
luggage or a huge weekly shop.

The

NX300h is a petrol-electric
hybrid that’s claimed to average
5.2 l / 100 km
Should I buy one?

The NX300h is a fresh breeze of air in the crowded crossover
and SUV market. It has its own distinctive personality in
terms of design and can make life difficult for those trying
to choose between the Range Rover Evoque, Audi Q5 and
Lexus NX.
Prices in the Baltics start at around 43,000 euros, which is
really competitive compared to rival diesels and taking into
account the equipment that is included. Lexus’ hard-earned
reliability record should apply to the newcomer as well. We
wouldn’t hesitate if we wanted a crossover to get noticed
and to be noticed in it. The question is, would you? BO

Text by Roger Norum | Publicity photos
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Homing devices
With winter on the doorstep,
these innovative gadgets will let
you hole up at home in style.

Aerelight OLED Lamp

The bearable brightness of being
OLEDs (Organic Light Emitting Diodes) have
been hailed as the future of lighting technology:
clean burning and energy efficient, they contain
no actual ‘bulbs’ that can burn out. Aerelight has
now integrated this otherwise wildly expensive
technology into an elegant, slender lamp that
is perfect for the desk or bedside. At 1200 lux,
the touch-controlled lamp emits a super-bright,
warm illumination, while a built-in dimmer lets
you reduce the intensity. Amazingly, the sleek
wood veneer base also serves as a wireless
induction charger for your (Android) phone.
EUR 192 | www.aerelight.com

RIGA
EUROPEAN
CAPITAL OF
CULTURE
2014

iRobot Roomba 780 Vacuum

E.T. clean home
Decommission that bulky, ugly Hoover in the closet and deploy this
little guy to work the room. The diminutive, relatively quiet robot
scours your floors – carpets, hardwood, tile and linoleum – all on its
own. The iAdapt navigation system scans the surrounding area 64
times per second to ‘learn’ the layout of your home, which means that
the more it cleans, the better it works. Touchpad controls allow for
quick programming of features.
EUR 589 | www.irobot.com, www.amazon.co.uk

Culture may start
at the table.
But eventually
it leads to Riga.
Whiteyboard Dry Erase Paint

/ John, a waiter /

Get outta my dreams, get onto the wall

Have a brainstorm but can’t find a pen? Afraid that A4 paper sheets are
hemming in your child’s creativity? Want to blue-sky your ideas all over the
room? This innovative paint turns the walls of your home into dry erase
surfaces, enabling you to safely write and draw right on the walls. Great
for to-do lists or to let loose that budding Jackson Pollack inside, the paint
comes in white or transparent, meaning that you can preserve your existing
colour schemes. UV-resistant with a 10-year guarantee.
From EUR 59 | www.whiteyboard.com
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Kohler Moxie

Shower it out loud
Finally, you can now catch up on your TED Talks podcasts while lathering
up. Bathroom genius Kohler has come out with a showerhead to trump
all showerheads: the full-coverage stream generated from 60 angled
nozzles hides a wireless (and water-resistant) Bluetooth speaker. The
speaker pops out for recharging, and its Li-Ion battery lasts for seven
hours, though unfortunately you can’t answer phone calls while showering
with the unit (which is probably for the best, really). Speakers come in five
different colours.
EUR 229 | www.kohler.com

Skybell

Your own personal Jeeves
Bring safety and security to your front door
interactions with this smart WiFi doorbell,
equipped with a video camera, speaker,
microphone and motion sensor. When
someone presses the doorbell button,
an alert shows up on your smartphone –
wherever you may be – along with a live
video feed of who is standing at the door.
Connects through two small wires to your
existing transformer and chime. A future
model promises an integrated electronic
door lock opener. With features like that,
why ever even come home?
EUR 157 | www.skybell.com
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the necessary laboratory tests, USGs and
other medical manipulations as well as a
physician’s consultation in either Latvian,
Russian or English. Specialists are on
hand to conduct cardiac investigations,
women’s and men’s health examinations,
examinations of the thyroid and prostate
glands, complex investigations of diabetic
patients, examinations of the digestive
system, testing and diagnosis of the spinal
column and kidneys, along with testing
and diagnosis of the leg and cranial
blood vessels. BO

AUTUMN SPECIAL
Medical consultations and
checkups
It is possible to plan visits with medical specialists
while staying in Jūrmala. Various RRCs and the
Jūrmala Hospital offer a wide range of specialists,
including therapeutists, neurologists, radiologists,
gynaecologists, surgeons, proctologists,
traumatologists, radiologists, paediatricians,
children’s surgeons, physical medicine
physicians, physiotherapists and dentists, among
many others.
Medical consultations are available at the
Jaunķemeri RRC, Jantarny Bereg RRC, Jūrmala
Hospital, Jūrmala Medical Centre, Belorussija
RRC, the Vaivari National Rehabilitation Centre
and the Centre of Social Integration.

Restore your health
in Jūrmala

S

tanding right on the shores of the Baltic Sea,
Jūrmala is the largest resort town in the Baltic
States, located just 25 km from Riga and 15 km
from the city’s airport.
Among Jūrmala’s greatest assets are the natural
resources located within its territory: pine-scented
ionized sea air, a long sandy beach, mineral waters
and healing mud that improves mental and physical
well-being while contributing to the recovery of health.
Jūrmala’s spa hotels and resort rehabilitation centres
(RRCs) offer various rehabilitation, spa treatments
and recreational opportunities based on these local
natural resources.
Most of Jūrmala’s therapeutic bath resources are
located in the western suburb of Ķemeri. The sulphur,
bromine salt and sodium mineral waters are used both
internally and externally for medical purposes as well as
in baths, showers and pools. Balneological treatments
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are used for healing nerve, heart, support and motion
system disorders as well as digestive and gynaecological
ailments.
A healing mud treatment session at an RRC in
Jūrmala might work well to improve your health if you
suffer from any of the following ailments:
• Hypertension, heart and blood system disorders;
• Central and peripheral nerve system disorders;
• Locomotive system disorders;
• Digestive system disorders;
• Gynaecological and urological disorders;
• Metabolism disorders;
• Skin troubles;
• Respiratory diseases.
	 Is everything OK with your health? Take advantage
of a one-day health check-up programme to test
your health while enjoying a peaceful and romantic
sojourn in Jūrmala. The health packages include all

Only a 15-minute drive from the Riga
airport, Latvia’s most beautiful resort
city offers a wide array of healthy
recreation opportunities.
www.tourism.jurmala.lv
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Antonijas iela 13 –

a building with an illustrious past

On

the corner of Antonijas and Dzirnavu iela
in Riga’s so-called Quiet Centre stands an
elegant Art Nouveau building. Designed by
architect Augusts Vite and completed in 1910,
it is a typical example of early 20th-century architecture in Latvia.
Although its austere façade has not been adorned with decorative
elements, the yellow-beige six-storey building looks imposing
nonetheless, due to its size.

The 500-metre-long street on which the building is located has
seen its name changed on four different occasions. Initially it was
known as Pasture Street No. 1 (1. ganību iela) because it really did
lead to the city’s pastures. It was renamed Antonijas iela for the first
time in 1885, before being reassigned the name of Latvian writer
Leons Paegle and then Baltic-German surgeon Ernst von Bergmann.
In 1944, the street was rechristened Antonijas iela, which is the
name that it has retained to this day.

The building at Antonijas iela 13 has retained its original tiled floor
and ornate handrails in the stairwell

The Ludmila Tailova High School for Girls in 1914
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Photo from the Latvia State Archive of Audiovisual Documents

The street’s current residents like to call it Gourmet Street, and
for good reason. The ground floors of several buildings are home
to various cafés, restaurants and wine studios, and Antonijas iela
13 is no exception, its Art Nouveau architecture being tastefully
complemented by the Mediterranean atmosphere at the popular
Riviera restaurant and the modern interior of the VinoMetr wine bar.
For a long time, the imposing edifice at Antonijas ielā 13 housed
a number of venerable educational establishments. Among the
influential and wealthy people who frequented the building was
teacher and schoolmaster Ludmila Tailova. Born into a merchant
family from Jelgava, she was an outstanding individual who
devoted her life to the field of education. In 1902, she founded and
led one of the best Russian-language secondary schools for girls
in the Baltics. The school relocated in 1911 to the current building
at Antonijas ielā 13, which was specially commissioned to house
the educational establishment. Employing a staff of 40 teachers,
the school was attended by more than 500 girls, including Marta
Liepiņa-Skulme, the first female professional Latvian sculptor, who
graduated in 1912.
Following the Soviet occupation of Latvia in 1940, the school was
reoriented to serve industrial production needs. Later the building
housed the School of Practical Aesthetics and finally the Jāzeps
Mediņš Riga Music Secondary School.
For many years, music rang out through the halls of the
esteemed school, which spawned a number of talented individuals,
including conductor Andris Poga, singer Linda Leen, opera soloist
Elīna Šimkus and Latvian Voices singer Laura Jēkabsone. Although
the music school was actually housed in two separate buildings
(the other one being on Skolas iela), choir conducting student
Jēkabsone saw the branch on Antonijas iela as the heart and soul of
the establishment.
“I have particularly fond memories of two rooms in the building,”
she says. “One was classroom number 54. It may have been one
of the smallest classrooms in the world, as it had room for only
a piano and a single chair. However, during the exam sessions at
least six students managed to squeeze into it. The other room was
the cloakroom, which pulsated with life and activity. Since there
were no electronic social media at the time, the cloakroom was the
place where we learned about the latest gossip and got to know

View from the building’s top floor of
Antonijas iela, a street that is lined
with Art Nouveau buildings

our fellow students,” recounts Jēkabsone. Even though the music
school is no longer housed there, the singer says that the building
at Antonijas iela 13 still exudes a special, magical aura.
Without a doubt, the edifice at Antonijas iela 13 has one of the
most illustrious histories in the neighbourhood. Even though its top
storeys are no longer occupied, the exclusive building remains alive
in the memories of many notable Latvian musicians. These empty
premises await the arrival of a new owner who will appreciate their
prime location, Art Nouveau architecture and illustrious past. BO
For more information about this and other Art Nouveau gems owned by
Swedbank Group’s real estate company Ektornet, visit www.ektornet.lv.
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Love doing nothing

he highly regarded
Italian furniture
manufacturer Natuzzi
Group is making waves
with Re-vive, the world’s first
performance recliner. This chair
will change the way that you
experience comfort forever.

Move whichever way you want and the Re-vive
chair will follow

Allow your body to move
Re-vive moves as you move. It
flexes as you change position,
responding to what you do
naturally. Its unique technology
provides a seamless shift
between positions, removing
the stress and strain of
manual adjustment as well as
providing a gentle dynamic
rocking action.
Taking time to reflect, relax
and recharge is essential. Our
goal was to develop a recliner
that promoted health and wellbeing through total support
and unparalleled comfort.
Relaxation is physical as well
as mental. Part of the process
is the transition from standing
to sitting, to reclining.
Re-vive is developed to work
in harmony with the human
body, effortlessly moving to
where we need to be so that we
can truly relax. During the day
the body develops tension. This
chair cocoons you in a healthy,
supported posture to refresh
the body and allow the soul to
revitalise in whatever way works
for you. BO

Choose your style
Where you choose to relax is
personal. We have developed
a unique support technology
presented in different ways to
match different design styles.
Select your colour
Tailored to individual fit and
finish preferences, these

recliners are available in multiple
colour options – designed to
complement your favourite place
to relax.
Match your base
Re-vive has four different colours
for its swivel bases – white, brown,
black and metal – allowing you to
design your “personal” chair.

Fit your size
Re-vive comes in Queen or King
size and is designed to position
you perfectly in full recline for
optimal breathing with an open
chest and relaxed diaphragm.
Your feet are elevated for best
circulation and relaxation,
and your head is comfortably
supported at all times.

Queens is a British pub and restaurant
with a gorgeous Victorian atmosphere
and delicious food. More than 18 draught
beers to choose from, including local
and imported brands, a wide range of
steaks, burgers and other meat dishes.

Kaļķu iela 2, Riga
(+371) 67800001
Antonijas iela 9, Riga
(+371) 67331130

www.queens.lv

For more information on the advantages
of the Re-vive chair, visit the KATE
furniture salon in Riga or check out its
website. The salon’s friendly staff will be
happy to help you in your enquiries.

A first-rate Latvian restaurant with fine
European cuisine. Banquet hall with
a perfect view of Līvu Square on the
2nd floor. After your meal, enjoy a hookah
in a relaxing atmosphere in one of the
basement rooms.

Nīcgales iela 18a
Riga, Latvia
www.kate.lv

Meistaru iela 23,
(Līvu laukums), Riga
(+371) 67225686

www.4rooms.lv
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Planeta Riga
Šķūņu iela 16 (entrance
from Tirgoņu iela)
Tel. (+371) 67223855
E-mail: planeta@rrg.lv
www.planetariga.lv

Photos by Lauris VIksne, F64
and publicity materials

More than
just sushi

112 / AIRBALTIC.COM

Having become a market leader in Japanesestyle casual dining, Planeta Riga in the Latvian
capital’s Old Town is keeping a high profile. Since
re-emerging this spring with a more mature and
elegant identity, the restaurant has proven to be
much more than just a place that serves sushi.

T

he atmosphere in the stylish
interior is calm, light and cosy, with
a lounge-type terrace that sports
illuminated furniture, flower pots
and palms, making the place all the more
relaxing. It is the perfect spot to enjoy the
establishment’s signature cocktails, some of
which contain sake, ginger or lemongrass.
Kitchen chef Staņislavs Gurjanovs has
set up a menu with top-quality products,
including sushi, sashimi, maki sushi, lunch
bento, soups and salads as well as exciting
new dishes that are not served at any other
restaurant in the city. To help visitors get
a better grasp of the exquisite and rather
exotic-sounding meals, the menu has
detailed photos of the dishes on offer. It
also encourages guests to share their dishes
and to try out a greater variety of dainties,
making for an even more delightful dining
experience.
The tapas section exemplifies this sharing
culture. Originally a concept of Spanish
cuisine, tapas at Planeta Riga are prepared
in a refreshing Oriental style and in a wide
variety of seafood mini-sets. The newly
updated menu also offers a special deal. For
those who struggle to choose between the
various tapas, a mixture of all types along
with two glasses of white wine will come
at a very affordable price. Likewise, the
waitstaff will happily recommend the best
that the restaurant has to offer.
But if Planeta Riga’s menu has a star
performer, then it is definitely ramen, the

traditional Japanese soup-like noodle
dish. Gurjanovs has gone out of his way to
perfect his ramen preparation technique
and learnt this trade from Japanese master
chef Kanji Furukawa (also known as Ramen
Boss) at the Shoryu Ramen restaurant in
London, which was recently recommended
in the Michelin Guide 2014.
Planeta Riga is the only place in the
Latvian capital where genuine, trueto-tradition ramen can be tasted. Even
seasoned travellers and foodies of
Japanese origin have admitted that Planeta
Riga has the best ramen that they’ve tried
outside of their home country. The dish
consists of pork broth, special ramen egg
noodles, pork marinated in a special way,
marinated Nitamago egg and miso paste
sauce, which adds a distinctive flavour to
the whole dish. Two types of ramen are
served: the hot Piri Piri Tonkotsu Ramen
and a milder Planeta Ganso Tonkotsu
Ramen. Regardless of which one suits you
better, if you are in Riga and seeking some
outstanding ramen, then you know where
to go!
Another dish worth trying is dim sum,
which Gurjanovs mastered while working
under a renowned chef in Moscow. Dim
sum is a Chinese delicacy – little packages
of mushrooms, veal, chicken, lamb, Peking
duck, salmon and more – served in a
traditional steamer basket. Planeta Riga’s
dim sum are handmade and offer a truly
unique taste experience.

Of course, the sushi (classic maki,
Premium and even hot and tempura-baked
rolls) has not been forgotten and parades
under an array of impressive names,
including famous Japanese manga artists
and film directors. Along with the new fall
season, nearly a dozen new types of maki
have arrived. Salmon and cream cheese are
the most popular fillings, but just to add a
little more class, you can try Moto Hagio –
the avocado-wrapped salmon and cream
cheese maki with Japanese mayonnaise,
Unagi sauce and flying fish roe.
No less tasty are hot rolls – a perfect
antidote to the cool weather outside. Among
the most popular dishes is the elegant
Hamanishi Maki – warm rolls in tempura with
smoked eel, prawns, cream cheese, avocado
and mild nut sauce.
In the dessert section Planeta Riga offers
the Asian Planeta Sphere – a chocolate
sphere that the skilled chef has filled with
homemade ginger ice cream, cashew nuts
and blueberries. When hot chocolate is
poured over it, the sphere opens up like a
lotus blossom. Sounds irresistible, right?
The mouth-watering menu aside, an
immediate visual appeal comes from the
beautiful and unique tableware created by
artist Bārbala Gulbe. It contributes greatly to
the elegant and unforgettable experience
at Planeta Riga. Thus, whether you come for
the authenticity, tradition and expertise or
just to relax, share and enjoy, Planeta Riga is
ready to serve you and your companions. BO
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Steak and
fish restaurant
BLUE COW
Meistaru iela 21,
Līvu laukums, Riga
(+371) 67223307

Taste the
wilderness

Y

ou might not have
noticed, and you
might be happy you
haven’t, but there are
still bears roaming freely (well,
sneaking around is more like
it) in some forests in Latvia.
Roberts Smilga, the head
chef at the 1221 restaurant in
Old Riga, spends his precious
free-from-the-kitchen hours
at a countryside haven near
Salacgrīva in the north of the
country. He chanced upon a
bear walking around stealthily
in his back garden one beautiful
autumn afternoon. After the
initial scare (it’s a bear, after
all!), Smilga’s chef’s mindset got
into gear – something that he
doesn’t turn off just because
he’s not at work! I think you
know what I’m getting at…
The vague notion of serving
bear came closer to fruition in
Estonia, when Smilga visited
the Troika restaurant in Tallinn.
That’s where he got his taste
of genuine bear meat, which
“tasted like nothing I’ve ever
tried before.” You won’t hear
such words often from a chef for
whom most foods are a ‘been
there, done that’ matter.
As Smilga dined on the large
beast, which was served in a
dish similar to stroganoff, he
hatched an idea of how the
‘Bear of 1221’ would be cooked.
He’s not giving all the details
away, but as bear meat has a
powerful earthy flavour, Smilga

Jauniela 16, Riga
Hours:
Mon.–Sun. 12:00–23:00
(+371) 67 22 01 71
1221@apollo.lv
www.1221.lv

believes that the dressing
should be no less potent. “I’m
thinking of putting the bear in a
brandy sauce,” he reveals.
Adventurous diners are eagerly
anticipating the upcoming
addition to the menu,
which already features such
unconventional dishes like
horsemeat, pigeon and venison.
“I feel much luckier than a
film director or an artist. Once
they have created their works,
these are set for posterity and
will never change. But when I
create a dish, I know that I will
have a number of opportunities
to adjust the details and perfect
it,” says Smilga. He goes gently
on the most popular classics,
however, since introducing
radical changes might not
go down so well with their
biggest fans.
“In many cases I look for even
higher-quality base ingredients.
These might differ from the
previous ones by only a fraction,
but I consider striving for
perfection a must,” he says.
Oh, and those who regularly
visit 1221 to dine on its steak,
aged for 28 days, are in for a
special new treat: this meaty
dish will soon be served on a
Himalayan salt block, meaning
that patrons can rub their steak
into the salt block to acquire
just the perfect hint of saltiness
around the edges – an elegant
and fun twist to an already
outstanding meal. BO

SUPERIOR HEAT
ACCUMULATION
Fireplace heats up to 20
hours after firing
Economical- consume little
firewood
Option to connect a fan
Elegant design
Classic and modern stoves
Round and rectangular
models
Scandinavian quality
Prices starting from
3490, -EUR

www.zila-govs.lv

Latvian fish
restaurant
FISHERMAN’S SON
Kaļķu iela 2, Riga
(entrance from Kungu iela)
(+371) 67227505

www.zvejniekadels.lv

www.kamina.lv
K.Ulmaņa 2a, Riga, Latvia
Phone: +37167281980
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Text by Agra Liege
Photos by Andrejs terentjevs, F64

Restaurants, bars and cafés

Fly to Europe
with airBaltic
from

Vest, Riga

What’s all the fuss about?
When I walked down Stabu
iela, looking for the place
where the street starts before
fusing into Hanzas iela, I almost
missed the restaurant I was
looking for. Vest has inhabited
an unpretentious barnlike
house without so much as
a name sign on the door.
However, once you open this
door, a lively scene unfolds.
The name is significant to the
owners and resonates with
the vibe of this spot. ‘Vest’
means ‘to lead’ in Latvian,
and the owners also seem to
have gotten a kick out of the
wordplay with the English word
‘West’. The wooden furniture
brings Clint Eastwood movies,
ranches and taverns to mind,
with lively evenings being a
regular feature at this cosy
small-town epicentre.
Everyone at Vest seems to
know the owners and each
other. If you chat with the
founders of this establishment
for a couple of minutes, you
realise that they live and
breathe for their nursling.
One might consider them
to be a biological extension
of this almost romantic
candle-lit tap-house.

The owners are still
learning the ropes – the latte
might arrive a bit late (well,
Friday evenings are hectic
everywhere!) and the fire alarm
might go off, and you only get
table service if… I still haven’t
figured it out, but I think it’s
more or less self-service at
the moment. However, this is
definitely not a canteen where
the quality of food and drinks
are concerned, and despite the
unintentional lapses in service,
the owners’ sincerity works
positively to create a ‘feeling at
home’ factor.
Before they took over
the premises, a Georgian
restaurant had been dwelling
within these walls. To the
current owners’ surprise, the
decently-sized space had
been divided into smaller
compartments and suspended
ceilings had been installed
everywhere. “We took it all
down,” Ingemārs, one of the
owners says, “and couldn’t
believe our luck. A wide open
space and high ceilings – that’s
every restaurant owner’s dream
come true!”
Good drinks are what
Ingemārs swears by, coming
from what he calls a ‘coffee
background’. “High quality craft

€29

ONE
WAY

beer, good wines, coffees and
tea,” he counts, adding that
both the alcoholic and nonalcoholic cocktails are worth
looking into.
“But we’re simple, really,”
he continues. “Eat, drink
and laugh – that’s what we
encourage and that’s what
we go by.” They’re ‘leading’
towards it, I guess!
Although you won’t be
choosing from heaps of
dishes, you will eat just fine.
The venison is there to ‘class
up’ the burger and they do
massive stuffed potatoes
straight from the stove,
adding to the ‘taste of home’
factor. The daily soup will
be pumpkin, pea or local
mushroom, and the owners
swear by the divinity of their
reasonably healthy-looking
tarts. This establishment
may not be everyone’s cup
of tea, but then again, it’s
acquired both a personality
and a decent following within
a very short time. Will you
follow the lead?
Address: Stabu iela 1
Open:
Mon.-Wed.: 11:00-24:00
Thu.-Sat.: 11:00-02:00
Sun.: closed
www.facebook.com/VestRiga

For Growth on the Earth
... with a focus on successful agricultural investment development in Latvia
Investments & Development

Accounting & Finance

Law & Tax

Agri Estate

INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
Operating agri businesses
Land and forest assets

Valmieras 20a • Cesis • Cesu novads • LV-4101 • Latvia
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Locale, Riga

The golden mean
Although Locale might seem to be
a little bit too ‘white gloves’ at first,
it nevertheless gives off a vibe of
playfulness as well – not of the kind
that you might find in some of the
‘come Friday night and we become
a bar’ establishments elsewhere
in the Old Town, but the place
really is not as stiff as the starchy
tablecloths might indicate.
There are three levels to the
restaurant – a dining space, a bar
(which they call the ‘wine library’)
and a confectionery on the ground
level, with other refined seating
areas on the top floors. The staff
refer to the partially separated
area as the ‘winter garden’, while
the basement area for food
workshops and private parties
of up to 14 people is quite cosy.
They haven’t yet made the foodie
seminars a weekly thing, but these
are supposedly good fun, with
Italian-born head chef Andrea
Bressen heading the events.
Although Bressen hails from
the land of spaghetti and high
fashion, Locale does not specialise
in Italian cuisine. Rather, Locale
refers to local or Latvian produce.
Hence, rather than topping pizzas
and pasta with foreign-made
tomato paste, this restaurant serves
modified Latvian dishes aiming at
the ‘golden mean’, where local
and foreign restaurant-goers will
hopefully meet.
For example, here you will find
hummus made out of Latvian
grey peas instead of the usual
chickpeas and a bruschetta made
with pickled herring, guacamole

and pickled egg yolk. Latvia
meets Italy halfway, so to
speak. It gets even more
Latvian (and partly Jewish!)
with the forshmak of Latvian
herring with green apple
and red onion on Latvian
rye bread toast. There is
also a soothing Italian-style
mozzarella di buffala with
sweet tomatoes, basil and
olive oil. In other words,
you won’t be bored looking
through this menu.
Bressen says that he has
spent a great deal of time
looking through the offers
of local goods providers,

and it seems to have paid
off. He also takes pride in
the cocktail selection, which
makes use of locally sourced
berries and syrups made of
rhubarb, quince and other
ingredients. In addition, the
wine list is pretty impressive.
All in all, this is an enjoyable
restaurant, as long as you
don’t arrive expecting to
be served straightforward
Italian food!
Address: Grēcinieku iela 8
Open: Mon.-Thu.: 12:00-23:00
Fri.-Sat.: 12:00-24:00
Sun.: 12:00-23:00
www.locale.lv

"Uzbek cuisine"
An oasis for tired travelers.
A restaurant where the East meets

Bruninieku str. 33, Riga
Phone +371 67 292 270
Jomas str. 48, Jurmala
Phone +371 66 102 222
Open daily from 10-23
Fridays and Saturdays
until the last customer.
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2/ New winter timetable
From October 26, airBaltic switches to its winter flight schedule
which, as always, is designed to offer the most convenient flight
times for local pasengers flying in and out of Riga and effective
connections throughout Europe via the airline’s Riga hub.
The winter schedule to many European destinations has been
significantly improved for both business and leisure travellers.
One of the new routes from Riga this winter is Vnukovo airport
in Moscow, which will be served in cooperation with the codeshare
partner Transaero. Another newcomer is Poprad, the skiing
destination in the Tatra Mountains, which will be served as of the
middle of December.
Check out the full new schedule and book tickets at
www.airbaltic.com.

Brussels

3/ Start your Christmas shopping
early
3/ The perfect gift for fulfilling
travel dreams
With the Christmas season fast approaching, airBaltic has something
special to offer. The airline’s travel gift vouchers are the perfect gift
for parents, friends, newlyweds and other persons who are dear to
your heart. With an airBaltic gift e-voucher, one can book flights
together with additional services at www.airbaltic.com.
Gift vouchers available in our onboard Sky Shop, at
www.airbaltic.com and at airBaltic ticket offices for only EUR 35.

The romance of the holiday season is coming alive at Christmas
markets all across Europe. Sweet smells of gingerbread waft
through the cold air as master artists sell their handmade
ornaments and other crafts in wooden stalls. Visitors sip on
Glühwein (a spiced and mulled hot wine beverage) while local
choirs chant Christmas carols. Does this sound like a perfect precelebration outing? airBaltic serves a wide range of destinations
with world-class Christmas markets, including Riga, Berlin, London,
Prague, Brussels, Budapest and many more.
Flights to European capitals operate every day with prices
starting at EUR 29. For the full flight schedule, go to
www.airbaltic.com/timetable.

Paris

1/ New direct destinations are up
1/ New direct destinations are and running

up and running
2/ New winter timetable
3/ The perfect gift for fulfilling
travel dreams
4/ Start your Christmas
shopping early
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November marks the month when airBaltic expands into the Baltics
with new direct routes from Lithuania and Estonia. That is good news
for those who wish to explore these two countries. airBaltic now offers
direct flights from Vilnius to Amsterdam and from Tallinn to Paris, and in
collaboration with codeshare partners KLM and AirFrance passengers can
extend their travel to the whole network of these airlines. For residents of
the Baltic countries, this makes stunning Paris and intriguing Amsterdam
even more accessible, providing additional leisure and business
travel connections.
Direct flights operate every week on Thursdays, Saturdays and
Sundays, with tickets available from Vilnius to Amsterdam at prices
starting from EUR 49 and from Tallinn to Paris starting at EUR 69.

NEW FLIGHT

Getaway to the Tatras!

Poprad

from

EUR 55

Your skiing
equipment
for

FREE!
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What are your responsibilities?

Darius Viltrakis,
senior vice president
of ground operations
at airBaltic

My main responsibility is to subcontract and
outsource airBaltic activities. We process a lot of
tenders. Most of my work involves negotiations,
agreements and follow-up activities. Whenever we
fly to a new destination, we have to find a supplier
who will perform ground handling duties and
services for us. I am responsible for communicating
with the airports and for the operations that take
place on the ground, such as ground handling,
fuelling, de-icing and bus transportation.
People tend to relate ground handling with a
specific airport or airline. This was indeed the case in
the past, when airlines also owned ground-handling
companies, especially in the United States. But that
was before low-cost airlines entered the market.
The situation started to change about 10-15 years
ago, when airlines decided to focus on their core
business and outsourcing become the norm. Now in
most cases ground-handling companies are private
and separate from the airports.
I am also involved with various other projects
besides ground handling. For example, the
airBaltic bus transfer project, which includes three
countries – Latvia, Lithuania and Estonia. This has
been a high-profile and well-received service, with
free Wi-Fi on the buses, and has given airBaltic some
good PR. The project was very time-consuming,
but in the end we were able to deliver a great new
product to our passengers.

How did you assume your current position?
Text by Egita KrastiNa
Photo by Edmunds Brencis, f64

Creating your own
travel experience
As the man who is responsible for ground operations and
various new projects at airBaltic, Darius Viltrakis has a lot
on his plate. He is also an inveterate traveller and sports
enthusiast, and recently he became the father of a beautiful
baby boy. His colleagues refer to him as a friendly, kind
and helpful person. In this interview, Viltrakis shares his
passions and discusses some of the latest projects to be
implemented at airBaltic.
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It has been a long journey. I started my aviation
career at the very bottom, taking on a simple checkin position with airBaltic at the Vilnius airport when I
was 18 years old. It was my first job. I have a diploma
in engineering, but aviation has always been close
to me as I come from an aviation family. My father
was a pilot with Aeroflot for more than 30 years and
my brother is still flying as a captain at Avion Express.
I suppose it was my destiny. I have now been
involved in aviation for 17 years.
After a period at the check-in desk, I became
deputy station manager for airBaltic in Vilnius, then
station manager, with the responsibility of managing
all of the flights from the city. Some years later,
airBaltic decided to expand and increase the number
of flights from Lithuania, establishing a large base
in Vilnius. At one point we had around 300 people
working there – cabin crew, flight crew and ground
staff. Then the economic crisis set in and the stable

growth became a stable decline, so there
was no sense in keeping a separate person
for only one station. I was invited to join
the team in Riga and five years ago I moved
here. Step by step, I began to manage all
of the stations outside of Riga, eventually
becoming vice-president of outstations.
Two years ago, I was offered the opportunity
to step up into my current role of senior
vice-president of ground operations.

What are you working on now?
We are planning to offer an improved
web check-in for passengers starting from
January 1. It will be easier to use, with less
steps to take before you get your boarding
pass. Additional product purchases will also
be available. We are already offering our
passengers the opportunity to purchase
their meals before the flight, which was not
the case before. Now you can also buy the
seat beside you for extra comfort.
Previously the process was very limited;
either you bought these extra services when
booking your ticket or during your flight.
We had a pretty big gap between those two
stages so we are trying to close it and offer
more products through the web check-in,
which begins 72 hours before the flight
departure. We want to be flexible and offer
our passengers whatever they need during
the flight. Passengers should be able to
create their own travel experience the way
they want it. This is a bit of a low-cost airline
influence, but we want to be flexible.
For example, before, you could only buy
certain set packages of our products or
services, but not all passengers wanted to
do that. If I want an extra seat or meal, then
I can now buy it. If I decide that I want to
check in one more bag, then I can do this
during the web check-in. We are becoming
much more flexible, because we can offer
more products at almost any time that the
passenger wants.

Are people keen to create their own
travel experience?
So far, things have been going well. We see
that people are keen to buy our products
if they see value in them. If you offer these

products at the right time, then it works.
This is a learning process for me as well
in trying to find the appropriate products
for our passengers. It is not always easy
to offer new things in the airline business,
as there are so many limitations and
restrictions. Then we have to find the right
way to deliver these products as well. In
order for the system to work perfectly,
everyone – including the agents and cabin
crew – should know what each passenger
has ordered. Implementing such a system
can be difficult and take a lot of time. We
are continually trying to create valuable
products and improve our service.

We want to be flexible

and offer our passengers
whatever they need during
the flight
How have passengers’ travel habits
changed since you began working in the
aviation industry?
When I still was a check-in agent, it was
a luxury to travel by plane. There were a
lot of people in suits and ties, so things
were different in that respect. During the
17 years that I have been in the business,
the scene has changed completely and now
air travel is more like bus travel. When I was
a student, for example, I could not imagine
taking a flight to Mallorca for USD 30. At
that time, I could only afford a bus ride or to
travel by car.
Nowadays flying is so flexible and easy.
Low-cost airlines have changed the aviation
business by making flying accessible for
everybody. Some of those who have worked
in aviation a lot longer than me might find it
hard to adapt and change their mindset, but
on the other hand, we work for our clients
and have to serve them.

Do you have a favourite destination?
I became a father five months ago to a
beautiful baby boy. My wife and I used to
travel a lot – to the U.S., Malaysia, Iceland
and Thailand, for example. Nowadays we

prefer only airBaltic destinations. A few
weeks ago we went to Sardinia. We really
enjoyed that. The direct flight was so
convenient. Our baby was calm and slept
most of the time. We were a bit stressed
about how everything would turn out,
but it went really well. I wouldn’t say that
I have one favourite destination. I simply
like to travel with my family. In the summer
I like to stay here because we have good
weather and nice beaches with white sand.
I like Liepaja’s beach on the west coast of
Latvia and Nida in Lithuania.
As a child I travelled a lot with my
family to many places where Aeroflot flew
within the Soviet Union, because it wasn’t
very easy to travel abroad. We used to
fly to eastern destinations in Azerbaijan,
Georgia and Armenia. It has been so much
fun for me to go back to these places and
visit them again. Some cities have hardly
changed at all, while others have changed
completely. In my memories, Baku was
like a city in the sand. Now it has changed.
Going to these places is like going back
to my childhood. These places are unique,
very different from destinations in Europe.

Do you have any hobbies?
I do a lot of sports. Since I am Lithuanian,
I played basketball for a very long time.
Basketball in Lithuania is a must. I also
played tennis as a child, and my wife
continued playing it for a quite a long
time. A couple of years ago, we thought
it would be nice to start playing it again.
We took it up seriously and now we play
pretty often, so tennis is kind of an old and
new hobby at the same time.
When I moved to Latvia, I started to play
beach volleyball. It is very popular here
and I also played it during my childhood.
We play in Jūrmala together with my
colleagues during the summer months,
and we play in a closed arena during
the wintertime. I would call this my new
hobby, which I have brought to my friends
in Lithuania, as we play there as well.
During the winter I also like to ski. When
it comes to hobbies, most of them are
related to sports, which is my passion. BO
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meals should be special as well. Fresh,
seasonal ingredients together with subtle
flavours added to classical, quality dishes
are the basic principles of my menu.”
The new Business Class menu offers
healthy meals that blend the tastes of
different cuisines from all over the world.
Veal in oyster sauce and rice noodles,
steamed salmon with vegetables and lentils,
and French style quinoa salad with chicken
are only some of delicious main courses
on offer. These are served together with
luxurious desserts such as crème brûlée
cheesecake, Black forest gâteau, and rye
bread and white chocolate dessert. The
Business Class meal can be complemented
with an exquisite wine from our newly
selected wine assortment or with another
beverage from the drinks menu.

Onboard
menu

Economy Class
Business Class
Hand in hand with the winter flight season,
airBaltic’s Business Class menu has arrived
with new onboard tastes. The new menu
has been prepared by Andris Vasiļonoks
of LSG Sky Chefs. According to the skilled
master chef, “air travel remains a special
event for many passengers and inflight

Economy Class passengers can choose
their onboard meal from the airBaltic Café
menu. The autumn menu contains proven
customer favourites such as a seasonal
hot meal, chicken and salmon sandwiches,
lasagna and tasty tortillas as well as
autumnal apple crumble cake, porridges for
a healthy breakfast and a variety of snacks
and drinks.

Tasty meal selection on
the pre-order menu
Passengers who want to have a guaranteed
tasty meal and to be among the first to be
served can use one of our two meal preorder options. These offer a wide choice of
various meals, including breakfast, cold and
hot dishes, kid’s meals and dishes for special
dietary or religious requirements.
airBaltic’s pre-order menu features
16 different meal sets that can be ordered
while booking your flight ticket or any
time later up to 24 hours before departure.
Consult the Manage My Booking section at
www.airbaltic.com or call (+371) 67006006

126 / AIRBALTIC.COM

for international callers or 90001100 for calls
within Latvia.
If you want an even more exclusive
dining experience on board, more than
70 dishes are available at our innovative
pre-order website www.airbalticmeal.com.
There you can create your individual meal
on a virtual tray up to 24 hours before your
flight. Luxurious meats, seafood, dietary
and special main courses can be selected
together with one of nine salads and nine
types of dessert, complemented with a
beverage from a wide selection.
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Hotels

Car
rentals

in Finland

At
airport

Online

With some of the represented partners, PINS can only be collected at certain locations. Please read full terms & conditions at pinsforme.com

New partners
Up to

1500
€
for
each night

1€ =

500

5
€

€

for a print
subscription

at restaurant
and SPA

Opera Hotel & SPA
The four-star Opera Hotel & Spa in Riga is
conveniently located in the heart of Riga,
just a few minutes’ walk from the Old Town,
the Latvian National Opera and many other
prominent sights in Riga.
Find out more: http://www.operahotel.lv
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Četras sezonas
food magazine
Četras sezonas food magazine started
in 2012 as the next step for food website
cetrassezonas.lv. Both editions deliver
attractively presented and relevant content,
inspired by the best examples world-wide.

1€ =

5

€

Madam Baron stores
Beautiful stockings are the unmistakeable
symbol of feminine elegance! Madam
Baron offers quality stockings, pantyhose,
accessories, suspenders and lingerie from
the world’s leading brands.
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Start planning your next skiing trip!

TÖDI
3623 m

OBERALPSTOCK
3331 m

FINSTERAARHORN
4274 m

PIZ SEGNES
3102 m

PIZOL
2848 m

GLÄRNISCH
2918 m

FALKNIS
2562 m

SCESAPLANA
2964 m

WEISSFLUHGIPFEL
2844 m

Switzerland

Riga – Zurich

Fly to Zurich
with airBaltic
from

€75

Zurich – Riga

Flight No

Days

Arrival

Flight No

Days

Departure

Arrival

BT 641

1--4--7

09:10

10:40

BT 642

1--4--7

11:40

15:10

BT 641

----56-

16:10

17:40

BT 642

----56-

18:20

21:50

ONE
WAY

Departure

SANDHUBEL
2763 m

VALBELLAHORN
2764 m

STREL
2674 m

AMSELFLUE
2771 m

FURGGAHORN TIEJER FLUE
2727 m
2781 m

SCHMITTEN
1283 m

CHÜPFENFLUE
2658 m

MEDERGER FLUE
2674 m

SCHVIFURGGA
2519 m

KÖRBSHORN
2651 m

WIESEN
1421 m

VORAB GLACIER
3018 m

MONSTEIN
1626 m

VORAB
2570 m

Resort altitude: 1100 m

PODESTATENATP
1987 m

CRAP MASEGN
2477 m

TREIS PALAS
2121 m

GRAUBERG
2228 m

FUORCLA
2118 m
CREST LA SIALA
2317 m
CRAP SOGN GION
2228 m

ALP DADO
1948 m

Snow parks: 4

SCANSINAS
1899 m
STARTGELS
1509 m

PLAUN
1630 m

Ski lifts: 27

NARAUS
1842 m

Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 61.67 | EUR 20.58
(children)
Week (6 days) EUR 346.67 |
EUR 115.58 (children)

FOPPA
1420 m

CURNIUS
1644 m

LARNAGS
1160 m

Resorts accepting lift pass:
Flims, Laax, Falera

SLOVAKIA

Season:
December 20 – April 6

Flims Laax Falera There’s something to satisfy just about
everyone’s wishes here, with a wide selection of services to choose

MÜHLE
1477 m

FRAUENKIRCH
1505 m

DAVES PLATZ
1540 m

Fly to Poprad
with airBaltic
from

€55

ONE
WAY

from, including mountainside restaurants, places for renting the
latest ski gear and accommodation.

JULIERPASS

PIZ BEVER

PIZ SUVRETTA

PIZ NAIR
3056m

PIZ GRISCH

PIZ CORVIGLIA

PIZ GLÜNA

Snow parks: 2
Number of ski
lifts: 57
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 64.11 |
EUR 19.73 (children)
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Season:
October 18 – April 6

MITTELSTATION
HÖHENWEG
2219 m

SCHIFER
1562 m

SERNEUS
990 m

GOTSCHNABODEN
1779 m

MADRISA
1887 m

STRELAALP
1921 m

WOLFGANG
1631 m

DAVOS DORF
1560 m

SCHWARZSEEALP
1847 m

KLOSTERS DORF
1124 m

Resort altitude:
1560 m
Highest lift: 3146 m
Total piste length:
320 km
Black 12 | Red 39 |
Blue 31
Longest run: 12 km

Snow parks: 3
Ski lifts: 50
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 55.90 |
EUR 22.20 (children)
Week (6 days)
EUR 272.93 |
EUR 109.34 (children)

Riga – Poprad from 13.12.2014.
Flight No

Days

BT 485

-----6-

Departure

14:0 0

Resorts accepting lift
pass: Parsenn, Pischa,
Jakobshorn, Rinerhorn,
Madrisa and Gotschna
Season:
November 14 April 19

Poprad – Riga from 13.12.2014.
Arrival

Flight No

Days

Departure

Arrival

14:40

BT 486

-----6-

15:15

18:0 0

Snow parks: 1
Ski lifts: 7

PIZ SALUVER

Fuorcla
Grischa

Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 31.00 |
EUR 22.00 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 162.00 |
EUR 113.00 (children)

ALBULAPASS

Piz
Schlattain

W

Lej da la Pêsch
34

D

V

Fuorcla
Schlattain

Va

l

Su

vr

et

Downhill Men
«Corviglia»

ta

MUNT DA SAN MUREZZAN 2659 m

V

a

l

S

Downhill Women
«Engiadina»

Chamanna

10

c

h

la

tt

a

U
in

Chamanna Saluver
31

D

Las Trais Fluors

Resorts accepting lift pass:
Tatranska Lomnica

10

5

I

S

3

Alpina

N
J

5

L

O
P

H

park

Q

T

MARGUNS 2278 m

Sass Runzöl

C

Alp Giop

G

Snow

Alp Nova

SIGNAL 2130m

29

Chasellas

Season: Early December to
late April

Glüna

R

CORVIGLIA 2486 m

Trutz

el paradiso

SALASTRAINS 2048m

Alphütte Clavadatsch

1928 +1948

2040 m

SUVRETTA 1900m

24

ed

Longest run: 10 km

GOTSCHNAGRAT
1562 m

Longest run: 6 km
CORN DA
PIZ MITGEL TINIZONG PIZ ELA

PIZ D’AGNEL TSCHIMA DA FLIX PIZ D’ERR

PIZ GÜGLIA
PIZ JULIER
3380 m

Week (6 days)
EUR 294.27 |
EUR 100.28 (children)
Resorts accepting
lift pass: Corviglia,
Corvatsch above
neighbouring
Silvaplana and the
Diavolezza Glacier
area

PARSENNHÜTTE
2532 m

Total piste length: 24 km
Black 2 | Red 4 | Blue 2

hspe

Total piste length:
350 km
Black 9 | Red 61 |
Blue 18

TOTALPHORN
2532 m

Highest lift: 2632 m

Hig

Highest lift: 3300 m

SCHWARZHORN
2670 m

Resort altitude: 785 m

2840 m

Resort altitude:
1850 m

RÄTSCHENFLUE
2703 m

KLOSTERS
1191 m

St. Moritz

St. Moritz is Switzerland’s
most famous exclusive winter resort. There
are plenty of designer stores to keep posh
ladies busy after lunch, while other visitors
come to watch the annual polo, horse
racing and cricket competitions on the
town’s frozen lake. You might even run into
Ivana Trump!

WEISSFLUHJOCH
2662 m

SPINABAD
1465 m

Davos prides itself on keeping good company.
Alongside resorts such as Zermatt, St. Moritz, St. Anton and
Kitzbühel, Davos is a member of The Best of the Alps association
of 12 classic Alpine resorts. The nearby resort of Klosters has
long been a favourite haunt of Prince Charles and sometimes
his sons as well. Hence, the main cable car that takes skiers to
the top of Gotschnagrat is called the Prince of Wales.

Longest run: 14 km

NAGENS
2127 m

GLARIS
1457 m

LENGMATTE
1554 m

Davos

Total piste length: 220 km
Black 18 | Red 40 | Blue 45

CASSONS
2675 m

MUTTA RODUNDA
2420 m

SCHATZALP
1861 m

SPINA
1587 m

Highest lift: 3018 m

FUORCLA SURA
2528 m

SCHIAHORN
2709 m
STRELAPASS
2350 m

SALEZER HORN
2536 m

ALTEIN
2378 m

LA SIALA
2810 m

STRELSGRAT
2545 m

DRUSENFLUH
2628 m

SAASER CALANDA
2554 m

Alp Saluver

-Telefon

A
Schell e
nursliweg

Maloja
Silvaplana
Julierpass

CHANTARELLA 2005 m

Alp Laret

E

B

ST. MORITZ DORF 1856 m
ST. MORITZ BAD 1772 m

Y

CELERINA 1720 m

X

SAMEDAN
Pontresina

Zuoz

Tatranska Lomnica The High Tatras is the oldest holiday
region in Slovakia and Poprad is an even older Slovakian city,
known since the 13th century as a gateway to these mountains.
Not far from Poprad is Tatranská Lomnica, one of the largest and
most beautiful villages in the High Tatras. The expert “French

mulda” ski run is one of the steepest in Slovakia, sloping from 2196
meters above sea level to Tatranská Lomnica through Lomnické
sedlo. Apart from ski activities, the resort also hosts plenty of spa
resorts and water parks.

BALTIC OUTLOOK / NOVEMBER 2014 / 131

SULZFLUH
2817 m

MADRISAHORN
2826 m

RÄTSCHENJOCH
2602 m
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Italy

Riga – Milan

Fly to Milan
with airBaltic
from

€49

Flight No

ONE
WAY

Milan – Riga

Days

Departure

Arrival

Flight No

Days

Departure

Arrival

BT 629

---4-6-

09:30

11:15

BT 630

---4-6-

12:0 0

15:40

BT 629

1-3-5-7

16:0 0

17:45

BT 630

1-3-5-7

18:30

22:10

GRUPPO DEL BERNINA 4049 m

PIZZO ORSERA
3032 m

P. PARADISINO
3302 m

Highest lift: 2800 m
M. CANTONE
2904 m

COLLE DELLE MINE
2801 m
M. FILONE
3133 m

M. FOSCAGNO
2927 m

MT BERRIO BLANC
3252 m

CRESTA D’ARP
2755 m

COL D’ARP
2570 m

M. DELLA NEVE
2785 m

Resort altitude: 1224 m
PUNTA HELBRONNER
3462m

TORINO
3375m

ARP VIEILLE
CRESTA YOULA
2624 m

Highest lift: 2624 m

Snow parks: 10

VETTA BLESACCIA
2796 m

Ski lifts: 31
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 44.00 |
EUR 35.50 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 219.00 |
EUR 150.50 (children)

M. SPONDA
2576 m

Total piste length: 36 km
Black 4 | Red 14 | Blue 6 |
Green 3

PONTE VALLACCIA
2021 m

LIVIGNO
1816 m

ZEROTTA
1525 m

MONT CHETIF
2343 m
PRE DE PASCAL
1912 m

VAL VENY

PLAN CHECROUIT
1704 m

TUNNEL DEL
MONTE BIANCO

LA PALUD
1370m

ENTREVES
1306m

VAL FERRET

DOLONNE

Ski lifts: 18
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 45 |
EUR 22.50 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 227 |
EUR 113.50 (children)
Resorts accepting lift pass:
Alagna Valsesia, Breuil-Cervinia,
Crévacol, Etroubles, Pila and
Saint-Rhémy-en-Bosses
Season:
Early December to mid-April

COURMA YEUR
1224 m

Courmayeur

foot of the Mont Blanc chain offers outdoor activities, cultural
and entertainment events as well as shopping, relaxation,
gastronomy and the opportunity to practice a number of
sports all year long.

Founded in the 17th century as a spa town
located at the very top of the Aosta Valley, Courmayeur is
a charming place. Pretty buildings with slate roofs line the
traffic-free cobbled streets of the old town. The little resort at the

M. MOTTA
2823m

M. ROGNOSA
3280m
ROC DEL VOUCHER
3285m

BANCHETTA
2555m

MERCIANTAIRA
3290m
GR. PIC DE ROCHEBRUNE
3325m

SESTRIERE
PRAGELATO

SAUZE D’OULX

SANSICARIO

CLAVIERE
CESANA

Sestriere is the highest ski resort in the extensive Via
Lattea (Milky Way) linked ski area, boasting an impressive Alpine winter
sports history as one of the world’s first purpose-built ski resorts. A
good choice for beginners and intermediates. Sestriere is also one
of the few resorts where it is possible to ski at night on a floodlit run.

MONTGENEVRE

Resort altitude: 2035 m
Highest lift: 2823 m
Total piste length: 200 km
Black 42 | Red 118 | Blue 54 |
Green 7
Longest run: 5 km
Snow parks: 1
Ski lifts: 92
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 36.00 |
EUR 5.00 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 190.00 |
EUR 30.00 (children)
Resorts accepting lift pass:
Milky Way ski resorts of Clavière,
Sansicario, Sauze d’Oulx and
Montgenèvre
Season:
November 29 – April 12

During the summer months, it is a famous starting and arrival point
in the Tour de France and the Giro d’Italia cycling races. Notably, it was
the scene of a definitive moment in cyclist Lance Armstrong’s now
tarnished career. It regularly hosts FIS Alpine Ski World Cup events, and
it was a main venue during the 2006 Winter Olympic Games.

Resorts accepting lift pass:
other Alta Valtellina ski resorts of
Bormio and Santa Caterina.

TREPALLE
2096 m
29a
29a

© Copyright by Associazione Skipass Livigno
Tutti i diritti riservati

PAVILLON
1273m
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Longest run: 4 km

CAROSELLO 3000
2797 m

Snow parks: 1

COL CHEGROUIT
2256 m

Sestriere

Total piste length: 115 km
Black 13 | Red 36 | Blue 29

M. SPONDA
2576 m

Longest run: 10 km

OULX

P. TA CAMPACCIO
2904 m

LAGO SALIN
2634 m

M. DELLE MINE
2883 m

MT BIANCO
4810m

Resort altitude: 1816 m

M. VAGO
3059 m

PASSO D’EIRA
2210 m

29b
29b

Season:
December 19 – April 06

24
h

M. CRAPENE
2430 m
24
h

Livigno

Families and beginners can enjoy gentle slopes and
fun areas suited for acquiring basic techniques and for learning
by playing. Furthermore, Livigno has a special tax status that
dates back to Napoleonic times. There’s no VAT, which means

GEORGIA

Fly to Tbilisi
with airBaltic
from

Gudauri

Gudauri is
a growing ski resort,
enchanting visitors with
a wealth of opportunities
for an active holiday in the
mountains, unparalleled
views, amazing colours,
a festive atmosphere
and a warm welcome for
its guests. Situated on
a south-facing plateau
of the Greater Caucasus
Mountain Range, its
skiable area enjoys
maximum exposure to
the sun, which makes
Gudauri a magnificent
year-round tourist
destination. Georgian
hospitality is another
reason why you should
consider Gaudari for your
next ski trip.

€119

ONE
WAY

Resort altitude:
2196 m
Highest lift: 3250 m

that drinks, fuel and consumer goods are among the cheapest in
Europe. Apparently, there is even a Latvian-run hotel that serves
Latvian cuisine.

Riga – Tbilisi
Flight No

Tbilisi – Riga
Days

Departure

BT 722/724 -2--5-7 23:05

KANOBI

Flight No

03:35+1

Days

Departure

BT 723/725 1-3--6- 05:45

Arrival

08:20

KHURTISI

MT. SADZELE
3307.3 m

MT. SADZELE
3268 m

ALMASIANI

SADZELE PASS
3100 m

MT. BIDARA
3174.3 m

Total piste length:
57 km
Black 10 km | Red
25 km | Blue 15 km

Arrival

KOBI PASS
2900 m

MT. KUDEBI
3006.7 m

MT. BIDARA
3011 m

Longest run: 7 km
Snow parks: 1
Ski lifts: 7
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 13.00 |
EUR 9.00 (children)
Week (6 days)
EUR 70.00 |
EUR 47.00 (children)

MT. CHRDILI
2504.3 m

BIDARA

Resorts accepting
lift pass: Gudauri
Season:
December 13 –
April 26

GUDAURI

PALAGKAU

MT. SHELI
2579.1 m

GHUDA
SETURNI
KUMLISTSIKHE
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AIGUILLE DE PECLET
3562 m

FRANCE

Riga – Paris

Fly to Paris
with airBaltic
from

€49

Flight No

ONE
WAY

Days

Arrival

Flight No

Departure

Arrival

BT 691 123456-

09:05

11:0 0

BT 692 123456-

11:55

15:40

BT 693

15:55

17:50

BT 694

18:35

22:20

12-45-7

Departure

POINTE DE THORENS
3266 m

MONT DU BORGNE
3153 m

Paris – Riga
Days

12-45-7

MONT DU VALLON
2952 m

MONT BERQUIN
3130 m

GLACIER
DU BORGNE

LA MAURIENNE

AIGUILLE DU FRUIT
3051 m
POINTE DE LA MASSE
2804 m

ORELLE
900 m

ROC MERLET
2734 m

LA VIZELLE
2659 m

LA GRANDE casse
3852 m

LA GRANDE MOTTE
3656 m

VAL THORENS
2300 m

LES AVALS

GLACIER DE LA VANOISE

LES ENCOMBRES

SOMMET DE BELLECOTE

LES MENUIRES
1800 m

CLO DES VES

DÕME DE PRAMECOU

CHAMPAGNY-EN-VANOISE
LE BETTEX

MERIBEL MOTTARET
1750m

COURCHEVEL
1850

AIG. NOIRE DE PRAMECOU

PRARANGER
CLO DU PALET

AIG. DU CHARDONNET
COURCHEVEL
1650

LA TANIA
1350m

COURCHEVEL
1550

COL DE LA SACHETTE

MERIBEL VILLAGE
1400m

COURCHEVEL 1300
LE PRAZ

L’AIGUILLE PERCEE
2748

LE RAFFORT
LE CHATELARD

SAINT BON

LOGNAN

LA PERRIÉRE

VALLON DE LA SACHE

TIGNES-LE-LAC

LE LAVACHET

Highest lift: 3200 m

BRIDES LES BAINS
600m

Total piste length: 600 km
Black 9 | Red 24 | Blue 34 |
Green 10

Meribel

VAL CLARET

TIGNES
2100

GLATTIER

VALLON DE LA SACHE

SAINT MARTIN DE BELLEVILLE
1400 m

Resort altitude: 1450 m

LES ALLUES

VALLON DE LA SACHETTE

STADES OLYMPIQUES
DE LOGNAN

VALLEE PERDUE

SAINT MARCEL

MERIBEL
1450m

There are plenty of reasons to love Méribel aside from its chaletstyle architecture, wooded surroundings and friendly, village atmosphere.
The prime reason is its central position within France’s huge Trois Vallées ski
area. The Olympic Centre built for the 1992 Winter Olympics is also open daily,
offering a variety of non-ski activities for the whole family. It’s no secret that
avid skiers Prince William and Kate Middleton have also checked in for a family
vacation at Trois Vallées!

EUR 37.30 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 226.40 |
EUR 182.40 (children)

Total Lifts: 18

Resorts accepting lift pass:
Three Valleys ski resorts of
Courchevel, La Tania, Les
Menuires, Saint Martin de
Belleville and Val Thorens

Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 46.40 |

Season:
December 6 – April 17

Longest run: 5 km
Snow parks: 2

AIGUILLE DU FRUIT
3051 M

POINTE EMILIENNE
2598 m

CREUX NOIRS
2705 m

Resort altitude: 1850 m

ROC MERLET
2734m

Highest lift: 3230 m

NO

IR

S

VALLEE DES AVALS
CR

EU

X

LA CROIX DES VERDONS
2739 m

Total piste length: 600 km
Black 10 | Red 42 | Blue 40 |
Green 27

MÉRIBEL - MOTTARET

LAC DU CHEVRIL
TIGNES LES BOISSES
1850

RECULAZ

ROCHER DE LA LOZE
2526 m

TIGNES LES BREVIERES
1550

LE VILLARET DU NIAL

Longest run: 7 km

MÉRIBEL

Snow parks: 2

LE CHEVRIL

Total Lifts: 20

Tignes

Compared to its neighbouring resorts, sport comes
first here and you’re more likely to find visitors staying on
the slopes as long as possible, rather than partying the night
away. As for accommodation, Val Claret is the highest village at
2100 metres and has easy access to the glacier. Together with
Tignes-Le-Lac just down the road, it is the most convenient
place to stay, with a large choice of hotels, restaurants and
shops. Slightly lower lie the cheaper and less convenient
apartments of Le Lavachet, which are linked to the lifts
by ski bus.

Resort altitude: 2100 m
Highest lift: 3450 m
Total piste length: 300 km
Black 45 | Red 46 | Blue 61 |
Green 22
Longest run: 10 km
Snow parks: 2
Ski lifts: 59
Lift pass prices:

Day EUR 52.00 |
EUR 41.50 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 260.00 |
EUR 208.00 (children)
Resorts accepting lift pass:
Espace Killy ski resorts of Val
d’Isère. Tignes is directly linked
by Ski Lift to the ski areas of
Val d’Isère
Season:
December 20 – May 6

DENT DU VILLARD
2284m

Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 49.00 |
EUR 39.20 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 240.00 |
EUR 193.00 (children)

COURCHEVEL
1850m

le Grande Combe

COURCHEVEL
1650m

COURCHEVEL

LA TANIA

la Chouliére

1400m

1550m

le Freney

la Jairaz

1300m

1100m

870m

le Fontanil

le Buisson

le Fay

Courchevel Considered the most glamorous and celebrityfilled ski resort in the world, Courchevel offers breathtaking views
of Mont Blanc. If the first thing that you think about when you hear
134 / AIRBALTIC.COM

Villaflou

COURCHEVEL - LE PRAZ

ST BON

BOZEL

la Nouva

le Grenier

le Cuerdy

le Carrey

Resorts accepting lift pass:
Three Valleys ski resorts of
La Tania, Les Menuires, Méribel,
Saint Martin de Belleville and
Val Thorens
Season: December 20 – April 17

Villemartin

‘Courchevel’ is skiing, then the second thing should be gastronomy,
as Courchevel boasts many Michelin-starred restaurants and is a
gourmet ski destination.
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Riga – Vienna

Fly to Vienna
with airBaltic
from

€89

Flight No

Days

Departure

Arrival

Flight No

09:40

11:05

BT 432 123456-

BT 431 123456-

ONE
WAY

BT 433 12345-7

16:40

18:05

KITZBÜHELER HORN
1996m

WILDER KAISER
2344m

Vienna – Riga
Days

Departure

Arrival

11:40

15:0 0

BT 434 12345-7

18:40

ASTBERG
1267m

22:0 0

100
a

GOING
798m

107

4

Visitors should make sure that
they are well-rested before
they come to the SaalbachHinterglemm region of Austria.
Colourfully named the Ski
Circus, the region combines
the slopes of one of the largest
linked ski areas in Austria
with the liveliest of après-ski
activities. Saalbach is big and
full of life, while Hinterglemm
is more old- fashioned and
down to earth. Both have
great charm, a safe, car-free
centre, plenty of après-ski
events and all the traditional
Austrian attractions.

Resort altitude: 1000 m
Highest lift: 2100 msaalbach.com
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pistes. Each resort has runs worth exploring, most of which are
suited to beginners and intermediates, but there are also off-piste
opportunities as well. The village itself is very relaxed, with
welcoming shops and cosy bars and cafés.

Hütten

89a
bahn
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inbergb
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ahn

WLAN

Riederalm

Embach
54

g

63

Rain

WLAN

Bahnhof

Kralleralm

GERMANY

62

Highest lift: 2000 m

Riga – Munich

Fly to Munich
with airBaltic
from

€69

ONE
WAY

Garmisch-Partenkirchen The two villages of Garmisch
and Partenkirchen were merged into one when Germany hosted
the Winter Olympic Games in 1936. However, even though they
have been officially unified for nearly 80 years, unofficially they still

Flight No

Days

BT 221

123-56-

BT 223

1-345-7

Munich – Riga
Departure

Arrival

Flight No

Days

Departure

Arrival

09:20

11:0 0

BT 222

123-56-

11:35

15:05

16:35

18:15

BT 224

1-345-7

18:45

22:15

compete with each other, sporting two of practically everything:
two fire stations, two schools and so on. Partenkirchen is cute and
cosy, with narrow streets and a centre filled with painted houses,
while Garmisch’s more organised grid of streets is lined with new
concrete buildings and upscale
shopping stores. This summer,
ZUGSPITZE
2962 m
Garmish-Partenkirchen also
hosted the BMW Mottorad days.

Total piste length: 170 km
Black 13 | Red 26 | Blue 21
ALPSPITZE
2628 m

Snow parks: 1
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 49.00 |
EUR 24.50 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 241.00 |
EUR 120.50 (children)

JOCHBERG
923 m

AURACH
800m
KITZBÜHEL
800 m

KIRCHBERG
837 m

REITH
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4

25

22

27a

Ski lifts: 51

This is where it all began in Austria, and Kitzbühel
is a dream destination for skiers. The small town in the
Tyrolean Alps is home to the Streif Piste: surely the most iconic
2.6 km of snow on the planet. Since 1931, the brutally steep
racecourse with its 80-metre jumps, tight corners and ferocious
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O

Longest run: 6 km
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Nestling between the Kitzbüheler Alps and the majestic
Wilder Kaiser mountains, Ellmau has one of the prettiest settings
on our list. It is also part of SkiWelt, the largest linked ski area in
Austria, featuring seven resorts and covering almost 280 km of
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Resort altitude: 820 m
Highest lift: 1220 m
Total piste length: 250 km
KIRCHBERG
Black 2 | Red 14 | Blue 24
IRRSINNIG GROSS
Longest run: 7 km
BRIXEN IM THALE
794m
Snow parks: 1
Ski lifts: 91
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 45.00 |
EUR 22.50 (children)
WESTENDORF 802m
Week (6 days) EUR 225.00 |
EUR 112.00 (children)
Resorts accepting lift pass:
SkiWelt ski resorts of Brixen im
Thale, Going am Wilden Kaiser,
HOPFGARTEN 620m
Hopfgarten im Brixental, Itter
SAUHKELC 820m
/ Muhtal, Scheffau am Wilden
Kaiser, Söll and Westendorf
Season: December 6 – April 12
10

Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 47.00 |
EUR 23.50 (children)
Week (6 days) EUR 233.00 |
EUR 116.50 (children)
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Total piste length: 200 km
Black 6 | Red 27 | Blue 31
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3798m

OSTERFELDERKOPF 2050 m

REINTAL

KREUZJOCH
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KREUZECK
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HÖLLENTAL
WAXENSTEIN

EIBSEE

Resorts accepting lift pass:
Kitzbühel

GRAINAU
750 m

Season:
December 14 – April 7

HAUSBERG
1310 m

RIESSERSEE

compressions has hosted the annual Hahnenkammrennen
ski races, which are among the most famous in the world. The
Hahnenkamm slope is the most demanding on the World
Cup downhill circuit and one that every accomplished skier
wants to tackle.

ECKBAUER

GARMISCH-PARTENKIRCHEN
707 m

WANK 1780 m

Information from:
www.skiresort.info |

www.skiingthealps.com |

www.piste-maps.co.uk |

www.ski-france.com |

www.j2ski.com |

Resort altitude: 720 m
Highest lift: 2830 m
Total piste length: 62 km
Black 4 | Red 25 | Blue 10 |
Green 3
Longest run: 4 km
Snow parks: 1
Ski lifts: 33
Lift pass prices:
Day EUR 38.50 |
EUR 22.00 (children)
Week (6 days) N/A | N/A (children)
Resorts accepting lift pass:
Garmisch-Partenkirchen
Season:
December 13 – April 13

www.vt.sk |

www.skigermany.com
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Start planning your New Year’s celebrations
New Year’s Eve is one of the most magical times of the year. As Brad Paisley has said,
“The New Year is the first blank page of a 365-page book. Write a good one.” You may not
know what 2015 will bring to you, but you can decide where to start it off. Here are some
of Europe’s hippest New Year’s party cities that airBaltic can take you to.
Paris certainly lives up to its
City of Light nickname when
it comes to New Year’s Eve.
The Eiffel Tower in the heart of
the city forms the centrepiece
for a spectacular lightshow
and fireworks display, while
the surrounding ChampsElysées area comes alive with a
massive street party. For a more
bohemian feel, visit the artistic

Riga

New Year’s in Riga is crispy,
beautiful and exhilarating. With
magnificent buildings, churches,
splendid New Year’s decorations,
winter markets, inspiring street
music and delicious food and
drinks, Riga will make your New
Year’s Eve unforgettable. Many
locals gather at the Freedom

Monument and Doms Square to
count down the seconds until
midnight and watch the New
Year’s fireworks. Afterwards,
the romantic city offers lots
of special parties, concerts
and balls. Don’t forget to pack
a warm coat for those cold
Northern European nights.

Flights to Riga operate every day of the week at ticket prices
starting from EUR 29 .

London
London remains aglow with
the holiday spirit on New Year’s
Eve, when the city’s threehour extravaganza along the
River Thames draws 250,000
people and 10,000 performers,
complete with a fireworks show
at the London Eye, a midnight
countdown to the chimes of
Big Ben and a massive group

sing-along to Auld Lang Syne.
Take in the sights during the
festivities on a Thames dinner
cruise. For land-based viewing,
grab a spot along the Victoria
Embankment or the Waterloo
or Westminster bridges, but
don’t stay out too late, as the
New Year’s Day parade is one of
London’s major events.

Flights to London operate every day of the week at ticket prices
starting from EUR 49 .
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Montmartre area, where bars
and cafés recall the Années Folles
of Hemingway and Picasso.
Expect to see loads of popping
papillotes (chocolates that set off
like firecrackers when opened),
lots of cheek kissing and gallons
of France’s most popular export –
champagne – flowing freely as
everyone wishes each other a
‘Bonne année!’

Flights to Paris operate every day of the week at ticket prices
starting from EUR 49 .

Paris
Berlin has a
worldwide
reputation as a
party city. On
New Year’s Eve,
or Silvester, as it’s
called in Germany,
Berlin hosts one of
the largest parties
in Europe. Near
the Brandenburg
Gate, more than
a million revellers
form the Party Mile,
which is lined up
with music stages
and tents serving
beer, mulled wine and local
specialties like Currywurst. The
culmination is a fireworks and
laser show at midnight, after
which the party moves to the
city’s many clubs. If you’re still

Boeing 737–300
Number of seats

142/144/146

Max take–off weight

63 metric tons

Max payload

14.2 metric tons

Length

32.18 m

Wing span

31.22 m

Cruising speed

800 km/h

Commercial range

3500 km

Fuel consumption

3000 l/h

Engine

CFM56–3C–1

Boeing 737–500
Number of seats

120

Max take–off weight

58 metric tons

Max payload

13.5 metric tons

Length

29.79 m

Wing span

28.9 m

Cruising speed

800 km/h

Commercial range

3500 km

Fuel consumption

3000 l/h

Engine

CFM56–3

Q400 NextGen
Bombardier

Berlin
standing the next day, then
sweat out the previous night’s
excesses at the annual New
Year’s Run, which loops from
the Brandenburg Gate to the
Berliner Dom and back.

Number of seats

76

Max take-off weight

29.6 metric tons

Max payload

8.6 metric tons

Length

32.83 m

Wing span

28.42

Cruising speed

667 km/h

Commercial range

2084 km

Fuel consumption

1074 l/h

Engine

P&W 150A

Flights to Berlin operate every day of the week at ticket prices
starting from EUR 79 .
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airBaltic / Flight
NEWSschedule in November

Flight No

From To

Flights to Riga
Days

Departure Arrival

ALESUND

Flight No

From

Flights from Riga
To

Days

Departure Arrival

ALESUND

BT 175

RIX

AES ----5--

07:40 09:05

BT 175

RIX

AES ------7

13:20 14:45

AMSTERDAM

Flight No

Departure Arrival

Flight No

From

To

Days

Departure Arrival

MOSCOW Sheremetyevo
BT 425

SVO RIX 12345-- 08:45 08:35

BT 176

AES RIX ----5--

10:15 13:30

BT 424

BT 176

AES RIX ------7

15:15 18:30

BT 424

RIX

SVO -----67

09:20 13:00

BT 425

SVO RIX -----67

BT 422

RIX

SVO 1234567 17:00 20:40

BT 423

SVO RIX 1234567 21:40 21:30

AMSTERDAM

BT 617

RIX

AMS 1234567 07:40 09:05

BT 618

AMS RIX 1-3-5--

RIX

AMS -2-4-67

12:55 14:20

BT 610

AMS RIX -2-4-67 10:20 13:40

10:20 13:35

BT 414

BT 609 RIX

AMS -2-4-67

14:10 15:35

BT 616

AMS RIX -2-4-67 14:55 18:10

MUNICH

BT 619

AMS 1-3-5--

16:45 18:10

BT 620

AMS RIX 1234567 18:55 22:10

RIX

SVO 12345-- 04:25 08:05

MOSCOW Vnukovo
RIX

MOSCOW Vnukovo

VKO 12345-- 12:55 15:40

BT 415

VKO RIX 12345-- 16:25 17:20

BT 221

RIX

MUC 12-456- 07:45 09:00

BT 222

MUC RIX 12-456- 09:55 13:05

BT 223

RIX

MUC 1-3-5-7

BT 224

MUC RIX 1-3-5-7

BT 609 VNO AMS ------7

14:10 15:30

BT 610

OSLO

BT 609 VNO AMS ---4-6-

14:15 15:40

^ November 8 – December 20

BARCELONA

AMS VNO ---4-67

10:20 13:40

BARCELONA

BT 681

RIX

BCN --3-5--

09:30 12:15

BT 681

RIX

BCN 1-----7

14:00 16:45

BERLIN Tegel

17:30 18:45

BT 151

RIX

OSL 123456- 09:15 10:10

BT 152

OSL RIX 123456- 10:45 13:35

RIX

OSL 12345-7 17:55 18:50

BT 154

OSL RIX 12345-7 19:20 22:10

BCN RIX --3-5--

12:55 17:35

PALANGA

BT 682

BCN RIX 1-----7

17:45 22:25

BT 033

PALANGA
RIX

PLQ 1-3-5-7

23:05 23:50

PARIS Charles de Gaulles

BERLIN Tegel

19:15 22:25

OSLO

BT 153

BT 682

BT 032

PLQ RIX 12-4-6-

06:10 6:55

PARIS Charles de Gaulles

BT 211

RIX

TXL

123456- 09:20 10:15

BT 212

TXL RIX 123456- 10:45 13:35

BT 691

RIX

CDG 1234567 07:30 09:25

BT 692

CDG RIX 1-3-5--

BT 213

RIX

TXL

12345-7 17:45 18:40

BT 214

TXL RIX 12345-7 19:20 22:10

BT 689

RIX

CDG -2-4-67

BT 690

CDG RIX -2-4-67 10:10 14:05

BT 693

RIX

CDG --3----

15:55 17:50

BT 694

CDG RIX --3----

RIX

BLL

1-3-5-7

BLL RIX 12-4-6- 05:50 08:40

BT 693

RIX

CDG 1---5--

15:55 17:50

BT 694

CDG RIX 12-4567 18:35 22:20

BT 697

RIX

CDG -2-4-67

12:35 14:30

BT 698

CDG RIX -2-4-67 15:15 19:00

BRU RIX 12345-- 08:55 12:40

Paris flights from Tallin

BILLUND
BT 145

BILLUND
22:55 23:55

BRUSSELS
RIX

BT 601

RIX

BT 603 RIX

BRU 12345-- 06:20 08:15
BRU -----6-

09:40 11:35

BT 602

BRU RIX -----6-

BT 604

BRU RIX 12345-7 19:20 23:05

RIX

OTP

----5--

BUD 1-3-5--

12:05 15:50

13:15 14:40

COPENHAGEN

BT 691

TLL

CDG -2-4-67

15:10 17:10

^ November 5

10:10 13:55
18:35 22:20

Paris flights to Tallin
15:10 17:10

PRAGUE

BT 692

CDG TLL -2-4-67 10:10 14:05

PRAGUE

BT 481

RIX

PRG 1--4-6-

07:30 08:40

BT 482

PRG RIX 1--4-6-

09:15 12:20

BT 481

RIX

PRG ------7

13:15 14:25

BT 482

PRG RIX ------7

14:55 18:00

BUDAPEST

BT 481

RIX

PRG ----5--

17:45 18:55

BT 482

PRG RIX ----5--

19:25 22:30

BT 492

ROME Leonardo da Vinci Fiumicino

ROME Leonardo da Vinci Fiumicino

BT 631

RIX

BT 632

FCO RIX -2---6-

12:15 16:25

Bucharest / November 29
23:15 2:00+1 BT 504

BUDAPEST
RIX

BT 602

BRU 12345-7 15:00 16:55

Bucharest / November 28

BT 491

^ November 5

BRUSSELS

BT 601

BT 503

BT 146

OTP RIX

-----6-

BUD RIX 1-3-5--

05:50 08:40
15:10 18:25

COPENHAGEN

^ November 1 – 4

FCO -2---6-

09:25 11:30

^ November 1 – 4

BT 131

RIX

CPH 1234---

06:45 07:25

BT 134

CPH RIX 1234--- 08:05 10:40

BT 631

RIX

FCO ----5--

09:20 11:25

BT 632

FCO RIX ----5--

12:10 16:20

BT 131

RIX

CPH 1234567 09:30 10:10

BT 132

CPH RIX 1234567 10:45 13:20

BT 633

RIX

FCO 1-----7

14:25 16:30

BT 634

FCO RIX 1-----7

17:55 22:05

BT 139

RIX

CPH 1234567 18:40 19:20

BT 140

CPH RIX 1234567 19:50 22:25

STOCKHOLM Arlanda

DUSSELDORF 05-11-2014 12-11-2014

BT 101

RIX

ARN 1234567 09:20 09:35

BT 104

ARN RIX 123456- 06:25 8:40

RIX

DUS --3----

12:50 14:30

BT 236

DUS RIX --3…-

15:00 18:30

BT 109

RIX

ARN 1234567 19:10 19:25

BT 102

ARN RIX 1234567 10:05 12:20

BT 235

RIX

DUS 1---5-7

12:50 14:30

BT 236

DUS RIX 1---5-7

15:00 18:30

BT 103

RIX

ARN 12345-7 22:55 23:10

BT 110

ARN RIX 1234567 20:00 22:15

^ November 5 – 12

FRANKFURT
BT 241

RIX
RIX

ST-PETERSBURG

FRANKFURT
FRA 1-345-7

12:45 14:30

Gothenburg Landvetter / November 2
BT 121

^ November 5 – 12

GOT ------7

23:05 23:50

HAMBURG

BT 442

RIX

LED

123456- 09:30 12:50

BT 447

LED RIX 12-456- 07:25 06:45

BT 444

RIX

LED

12345-7 19:00 22:20

BT 443

LED RIX 123456- 13:30 12:50

BT 122

BT 446

RIX

LED

1-345-7

23:15 02:35+1 BT 445

LED RIX 12345-7 22:55 22:15

FRA RIX 1-345-7 15:05 18:40
GOT RIX 1------

06:00 8:35

TALLINN

HAMBURG

TALLINN

BT 251

RIX

HAM 12-4---

07:50 08:55

BT 252

HAM RIX 12-4---

09:25 12:20

BT 311

RIX

TLL

123456- 09:30 10:20

BT 362

TLL RIX 123456- 06:10 07:00

BT 253

RIX

HAM --3-5-7

17:45 18:50

BT 254

HAM RIX --3-5-7

19:25 22:20

BT 313

RIX

TLL

1234567 14:00 14:50

BT 312

TLL RIX 1234567 11:10 12:00

BT 317

RIX

TLL

1234567 19:35 20:25

BT 314

TLL RIX 1234567 15:25 16:15

RIX

TLL

12345-7 22:55 23:45

BT 318

TLL RIX 12345-7 21:25 22:15

HELSINKI

HELSINKI

BT 301

RIX

HEL 123456- 09:25 10:30

BT 326

HEL RIX 123456- 06:00 7:00

BT 361

BT 303

RIX

HEL 1234567 13:35 14:40

BT 302

HEL RIX 1234567 11:00 12:00

TURKU

BT 307

RIX

HEL 1234567 19:35 20:40

BT 306

HEL RIX 1234567 15:15 16:15

BT 359

BT 325

RIX

HEL 12345-7 22:55 23:59

BT 308

HEL RIX 12345-7 21:20 22:20

TBILISI

KIEV Borispol
BT 400 RIX

KBP 123456- 09:20 11:10

BT 404 RIX

KBP 12345-7 16:45 18:35

LARNACA
BT 657

LCA

-----6-

14:20 18:10

TKU 1-3-5-7

23:05 00:15+1 BT 360

TKU RIX 12-4-6-

05:55 07:00

TBS RIX 1----6-

05:15 6:50

TBILISI

KIEV Borispol

BT 722

BT 401

KBP RIX 123456- 11:40 13:35

TEL AVIV 06-11-2014

BT 405

KBP RIX 12345-7 20:10 22:05

BT 771

RIX

TLV

---4---

10:00 14:20

BT 772

TLV RIX --3---7

11:40 16:10

BT 771

RIX

TLV

-2---6-

14:40 19:00

BT 772

TLV RIX ---4---

16:30 21:00

LARNACA
RIX

TURKU
RIX

BT 658

LCA RIX ------7

12:10 16:10

^ November 6

RIX

TBS ----5-7

23:10 04:40+1 BT 723
TEL AVIV

VIENNA

^ November 6

VIENNA

LONDON Gatwick

BT 431

RIX

VIE

1-3456-

07:35 08:35

BT 432

VIE RIX 1-3456- 09:30 12:30

BT 651

RIX

LGW 12-4-6-

09:30 10:20

BT 652

LGW RIX 12-4-6- 11:10 15:55

BT 433

RIX

VIE

12345-7 16:50 18:15

BT 434

VIE RIX 12345-7 18:50 22:10

BT 653

RIX

LGW --3-5-7

15:20 16:10

BT 654

LGW RIX --3-5-7

VILNIUS

LONDON Gatwick

16:50 21:35

VILNIUS

BT 341

RIX

VNO 123456- 09:40 10:30

BT 350

VNO RIX 123456- 06:10 07:00

BT 629

RIX

MXP --3-5--

09:40 11:25

BT 630

MXP RIX --3-5--

12:30 16:10

BT 343

RIX

VNO 1234567 14:00 14:50

BT 342

VNO RIX 1234567 11:10 12:00

BT 629

RIX

MXP -----6-

12:55 14:40

BT 630

MXP RIX -----6-

15:20 19:00

BT 347

RIX

VNO 1234567 19:35 20:25

BT 344

VNO RIX 1234567 15:25 16:15

BT 629

RIX

MXP 1--4---

15:15 17:00

BT 630

MXP RIX 1--4---

17:55 21:35

BT 349

RIX

VNO 12345-7 22:55 23:45

BT 348

VNO RIX 12345-7 21:30 22:20

MILAN Malpensa

MILAN Malpensa

MINSK
BT 412

WARSAW

MINSK
RIX

MSQ 1-3---7

13:35 15:45

BT 413

MSQ RIX 1-3---7

16:25 16:35

BT 463

WARSAW
RIX

WAW 12345-7 23:05 23:35

BT 464

WAW RIX 123456- 06:15 08:40

MOSCOW Domodedovo

MOSCOW Domodedovo

ZURICH

BT 418

RIX

DME 12345-- 09:40 13:50

BT 417

DME RIX 123456- 06:35 6:45

BT 641

RIX

ZRH 12-4---

07:50 09:20

BT 642

ZRH RIX 12-4---

10:00 13:30

BT 416

RIX

DME 12345-7 23:15 03:25+1 BT 419

DME RIX 12345-- 14:35 14:45

BT 641

RIX

ZRH ----5-7

16:55 18:25

BT 642

ZRH RIX ----5-7

18:55 22:25

140 / AIRBALTIC.COM

For the winter season, airBaltic has launched a new direct route to
link Tallinn, the capital of Estonia, with Paris. Starting October 28,
airBaltic Boeing 737 aircraft will fly from Tallinn to Paris four times a

week. The new direct flights will be operated in cooperation with
code share partner Air France, which serves 168 destinations in
93 countries through its hub at Paris-Charles de Gaulle.

ST-PETERSBURG

Gothenburg Landvetter / November 3

BT 242

New direct flight in cooperation with Air France

STOCKHOLM Arlanda

BT 235

DUSSELDORF

operated in cooperation with code share partner KLM, permitting
airBaltic passengers to explore 148 destinations in 63 countries
served by KLM through its Amsterdam hub.

MUNICH

Amsterdam flights to Vilnius
^ November 8 – December 21

For the winter season, airBaltic has launched a new direct route
to link Vilnius, the capital of Lithuania, with Amsterdam. Starting
October 30, airBaltic Boeing 737 aircraft will fly from Vilnius to
Amsterdam four times a week. The new direct flights will be

13:45 13:35

Amsterdam flights from Vilnius
^ November 9 – December 21

New direct flight in cooperation with KLM

Flights to Riga
Days

MOSCOW Sheremetyevo

BT 615

RIX

From To

ZURICH

The given information is a subject to amandements and cancellations taken unilaterally by airBaltic.

Flights from Riga

airBaltic / PARTNERS

a irBaltic
codeshare partners
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airBaltic / FLIGHTS
NEWS

airBaltic / FLIGHTS

SEA

Tallinn

IC

NORTH

Riga

B

A

L

Vilnius

New

A T L A N T I

Paris

New

Toronto
Chicago

O C E A N

New York

Oulu
Umea

Trondheim

Reikjavik

Amsterdam

Bay of
Biscay

Tromso

S E AS E A

T

SEA

Kristiansand
Aalborg
Aarhus
Hanover
Dublin
C
Cologne
Nuremberg
Baden-Baden
Stuttgart
Bay of
Lyon Geneva
Bologna
Biscay
Nice
Marseille Pisa
Florence
Naples
Madrid
M E DM E D
Cagliari
I
I
Lisbon
T
T
Palermo
E
Malaga
Catania/ R
Fontanarossa
Casablanca

Krakov

ADRIATIC
SEA

E

Ålesund
Bergen

Turku

Oslo

SEA

IC

Poprad

Munich

SEA

O C E A N
CK SEA
BLA
Varna*

Bangkok

IONIA N
SEA

*

A EGEA N Antalya
SEA

N

SOUTH
CHINA

Manila

SEA

Kuala Lumpur
Singapore

Mahe Island

Jakarta

I N D I A N
Johannesburg

O C E A N
offers

Athens

A

EAST
CHINA
SEA

Brisbane

Burgas*

Bari

R

Malta
R
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Bucharest

Rome

TYRRHENIAN
SEA

A T L A N T I C

Chisinau

Budapest

ADRIATIC

E

Colombo

Chengdu

Luanda

S O U T H

Sao Paulo

New

Vienna

Rijeka

Nice
Barcelona

T

Chennai

Shanghai

TIMOR
SEA

Kiev

Venice

MPalma
E
de Mallorca* D
I

Kigali

/ Vnukovo

Prague

Olbia

Bangalore
Calicut
ARABIAN
Cochin
Trivandrum
SEA
Malé

Bay of
Bengal

Tokyo
Tokoname

A

Moscow

Warsaw

Milan

E

Douala

/ Domodedovo

Frankfurt

Zurich

AS

Nairobi

Minsk

Brussels

Bay of
Biscay

A S NE

Berlin

Dusseldorf

Paris

Seoul

Peshawar
Beirut
Baghdad
Islamabad
Amman
Basrah
Cairo
Lahore
Kuwait City
Sharm el-Sheikh*
New Delhi Kathmandu
Ad Dammam Manama
Dubai
Karachi
Riyadh Doha
Dhaka
Muscat
Ahmedabad
Abu
Kolkata
Jeddah
Dhabi
Mumbai
Hyderabad
Khartoum

A
E AN E
N

Lagos

Moscow

Vilnius

Beijing

A EGEA N
SEA

/ Sheremetyevo

RIGA

Palanga
L
A

Hamburg

Amsterdam

London

B

R

SEA

Moscow

T

Billund
A
Copenhagen

N

Almaty
Tashkent

IONIA N

Ouagadougou

Freetown
Monrovia
Abidjan

St.Petersburg

Zagreb
Belgrade
Sochi
BLACK SEA
CASPIAN
Sofia
Tbilisi
Baku
Ankara
Lamezia Terme
Yerevan SEA
Izmir
Reggio
Tehran
Arbil
Calabria

Sana’a

Tallinn

Stockholm
Gothenburg

NORTH
SE

Helsinki

SEA

R

R

SEA

Dakar
Banjul

A

Astana

Kharkiv

Lviv

ADRIATIC
SEA

SEA IONIA N

SEA

NORWEGIAN

Yekaterinburg

RIGA
Gdansk

TYRRHENIAN TYRRHENIAN

Washington DC

Stavanger

BARENTS SEA

N ON
RO
W RE W
GE
I AG NI A N

Larnaca

Heraklion*

E

A

N

S

E

A

Sydney
Melbourne

airBaltic direct flights
airBaltic partner flights
* flights operated in
co-operation with Tez Tour

Tel Aviv
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airBaltic / CONTACTS
NEWS
Country/City Ticket offices

Airport Ticket Offices

AUSTRIA
Vienna
Aviareps Ges.m.b.H
Argentinierstr. 2/4
☎ +43 (1) 585 36 30 54
ResBT-Austria@aviareps.com

Airport Schwechat
Terminal 2
Airport Ticket Office Celebi Ground
Handling
☎ +431 700736394

AZERBAIJAN
Baku
Improtex Travel
16. S. Vurgun Str. Baku
AZ1000, Azarbaijan
☎ +994 124989239
info@improtex-travel.com
booking@improtex-travel.com

Heydar Aliyev International Airport
Airport Ticket Office Silk Way Airlines
South Terminal
☎ +994 124972600

Country/City Ticket offices

Airport Ticket Offices

Country/City Ticket offices

Frankfurt
c/o AVIAREPS AG
Kaiserstrasse 77
☎ +49 (0) 900 001 227
(EUR 0,49/min from fixed lines,
different costs may apply for
mobile calls)
ResBT-Germany@aviareps.com

Airport Frankfurt
Airport Ticket Office
Havas Germany GmbH
Terminal 2, Hall E, Desk 939

POLAND

Hamburg

Airport Fuhlsbuttel
Terminal 1, Departure Hall
Airport Ticket Office
Havas Germany GmbH

Munich

Airport Munich
Terminal 1
Airport Ticket Office
Havas Germany GmbH

BELARUS
Minsk

Airport Minsk 2
Airport Ticket Office airBaltic

BELGIUM
Airport Zaventem
Departure Hall
☎ +32 (0) 27230667
Airport Ticket Office Aviapartner

Warsaw
INTAIR
69 Koszykowa str. apt 5
(2nd flor)
☎ 0048/22 559 39 32
F: 0048/22 559 39 38
airbaltic@intair.pl

Athens International Airport
Airport Ticket Office
Goldair Handling

Moscow

Rijeka

Rijeka Airport
Airport Ticket Office Zračna Luka Rijeka
☎ +385 51 841 222

CYPRUS
Larnaca

Larnaca International Airport
Airport Ticket Office
airBaltic / LGS Handling

Czech Republic
Prague

Vaclav Havel Prague Airport
Terminal T2
Airport Ticket Office CEAS
☎ +420 220117540

DENMARK
Copenhagen

Airport Copenhagen
International Terminal 3
Departure Hall
Airport Ticket Office SAS

Billund

Billund Airport
Departure Hall
Airport Ticket Office
F: +45 75338410

ESTONIA
Tallinn
☎ 17107
(airBaltic RESERVATIONS
0600411015 0.51 EUR/min, local
calls only)
tallinn@airbaltic.com

Airport Tallinn
Main Terminal, Departure Hall
Airport Ticket Office airBaltic /Tallinn
Airport GH

FINLAND
Helsinki
(airBaltic RESERVATIONS
0600411015 0.64 EUR/min,
Mon-Fri 09:00-18:00)

Helsinki Handling NewCo Oy
Airport Ticket Office Servisair

Turku

Airport Turku
Airport Ticket Office Airpro OY

FRANCE
Paris
APG France
66 avenue des Champs Elysées
Building E, 2nd floor
75008, Paris
☎ +33 153892100
airbaltic@apg.fr

Airport Charles de Gaulles
Terminal 2D
Airport Ticket Office Swissport Services
CDG

Nice

Airport Nice Cote D’azur
Terminal 1
Airport Ticket Office
Lufthansa Ticket Desk

GEORGIA
Tbilisi
airBaltic ticket office
61 Paliashvili str.
0179 Tbilisi
☎ +995 32 2 900900
airbalticgsa@discovery.ge

Budapest
Tensi Aviation Kft.
Komjadi Bela utca 1.
☎ +36 1 3451526
F: +36 1 9991466
aviation@tensi.hu

St. Petersburg

Barcelona

Budapest Airport
Airport Ticket Office
Celebi Ground Handling Hungary

Leonardo de Vinci –
Fiumicino Airport
Terminal 3, Departure Hall
A.R.E. Airline Representative Europe

Bari

Bari Airport
Airport Ticket Office Bari Palese

Berlin

Airport Berlin-Tegel
Main Terminal
Airport Ticket Office GlobeGround Berlin
Opposite Gate 4/5

Dusseldorf

Airport Dusseldorf
Terminal B
Airport Ticket Office
HAVAS Germany GmbH
☎ +49 211 421 6271

Stockholm

Milan

Milan Malpensa Airport
Terminal 1, Departure Level
Airport Ticket Office
A.R.E. Airline Representative Europe

Olbia

Olbia Geasar S.P.A.
International Airport Costa Smeralda

Venice

Airport Venice Marco Polo
Airport Ticket Office
A.R.E. Airline Representative Europe

LATVIA

Zurich
c/o Airline & Tourism Center
GmbH
☎ +41 (0) 44 286 99 73
airBaltic-Switzerland@
aviareps.com

Kiev

Abu Dhabi

London
Aviacircle
Building D, 2nd floor
28-29 The Quadrant Business
Centre
135 Salusbury Road,
London NW6 6RJ
☎ +44 870 774 2253
Res.AirBaltic@aviacircle.com

Vilnius
☎ 890015004
(2.12 LTL/min, local calls only)
vnoreservations@airbaltic.com

Vilnius International Airport
Airport Ticket Office Litcargus
ticketing@litcargus.lt

Palanga

Palanga Airport
Airport Ticket Office Orlaiviu Aptarnavimo
Agentura
☎ +370 46052300
F: +370 46056401

Chicago
101 N. Wacker Dr Suite 350
Chicago, Il 60606
☎ +1 - 877 359 2258
☎ +1 - 312 269 9333
F: +1 - 312 269 0222
chi@aviaworldna.com

LITHUANIA

Malta Airport
Airport Ticket Office Air Malta
☎ +356 22999620
mia.airmalta@airmalta.com

Chisinau Airport
Airport Tickets Office Air Service
☎ + 373 22 525 506

Abu Dhabi International Airport
Airport Ticket Office ADAC

Airport Gatwick
Airport Ticket Office Skybreak
Terminal S

Los Angeles
16250, Ventura Blvd Suite 115
Encino, CA 91436
☎ +1 - 818 990 9215
☎ +1 - 855 284 2967
F: +1 - 818 501 2098
lax@aviaworldna.com
Houston
3050 Post Oak Boulevard
Suite 1320
Houston, TX 77056, USA
☎ +1 - 713 626 0134
☎ +1 - 855 284 2967
F: +1 - 713 626 1905
hou@aviaworldna.com
UZBEKISTAN

NORWAY
Oslo

Airport Borispol
Terminal D
Airport Ticket Office Interavia
☎ +380 442 817 461
kbp.ticketing@interavia.ua
call-center line +380 443 840 120

USA
New York
airBaltic USA
147 West 35th Street, Suite 1505
New York, NY 10001
☎ +1 - 877 359 2258
☎ +1 - 646 300 7727
nyc@aviaworldna.com

Chisinau
☎ +373 22 549339
☎ +549340, 549342
F: +373 22549341
agency@airservice.md

Airport Zurich Kloten
Airport Ticket Office Swissport
Terminal 2

UNITED KINGDOM

Riga International Airport
Main Terminal
Airport Ticket Office airBaltic

Malta

Stockholm Arlanda Airport
Airport Ticket Ofiice
airBaltic / Nordic Aero
International Terminal 5

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

MOLDOVA

GERMANY

SWEDEN

UKRAINE

Rome
Tal Aviation Italy
Via Adolfo Rava, 106,
00142, Rome
☎ +39 0654242544
F: +390654242534
airbaltic@talaviation.it

MALTA
Airport Tbilisi
Airport Ticket Office Discovery Ltd
☎ +995 32 2 900900

Airport El Prat de Llobregat
Terminal 1
Airport Ticket Office Lufthansa Ticket Desk

SWITZERLAND
Ben-Gurion International Airport
Airport Ticket Office
Laufer Aviation GHI
Level 3, Terminal 3
☎ +972 39754076

ITALY

Riga
☎ 90001100
(0.51 EUR/min for local
calls +371 67006006 for
international calls)

Airport Pulkovo
Terminal 2
Airport Ticket Office
LTD North-West Transport Agency

SPAIN

ISRAEL
Tel Aviv
Caspi Aviation ltd
1 Ben Yehuda st. Tel-Aviv 63801
☎ +972 3 5100213 /4
F: +972 (3) 5108365
bt@caspi-aviation.co.il

International Airport Sheremetjevo
Terminal E
Airport Ticket Office DAVS
☎ +7 (495) 9564661
International Airport Domodedovo
Airport Ticket Office DAVS
Ticketing counters no: 177, 185

Hungary

Croatia

Warsaw Airport
Airport Ticket Office BGS

RUSSIA

Greece
Athens
Tal Aviation
44 Ihous str.
17564 - P.Faliro
☎ +30 210 9341500
F: +30 210 9341620
airbaltic@tal-aviation.gr

Airport Ticket Offices

Airport Oslo Gaerdemoen Departure
hall Area H
Menzies Aviation Ticket Office

Tashkent
APG CENTRAL ASIA
Kichik Beshagach str.,104 A
Tashkent 100015
☎ + 998 71 1209012

If there is no local ticket office phone number indicated and you would like to contact airBaltic reservations, please call ☎ +371 67006006.

One-way ticket in Basic Class from Riga to Vilnius/Palanga/Tallinn or other airBaltic destinations if booked at least three months
before departure only at www.airbaltic.com. Fares are subject to availability and not available for all flights or days. Transaction fee is
not included in the price. Special conditions apply.
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